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ACTIONS TAKDM ON
ENVIRONENTAL ISSUZ

ST. LOUIS, July 16 -- Monganto Co—pany, sclae U.S.
producer of an i{ndustcial chr:ictl callad polychlorinated Sighenyl
(2CB), today said recent political charges &nd sensaticnal
headlines abour the che=ical causing "a cajor ecclogical
crigis" cocmpletely {gnore voluntary sactions tha co=pany has
taken to restrict use of the zaterizl,

"Our progrz= tegan back i{n 1568 with the proper
{dantificacticn &md sessusesent of PC3 {n the envirocr=ant and
will concluda this year by our unilateral scticn to restricc ics
use," Howard L. Mincklar, cozpany vice president and general
=rnager of its Orxm_ic Cheaicals Division, said.

Be addad that Monsanto had not been prlfluzcd {ato
acticn by any legislatica or organized group., "We have taken
decisive. actioca based on evidence that PCE is 2 persistent
chu.iu.l which bullds up {n the envircosent."
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--2 MONSANTO: MINCRLER'S REPLY TQ PCB CHARGES xxx erwvirsr—eac."

‘Ca::gnting en a recent report that PCB can {nduce
birth defects {n ani=als, Mincklar said, "Monsants is not avare
of any sclencific daca that indicates polychlorinated biphenyls
=ay cause birth defaccts. The resules of ccaprehensive toxicity
studlies, spongored by Monsanto and using the usual specles of
laboratory anizals, have failled to produce such effacts.

"Scars tactics and senszational reporting do not serve
the publiz interest nor solve escclogical proble=s," he said.
"Only & fev zeports have stated why PC2g wvare ever developed and
why thay ¢re csed today. Nor have the consaquences of not uging
PC3 been explained.

"What should te ezphasized,” Mlackler centizued, "is
that PCB was daveloped covar 40 years ago prizarily for use as
a coolant {n electrical transfor—ers and capacirors. It i{s also
used in coxrarciazl heating and cooling syste=s. IC {3 not a
'household' item,

“Aoycne who lives (o a large city (s famillar vith ;over
failures, During periods of pesk powver needs, air conditioning
and refrigsratica fall, lights go ocut and coexmutars are stranded,
I1f powar cozpanies wers fo remove PCR . from equipment, ve
have been told that =ajor blackouts would occur throughout
the voriﬁ..
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--3 MOISANTO: MINCXLER'S REPLY TO PCB CHARGZS xxx vorld.

T “PCR s used in claé::ical equipcent as a safecy
fluid. It has raplaced cc=buscible ofil proddc:a vhich have,
on zany occasicns, exploded and burmed, causing deachs and
{njury to human life. Today state and local lavs all over cha
cownery require the use of non-flerable fluilds (n cerzain
eleccsical equipoent as & safety feature., AT the =ccant, there
are no substitutes available vhich equal the safety performance
of PC3."

Monsento sald {t {ztends to ccutiaue selling PCB for
"closed-sysctan' uses such as electrical cozponents and
heat-trzans fer syste=s. ""Ji.g!j: rigid centrol over where the
product goes, how it (s handled end disposed of, ve believe the
safety fimctions of the product can continue to serve soclecy
and the sovircrcoent can be protected,' Minckler said. '"We are
discontizuing salag {nto 'open systemsg' -- achasives, sealancs,
chlorinacted rubber, specizlty paincs, etc.

"Por cthear uses, such as fire-rasistant hydraulilc
flulds, vbere PC3 cancnot be strictly controlled, ve have
reformulatad some fluids and they ars oo the markac.: 'The new
products ccuuin other firs-resistant in;rcdhn:l: We will
continue t5 develop altarnats formulstiouns which do mot contain
persistant PCB. We will not abandon hydraullc fluid users,”
Minckler commented, "as hag been raported."
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Morgenzo has 2lso u';xblishcd & new system for disposal
or recycls of spent PC3. A sp;cial high-éwpcu:urn {ncinerator
will break dowa PC3 {nto harzless materials. The company also
regenerates spent fluids for rause. The ani.nc-rn:or will be
ofZfered to custooers vho cannet otherwise destroy or regenerace
thair old fluids.

"Although loss of PC3 from ocur manufacturing plants
has been negligible, ve heve further tightened up ocur production
techniquas and ingtalled new pollution abatement devices," the
Monsantc executive said,

"1 repeat,” )f.incklnt concluded, "cur progrzm was
{nitlaced and ccnducted by Monsanto alone. It will be concluded
thizs year. We bellave it (s & position any 'rupcmiblc cozpany

would takae."
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