GE Says PCis

At Discharges
eradable

Is Biod

By LEE COLEMAN
Stafl Writer

HUDSON FALLS - Lucas
ALt general manaper of
e Geoesal Flecteic plants
in Hwdson Falls and )
Edward sald news slavies
concerng GE's discharpe
of PCBs into the Mudson
itiver have f .ul(-d To ention
the lype of PCH

PCUs or poly chiorinated

y hipheayls is a gronp of
chemical compounds uscd
in the manulucture of
copacilnrs.

harl soid the PCH
Generl Flectric now uses
and dischares at the rote of

+ ubout five 'rnllnns per day
into the Hudson is described
by the number 1018.

He expluined that PCH
1018 is 9% per cenl
biodegradable and has nol
been the type of PCRs found
In the striped bass and other
, lish lnlun from the Hudson

ivel

GE has used this PCH 1018
since  October, 1951, Hort
1 said. Before that, when the
s environmental threst of
‘I’(‘l‘l was not known, a PCB
oul per cent

vodability was used

of
hlode

by GE.
Other types of PCHs —
+and Mart said there were
many — have exiremely
large concentrations uf the
non- Mode(udnble elements
in them and remain in the
environment a very long
time. Monsanto is the only
maker of PCDs. he said.
The state Department ol

servation (EnCon), In
reviewing recent (Indifgs of
‘the Environmental
Protection Agency, noled
+ that certain specles of long:
lited Mudson River fish in’
the Glens Falls area showed
hlqmr than allowed levels of

En (.on Commissioner

0;den Ileld then issued °

— ——

warmings about eating fish
taken from the  Judson
River, especially  striped
bass and other long-hfed
ish.
In the Sepl 1 issve of
Sporls Illustrated. the
magazine's lead story by
Imlvul 1. flovie, enlitled
Im\un(d Fish. Troubled
discussed (ke
PeRs |womuu nuling thet
General Eleclric has been
dumping on average of 30
pounds of PURs o the

“the larges! nonaccidental
releusc of these poisons yet
discovered in (he US. and
possibly the world."”

Hart, in answer to the
statements noted thst GE
has reduced discharges
from something like
pounds Imr day earlier in the
year-to less than five gallons
per day now.

Harl's mn)ot points were
these:

— GE hos changed o a
(Please turn to PCB, page 8)

- it
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PCB Biodegradable

(Continued from page 1)
%3‘»; of more biodegradable
CB

- The PCB discharge
from Gt into the Hudson
has been ln\vored and the
fo even
ase this lne gallon per
day discharge from hoth
plants,

=- GF lechnicians
are constantly
tooking tor an en-
vironmentally (100 per cont)
sound replacement  for
PCBs as it is used in the

and

mnnul.uluwnl capacitors
Hudson  Falls  Gb
pl.ml depends on PUBS f

both capacitor manafacture
and sometime transformer
manufacture

PCRs -« a clear, walerhike
tiquid -~ is presently the
most desivable type of
cunpound for use in souking
capacilors hecause ol ils
high stress levels and non.
flamible nature. In order to
have capacitors that nre
fire-pronf, PUEs are needed,
he said.

Hinesses Studied

The state Health
Departinent in Albany suid
Friday that health deparl
ment personnel are in the
midst of making studics of
illnesses due to PCKs in the
Hudson Falls-Fort Edward
area

Since the state has issued
warnings not to eat Hudson
River ﬁﬂh, especially long-
lifed fish like striped bass,
the {tealth Department has
been eonducting & cancer

slud{ aimed at persons
employed at the Gencral
Elecetric plants in Fort

Edward and Hudson Falls.
Both of the GE plants use

New
Machine

TN

PCBs or polychlorinated
biphenyls in the were not endan
n 0 itors.

Prior tv 1970, when I'URy
were not considered a threat
to the envirunmenm. Hart
said that  Monsante  was

v PCRS i pasnt, heat
and

e Innuun
Lalled -
paper

the

g

lllu:lral(-ll
that  “when
farge  doses,

story

nol«-d
ingested  in
(PCRsSY cause nrisc

and stitiirths .~
Hart said th

type of PCHs

disctarying into

he felt the
2 i% now
e Hudson
cring Lhe

Dr. WitHam Burnett of the
Health Department's
cancer hureau. is in charge
of the occupational cancer
study that is cxpected to be
finished sometime this
week,

The health depailment is
oiso making a water sample
study in tlie Hudson River.

Tests have shown Ihal
PCBs cause cancer in rats
and iltncsses in humans
when ingested in large

quantities.

Na e, amyye A ;,.1

e added that
he adwitted that 0 would
take lime for the Pt'liy
cesiduc now in the river to
disappear. He sind it i the
older. more noun-.

Liodegradable PUHs  that
A and EnCon are hinting
in higher than allowed levels
n Hudson Hiver {ish in the
Fort Edward~1fudson Fulls

arca

Hart said GE ohjective in
the PCBs situation is to
“‘oblain & practical
minimum' in the amount it
uses.

Herb Beadle, of Greenwich, runs the General Elcctric
* Company's new PCB3 injector machine lucated in the
Hudson Falls ptani. Compuny officials indicate the new

process aliows much le:

pound —

53 PCBs — & chemical com-
from gelting into human contact. PCB3 are

used in the manufacture of clncllorl like thosa in lb

plcture.
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