AEBESTOS TATILS INSTITUTZE
P.O.Bex 239, Pompton Lakes, N.J. 07442

November 5, 1965
To: Members of the Bcard of Governors

Subject: Environmental and Medical In-Plant Occupational Eealth -
Study of the Asbestos Products Irdustry,

Lt the Board of Governors meeting on October 7,1965, our legal counsel
P.Jay Flooken reported that Dr. L.J. Cralley, who has been in charge

of the above study, was Scmewnat apprehensive that insufficient funds
would be made available for continuation of the program on a proper

scale. Mr, Flocken stated that he understood that appropriation (RS
requests inside the Department of HZY by the Division of Occupatiomsl -

Fealth were now being prepared for the next fiscal year. Ee stated :”1,Tf
that he belisved Dr., Cralley was, in a diplomatic way, inquiring LT e
whether 1t would be appropriate for the industry represented by ATI . 3
to indicate to the appropriate officials. in the Division our interest ' ..

in having the program continued in an adequate manner, P lea
The Board of Governors expressed the desire to cooperaté in any way f ﬂ 5“
that they properly could with the Public Health Service, as they have 7 .
in the past, and instructed the Secretary to contact Dr, Cralley B

- -

and obtain further information. T
The Secretary contacted Dr. Cralley who suggested thet it wogld be [ !
advisable for the Secretary to discuss this matter with Mr, C.L.’ L
Sheckler of J/M Corp. inasmuch as he had had the opportunity teo give' . '

¥r. Sheckler further information when they met at a recent meeting . -
of the Industrial Hyglene Foundation held in Pittaburgh, Qct.20-21s%: -

Accordingly, the Secretary and Mr, Fiocken.met with ir, Sheckler on
November 2, 1965: Dr, EK.W, Smith also sat in on this mesting,

Xr. Sheckler conveyed the information he had obtained in his conver-
sation with Dr, Cralley ani asked that our members regard the inforzme
ation as "very confidential”, from his comments the Secretary can
report: .

(a) Abcut one-third of the field work has been done to date. This
has covered the working area of about 3800 psople. About four mor
Years of fileld work remain to be done, The total project,covering
both aralytical and field work, will take about five years, While

no aralytical work has been done to dats, this could be done cone
currently with the remaining field work when further data has been
accumzlated. )

(b) Appropriations are or an anmal basis and moneys are earmarked
on a project basis, To date there has been no money earmarked for
the asbestos project as such. Last year (presumatly fiscal year

June 1964 to June 1965) PES spent about 90,000 on the asbestos
project. Dr. Cralley's Division has requested specific money for the
asbestos project in the past but it has never been actually apprep-
1ated and earmarked for that purpose. The money spent to cate hns'
been "borrowed".-through internal administrative action-- from otler
projects, A five year appropriation for the "Inviromnmental Stady

has been requested but no money has been requested for the "Analyt-
1ical” s tudy. - .
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(e) W have be n advised that a cormitt of industry people

appointed by ATI to express the opinion of the industry as to the

need gnd desirgbility for contiruation of the invironmental Study

would be an appropriate tachnigue for approaching the budget 4 sie-

ision makers, The Secretary could advise Dr. Cralley of our interest,

He could then inform his immediate superior, Dr. Murray Brown, who 4in
turn could arrange for the comnittee to meet Dr. Phillip Lee, A3zsisa-
tant Secretary of Medical Affairs, Department of HZW, in Yazhington,
L.C. It is entirely possible that such a contact would be sufificient

to stirmlate administrative decisions on budget allocation. EHoweve ety
in order to bring this interest of the industry to Dr, Lee's attentien .l
in sufficient time to permit actiocn on the upcoming PES budget, €= .

raam

Dr., Lee should be contacted no later than Decewber 1lst, 1963, b

-
———

. ;T

(@) 1I% seems practicable to suggest that the committee conzist of El?

about four or five people and might be made up of those who are ™ -

familiar with industrial hygiene and manufacturing problems. AT
() Mr., Sheckler has learned from usually reliable sources that 5: -
Irs. ‘I.J. Selikoff and J. Churg, of Houmt Sinal Eespital in New Yorj,~ =
who were co=-chairmen of the Conl'erence on EBiological ffects of .o
Asbestos sponscred by the Mew York Academy of Sciences in October ofl.
1964, have obtained a Federal grant from the National Institutes of _ .
Health for a project entitled "Asbestos .ixposure related to Cancer -

in the General Population”. One of the things they apparently intend, -

" %o inquire into i1s wether the problem is limited to industrial °
use or i1s one potentially a problem for the general cormmnity. While, -
the size of the grant is not knmown, presumably Lrs. Selikoff and e
Churg will be able to get additional money as their needs d:velop.
Thelir project could be extended for yesrs to come with un-merited

sdverse publicity for ashestos a not unlikely by- product,

==

The Secretary ard counsel have discussed the above infermation and
recommend to the Board of Fovernors that a representative committee
be formed to convey to Dr., Cralley and his superiors the interest of
ATI members in having the PES Znvirommental Study continued and t
expreas the hopes that an adequate appropriation or use of available
funds can be made to insure its contiruatdon on a suitable scale

and its completion with all reasonable speed consistent with its
purposes.

Because there’isn't much time between now and December lst, we have
to act promptly if we are goling to act at all. It may save time if
the Secretary could be instructed by telephone as to how the Board
of Governors wishes to proceed. - .

Phone: 839-2216 Zxec, Secr
Area Code 201

.
gﬁ"
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