
-Mr.' A* S# mttnacht : 
Ethyl Gasoline Corporation 
Chrys lex* Building " ' ' -  ̂
Hew Tork City 
He« Tork ■ ' ■ ■ ' ■  1

Dear Arbi* .

./

February 1 0 * 19 5 6

3ur telephone conversation on 
the matter of V incennes , we communicated
with his attorney and e x a m i n e d f H H B B H B i n  company 
Viiuh this gentleman on February

In nyoplnlonflrifllflflflRte condition 
has progressed sufficiently that me are now in position 
to say with considerably more certainty than former ly, 
that he is affected, with Buerger*s disease or thro mbo* 
angiitis obliterans which is slowly progressing* At  the 
time of the examination there was definite evidence  of 
disease of the arberies: supplying both hands and b oth 
feet, the right hand and the left foot-being the wo rst 
affected* get'about to a certain extent
although during: t h i s ©  a Id weather* which is a great hard/ 
ship to these people* he is f o r e e d t o  s p e n d a l l o f  his 
time indoors and the greater portion of it lying do wn*
He appears to have a fairly good outlook which I be lieve 
is largely due to the bounty of the Ethyl Gasoline 
Corporation and such compensation as he is now rece iving 
from the prudential Life Insurance Company,

; . ■ . I am not including the details of his . •. .
examination but can sum it up by saying that thè ar terial 
disease process which he has 3^d to date resulted i n total 
disability* and has been accompanied by the loss of  a 
portion of the first finger of the right hand and s everal 
nails# There is no evidence from his history ̂cours e and 
present findings to indicate that lead or gasoline played 
any role in the production or aggravation of his di sease*

-If the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation is to 
make Mr, ̂ m H k a n  object of charity for which they ar e 
largely responsible * financially that is to say* t hen 
it seems quite illogical to m© to continue to pay h im 
monty under the present arrangi^tent# While the pro s* 
poets of permanent cure are small* the man should b e 
hospitalized for a period and given the benefit of recent 
improvements in the treatment : of his condition* a nd he 
should thereafter be placed under appropriate medic al care* ’
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Mr* MIttn&eht . ' . ;;

A  great deal of  the suffering and some of the disabi lity 
that accompany his condition can be alleviated by pr oper 
regimen, which can only be carried out under medica l 
superv is^n which he has not had for the past three years* 
Ki?* i H H H r  <*oea n°b have the faintest idea of how to care 
for TfRSeTf, and If he is put under hospital or med ical 
observation for a period of time, it would accompli sh that 

• m c h  for him, if nothing else*

The fact that his condition has progressed 
as slowly as it has with ulcers appearing in.one di git or 
the other, occasionally healing later, Radicates th at 
thebe is some tendency toward recovery* I should re commend 
his being brought on to Cincinnati and placed in a hospital 
here for a period of study and treatment by members  of b u r  
vascular disease clinic* If the Corporation feels a ny 
responsibility toward this nan morally or charitabl y, then 
it would seem that the proper thing to do would be to give, 
him the benefit of all help that they can. If, on t he 7 
other hand, there Is no responsibility implied, one  should 
not pay him anything. He would be better off as a w ard of 
the community in some county hospital than he  is un der the 
present arrangement*

I would appreciate your l e t t i n g m e h a v e  
your reaction to the above* 7 I am writing 
nest week to lay down principles of care for snasei r 
and to furnish M m  with prescriptions for the things  
he needs in the treatment of the symptoms M  his dis ease.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Very truly yours,

VZFMlis • : v .. .Vi:7.;v !}■ %-* Wiilard i?!. Machle, M.i).
v- .V- ■  ’ . :
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