September 135, 1945

Dre Josoph Je Hoto
Baton Rouge
Leouigiane.-

Dear Doctor Boto:.
b

This is my report on , whom I saw at the Taton Rouge Ganeral
Eospitel at your rsquest on September 16, 1345,

This patient formerly had besn amployaé By the Eu?on% Company and whilo worling
became 11l with a number of other workmen, ostensibly from organic lesd poison-
ing. ©He was admitted to the Baton Rouge Coneral Hospital on -abruary o 1945,
end during which time he has been under your caras

I understand thet at the time of his ‘edmission he had .56 and «88 milligrams of

organio lead in his urines TIn.addition, he had .05 and 085 willigrams of orgzanic
lead in his blood. These two tests were made cver approximately three wecks reriocd

of ‘time, end the point is that he gave evidence of’leadvpoisoning fram thess regpoge
tive tests. At the time of his admission hs had a two nlus spirnal Wassarmenn, bub
1t was deemed inadvissble to give him treatmont for his luss z}*ﬁ the 1iksliihood o
crowding him with heavwy metals and thus preducing an addad Tsobore.

'*;x L

At the time he came in the hospital he was walking, but there was insecurity in
H;s aalt and 1h wes obvious that this inocsrainaticn had a zat;ar d o

g

8 i
' essary-uhat hb be g;ven speoial care, a nurse, and t?o aﬁbendan» o pre
from runaing gwaye. Over tThis peried of time his bshavior nicture has ¢
remain psyohotia. '

T sew him on- September IC 1945, and found him lying in bed rather quiet, smoking
rather incessantly. He ebviously'was somewhet suspiclous, on guard, snd it was not
easy for him.to.reveal to:me.the content of his thoughts. However, I was satisPficd
that st times ho' %aé auﬁito*y ha]luciaatzcns and that im the past he rad had wisusl
hallucinstions. He had csrialn idess that he was charged with electrieity which came
from under the: hospital bads that people were talking about him on the ocutsides and
thet he was in communicetion with the Lord, W1th e tendency toward bslieving in
"special missions." The history was that he becams belligzerent at tires, :nd with
these open outbursts of hostility it was nacessary to restrain him physically and
sedate him. I did hot find any‘delusions to ths point of learing death, but that
“paopla wars talking ebout him," end. that "he cannot lsave the nosp1tal bgranse if

he did there would be no. charges of' electrinifg to lkeen him alive."

¥is sensorium, surprisingly, was clear, with the sxcepbion of the day of the POﬂqh
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 which he missed by sbout four daj + His judgment was poor and. his insight path-
ological. ' : ‘ ST .

On neurological examination one feund & rather well developed, well nourished mane
His pupils responded to light, the left one being smaller seemingly than the right, .
but of moderate size. His fundi wers negatzve. There was & weaknegs of the right
eye which looked like a transient third weakness but oould be! 'aa'eld souink (I eoui.d
not eer'cam from the. ﬂamily whai: it was)o AYL cother; o ‘
Hia :
up. badly- tha mst phrasas that we gzve to paretles.‘ ‘l'here was® nn 1mps=irment: in his
visiom. His upper extremities moved frsely with good strenﬁ:h and the musoles wars .
_in good condition. .

The use of his fingers in delicste movemsnts was normal. His ebdominsl reflexes:
were present and there was no tendsrnsss any place over the sbdomen., Inadvertently
T touchad his right patella, at which he scresmed out in pain. and begsn to ery, snd-
thereafter he would not let ms touch or test this lmee. Welther would he let me test
tho left pstella reflox, but I am inclined to believe on assumption alone that 4% is
rressnt but reduced. The ankle jsrks are presont bubt reduced.

There was rather olear-cut evidence of atrophy in the legs in the posterior group
of muscles, and somewhat in the enterior group. Again, he would not permit me to
test his reflsxes, ‘ T

The petient would not walk at the request of any of us, but frem the higtory and
rurses! records he is sble to get up and walk with & reduced sescurity. Alter obe
serving and studying the pa‘cs,sn‘b ‘I interrogated each of his attendents, the nurse,
his sunt, end his wife. The delusion that he wes being druggeds the belief that if
he left the hospital and went home he would diep his sceing small men, lillipubiens, |
on- the pipés, wes raeounter} by one attendant. They all an‘eed that he is paychot:.o.:

Bis wife seys that hs was taking shots in order 'co ‘be-drafted when he was fi rs" told
that he had syphiliss He probeblyitook tresiment somewhere be{;wean eipht 2ud twelve
months, and muéently took arsem* ea.ls and hlsmuth bscause he reeewad Brm az;d ’ﬁp
ShO‘hs. : . N

“obvious ta ‘hhat his .edatmn, yar""ic 1&1‘1}
“the naurosina, con*aamed a consiasra‘bls amcunt of hromidea. “Inmsmuch as it ig pose
sible that & bromide faotor might be cmsidered .'m this casa, T suggested that &

bromide detemimtim ‘be madae’ g ' L ] . SERE

I do not believe this bov is neuratie nsithar do I belmvva he::is & mahngerer.
Rether, Y believe this men hed s gphi}.ia end with the lsad poimoning the syphilis
wes lizhted up and produced an added factor which continued after the leed levels -
dropped. ¥y suggestions therefore-ere as follows: 1) that he be given arseniocals.

“KE 0017524
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in small %o incrossing deses (mapharssn);

and 2) that vary caraful repeated

bleed snd urine determipation for bromides be carrisd out, as well ss a general
urine analysis snd & blood chemistry, sc as %¢ he “u*dad intalligently how frsouent
to give the argenicals and in what inewsasing dosagme His only op portunity for re=-
‘covary‘ which likely will lsave scue Ilmﬁﬁations, x*es in tha mattsr of taking care

£ his fertiary syphilis, which now is nan,nwu”aaaular syrhilis with pare ic iép
?1i9&ﬁi0uaé '

Tn one wesk to ten days we should c¢onpsrs
saveral nonths: therapeatiec Hrial, but
likely the psychotic components will drop

Tis vitamine hﬁlam' should be & positiws
sgfoenty His urine {eside
8 cover his case sufficier
balieve ths Yoy has 2 go
progran is handled with
ble, but certainly it ea
nol ¥ nd
cc: Dre Je La Ras‘kiﬂ
YMadicgl .a%ﬂ&%{;m@né;
L3N in
The DuPeont Company

Horth Beton Rouge, lae
ThHes i - o
¥
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1ikely will respond with reasonable spead,

"

Ve deserves
and
out and attendents will not be necessarye
one and his blood count kept up (liver,
from lead) should be watohad,

notes and study his vropress,

we

W
ntly for ths vrosecution of adeguate

nee of improving his behavior picturs
State hospitslization neow, I liave,
considered 17, afber a rsasonable reried

be

car

a bs

to the froabtmant regize.
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