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V. TYPQSURE LEVELS. V. THE. DUBIENT BNYIRONUENT

Due to the low ahsolute qq#ntity and - fyom a analytical point of view
cven worse - the extremely ;6& relative quantity of ashiestos compared with
other inorganic solid substances generally found in semples, it is of Jittle
wonder that there is5 stil) Snsufficient knowledge about the gencral) occur-

rence of asbestos in the smbient environnent.

in the following paragraphs a summary is given of pertinenl work on
this subject. It has to be kept in mind that results of different investiga-
tors even if reported in the some units, are often difficult to compare

(sec Chepter IV). -

1. Adr
1.). 1n ruildings

In the U.K. & survey has been made in Luildings of different age where

the principle types of asbestos-based buildings matcrials have been used

{Byrom ot al, 1969). More than 60 buildings of various types were included

in Lhe svrvey. Sampling end assessment were carried out along guidelines
which werc described by Holmes (sec Chapter 1V). The hasic method is air fil-
tration vsing membrane fidlters of suitable pore size (8 um or lower). The
filiers are cxamined using phase-contrast light ricroscopy enlargement 500 x.
Fibres with a diemeter <3 um sre taken into considersticn only.(sec Chapter -

V).
The results of the survey ere sumnarized in the Tahles 1 and 2.
I'rorm Table ) we cen Gefuce - though with reservations ~ that asbestos is

vrmitted in decreesing gquantities in the series: insulation becard, cprayed as-

bostos, ssbstos cement sheeting, othey ashestos contairing products,

funrarizning the results of runcreus ncasuverents corried ovt in subway

stavions and public builéings with expesed bprayet\iﬂfulaticns conteining -

QR -
Libestos, conrentrations of 10 fibres pey 1000 &l were found using the light
rnicroscope techmigues which are used in ocvepeticnal hya‘ene. They represent
. P “n6 3
a weight concentratien of the order of wagnituvde of 0 "g/m” which is low, hut

considerably higher than the asberlos concentruticas found in the open air

RNAY 0747

PRODUCED BY FORD




