7 LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION

40 LEONOTON AVENUE
MNEW YORX 17, B Y.

Jly 3, 1956
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Boo 22}
To the Membere of the Lead Industries Associstiony
Taste pnd Fallacios of Plusbisg
84 28t to Do About Them

The interest shown in the address of Ir, Rutharford T, Johnatone ot
STects and Fallacies of Flusbisa sod "Rt to Do About Thex® at the sarmal meeting
of our Associstion 1n St. louls has deen reflected in subsequent requests for a
Jubstantial mumber of coplea, Ir, Jolnstone's long experience as an industrial
Eedizel ecmsultant, xith his intizate kmowiedge of this perticulsr subject,
Tendared his resarks of saterial importance to our mesbers, and thay have so=
cordingly been reproduced 1n printed form and are distributed with this dulletin,
Additionsl copise are svailadle on request,

1o A copy of the report of the undersigned st the anrmsl meeting is also
enc

Q(g,‘“_k, ‘%:_\chom

Manfred Bowditch
Director of Heslth and Safety
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FACTS AND FALLACIES OF PLUMBISM
AND WHAT TO DO ABOUT THIM

This paper wee po d «t e Annnd
M owring of the Load Indusiriee Assactetion,
. Lowia, Mo, Aprl 34, 1988,

Ocoupetional Medictns end Industriad Hy-
glome. He ls also consultent te the Californis
Stats ladustrial Hypure Depatmont ond
Clinical Professor of Medicons & the Und-
sersity of Califcrnis ot Los Angelse.

Dr. Johasions is Associete Liver of o
dustriel Medicins end Swrgory ond sorses in
the some cupactty for the Californis Med-
kol Journal Hi publications incheds e
thvoe followcing books: Ocrupesional Mods-
cins, 1941; ladustriel Touicology (with
Alice Hamihion), 1944, Occupationsl Med-
fcine ond Industrial Hygions, 1947,
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REPORT OF KEALTH AND SATETY DIVISEONS
@ _ Manfred Bowditch, Director

Rather than risk boring you with detatled statistics of activities, I will
say only that the hoslth und safety work contimes to show & bealily growth (thare
bas been sn Increaso of at lesst SO par cent since {ts inception) and will give &
fov axazples illustrating its more ixportant phates,

CHIIDHO0D 124D POISCE I

Bacsuse of the dLfficulty of fts solutlon and the grest smount of sédverse
padlicity which it engendars, childhood lesd poisoning has contimied to be s majr -
time~consuming hesdache, A recent news i{tes in the New York Dally Xews with the head-
line "lead Folsoning Killed 10 Kids in Brooklyn in 155, Righest Toll in the City,®
is a typical exaxpla of the lastter, Through our responses to the inquiries of phyw
sicians, hospitals mnd clinice, the sponsorstip of research, and ccoperstion with
such orgenisstions as the Azerican Assdexy of Pedlatrics and American Medical
dssocistion, I believe that we are securing & better understanding of this prodvles
and more reasonable sttitudes towards it, .

INTOSTRIAL L2AD FOISON DO)

Although the recognition of lesd polsoaing ss a disease dstes dack to
antiguity, end despite the fact that ite ceuses and control are wll understoed, yet,
88 Dre Lshoe has told us, there has boen 8 dizimution ia the severity of induatrial
cases, rathar than in their total meber, This i3 1llustrated by the fact that ine
Quiriss and case reports continue with 1ittle change in the anmal totsl, A srisary
nead hare, as Dr, Johnstone maid yesterday, 1s better fastruction of our physictans,

DOUSTRIAL JEDICAL AND HFALTE SERVICES

There 1s gratifying evidonce of a grestsr recognition of the isportance of
adequats acdical and health services on the part of the largsr companiss, Two
exszples of this have deen an inquiry fros a mon-member company a8 to 8 physiciea
suitsble for sppointament as over-all sedical director, and & recent request from 8
Tepresentative of one of cur mecbars for sdvice in setting up & compeny~wide bealth
progrem,

TREATVENT (P LYAD POISON DO

The so=called EDTA therspy for plusbim, drought forwsrd five years ago,
1s by faxr the gresteat advance in this £141d in recent times, It contimies to be &
subject of intensive study, and a report of recent findings will shortly be mailed
to all of our memders,

sProsented at the 28th Annual Meeting,
lasd Industriss Associarion,
Apru !1:-25, 19(16. 5@. lﬂ\)h' b.
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LEO ISTATION ‘
Ve continue to watch legisletion adverse to the interests of our Besders, .-
Three bills thls year, two in New York and one in New Jersey, to do with lsad

paints, were killed in cornittee, 7Two Xex York blllg on sir pollut havs beon roe
ccx=itted for etuly and copies of 8 substitute draft L1411 prepared by the Associsted
Indsetries of New York 8tate have been malled to cur merters in thal state, Lecsuse
of the ir;-saibility of kee;ing a close watch on L8 state leglslatures, 1t would be
w5t helpful 1f our meroers Laving {natallations in other states would notify us of
adverse le;islation coxing to sttention,

CHIPORYM 1ABZLING

The trend towvards more and more precautionary labeling regulations contimue
Qur effort here has been mainly to securs resscnadble and unifora labeling reQuiresents
for lead compounds in a1l fedarsl and state Surledictions, 7his has been Guits suoe
cezeful to date, with the alimination of objectionsdle wording from a lsdeling ro-
Quirement of tha U, 8. General Services Adninistration the most recent episods, ¥odi~
fication of the New York City lead paint ladeling regulation wes secured by means of
Anerican Standard 756.1, prepared by s cammittee of the Azerican Standards Associastior
sponsored by the Lead Industries Associstion, The futility of the labeling
has been brought to the attention of health officiale in other large mnic tie0
snd sppears to have caused them to reconsider any such plans,

TUIVERSITY OF MICEIOAM PLASTIC PIPE REFORY

Oetting wind of & forthooming report on the suitsbllity of plastic pipe
for potable water supplies in preperation at the University of Wichige, we srrsnged
to see the galley proaf of the report and, through contacts with seabers of the ade
viscry cx=it%a4 o0 the report, were able to securs elimtnstion of a mmber of state~
senity edrerse to the use of lead stebilizers, Coples of the report, axpected this
wesk, will be malled to those of our mesders known to be interested and will be
rm.{ublo %o any others on request,

ALLZOATIONS AS TO SOURCES OF LEAD FOISON DO

Experience has convinced us that no theory as to the csusstion of lesd
polsoning 13 too cragy to be brought forwsrd, Ko satter how absurd wuch a theory
uay be, it can find 1ts way into print, and from then on s almost certain to be re=
garded as gospel, Ir, Johnstone has mentioned several of these wild motions, In
conclusion let me emphasize one of these and cite threo sdditional and very recent
ohes !

A group 1n 1os Angeles hed put forward the claim that lead
from the sxnsmsts of sotor vehicles constituted & mensce to the
publio healths They were very vocal and went so fgr ss to hold
sizable nass meetings, We have socured figures on the lsed found
by official agencies in the strect air of Kew York, Chicago, Loe
Angeles, Detroit, Cincinnatl and other major oitiss, have found
ihat none of these concentrations remotely spprosch s hasardous
level, and have brought this fact to tha attuation of sunicipad
health suthorities and others, wherdby 1t 1s believed thet this
o8t has been 1a44, :

A letter from a Washington phyeiclan, reseived in March,
stated that ®ingestion of newspapar has boon the basis of lead
polsoning in three of our mors recent cascs,® His reference was

!
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to plusbisa in omall children, In reply, we pointed out that
there 1s no lead in newaprint, and none the {nk with whish
rowspapere are printed, Our request that he explain the eocurce
of the lead in theae cases brought no rosponse,

It would be of eone interest, if it ware eo, to know thet
the eating cr drinking of load paints has becone 8 favored means
of committing wulcide, 2ach we wotld have to concludas %0 ba the
case frem & tabuletion received from the Arerican Ablic Health
Association, showing aleven casus of attwxted suiside, one of
them swceasfld, during 19SS, by seans of ingesting lesd painte,
Here wo have & respected and important national organisstion, pube
lisher of the Arzerican Journal of Publis Healthy putting forth s
seoningly utterly ebsurd {tem of vital statisticy, Mhen wo Quose
tiocned this, the reply wee that *{t might Lo ¢ clerical error,®
It quite obviously was,

Porbape the crasiest of all was a lstter from a physician in
Alabana, Teporting in detsil on the case of & housewife thought to
be sulfering from lead poisoning, slleging a urinary lead value
octe ten timos that found in sovere Industrial cascs, and suggesting
that the pationt'e habit of biting off silk thresd, while sering
might be the cause, Becsuse of the association of this physician
with an organisation overseen by cns of our industrisl medis
cal friends (and one blessod with s scase of Iuxor), these theories
were broaght to the latterfs attontion and elioited the
and smusing reply from which, in cloaing, £ will Quote, with minopr
changess

Sinent the case of Mry, X concerning whom the words
flead polsoningt have sppearcd,

e are suggesting to Dootor Doe that the Health
Departaent be requosted L0 make an investigstion to de=
tarnine 1f poasible whother ¥rse X has beemn w.m
lead from sources in the vicinity of her home.
this prove to be the oase, perhaps it can be stopped
with these soquelaet

a) Mre. I wuld feol better;

b) The hoepitals would be roligred of dosons
of sdnissions in addition to the dosens she
hae hadj

©) Our organisation would be relisved of the
nocessity of continuing to pay hospital and
phyeictans' chargos through onsuing years)

d) The clinicians, the Rublic Health suthorities,
cur organisstion and the Load Indetriocs
dssoclation wwuld all emerge triuaphant fopr
having had a part, and Mrs, X, wo hope, along
with sll the others will happ live forever
tﬁnr.‘
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