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FtfVATB & CONFIDENTIAL

A a b c a t q a  iiT quti f iM io ri go n *1

jiTotca on M e e t in g  H e l d  i n  D ru sa .e la ,  2<tth F e b r u a r y  19B1

P r e s e n t Mr, J-M. Emgens
•Mr, J ,  C u v e l i o r
Dr,  M. G r a f
Mr. A. de Meta
Mr, C.  V, Newton
Mr, r$,.D,.>i. S o m e r v i l l e
Mr. E,  de .Druyn
Mr. P.  A ud eb er t
Mr. D, V a s t
Mr. H, Dorrier
Mr. B.  G l b o i n
Mr, J . D. F t o g g a t t

11,  A s b e s t o s  and En vl onm ent

Mr. D om or  r e v i e w e d  r e c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t s  i n  t h e  a s b e s t o s  m id  
h e a l t h  d e b a t e .  He n o t e d  t h a t  i n  many c a i u i t r i e a  t he  debate? 
had i n t e n s i f i e d  and v a s  becoming- i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o l i t i c s ! «  
Trado u n i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  u n i o n  b o d i e s ,  
ware becoming more t r e n c h a n t  and ex tr em e i n  t h . e i r  demands 
r e l a t i n g  to t h e  u s e  o f  a s b e s t o s .  Mr. C o r n e r  t a b l e d  V a r i n u s  
i t e m s  which i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s .

In. Europe t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a good d e a l  o f  a d v e r s e  p ub lic !t» ?, ,  
some' o f  i t  p o l i t i c a l l y  m o t i v a t e d ,  o v e r  thfe’ l a s t  few years:-..- 
T h i s  now a p p l i e s  tp  Germany and, t o  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  Auscxcia  
aiid S w i t z e r l a n d ,  a s  w e l l  as  t o  H o l l a n d  and S c a n d i n a v i a  «aesra 
a n t i - a a b e s t o s  l o b b i e s  h av e t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e e n  s t r o n g .  /u-tb.i- 
a s b e s t o s  s e n t i m e n t  h a s  a l S o  been e ^ B r i e n c e d  i n  France,,  
a l t h o u g h  h e r e  a  p e a k  was r e a c h e d  a b o u t  f o u r  y e a r s  ago s ia c ie  
v h e n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a s  done much to; im pro ve i t s  image and  
r e g a i n  c r e d i b i l i t y .  However, t h e r e  re ma ins  a  d a n g e r  o f  
itew waves o f  a d v e r s e  p u b l i c i t y .

E v e n t s  In t h e  TJX h a v e  e v o l v e d  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  Mr. Newton 
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  the Simpson Co mmittee,  ■ wh£Jle 
l e a d i n g  to more s t r i n g e n t  d u s t  st andards-,  h a s  re d u c e d  t he  
a o o l a  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  a s b e s t o s .  I t  had l e d  t o  a f e e l i n g  t ihat  
ithe problem i s  c o n t a i n a b l e  and t h a t  t h e  new s t a n d a r d s  w o u l d  
p r o v i d e  a c c e p t a b l y  s a f e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  the m a n u f a c t u r e  a-.rd 
u s e  o f  a s b e s t o s .  I t  h ad a l s o  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  UK a s b e s t o s  
i n d u s t r y ' s  c r e d i b i l i t y .

¡ p “T
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Mr. D o m c r  p o i n t e d  to t h e  w o rt  c u r r e n t l y  i n  p r o ç r e s a  a t  
v a r i o u s  l e v e l s .  w i t h i n  th® EEC. H i t s  v a »  sum marised i n  ft 
t a b l e :  ^ A s b e s t o s  <fe I f c a l l h  i n  Tin» EEC -  S i t u a t i o n  a s  a t  
1 9 tn J a n u a r y  193 pre par o«!  uiM c L r c u l a t a d  b y  Mr. D o m e r .
T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  much arcuraont  c.n: d r a f t  D i r e c t i v e s  l i m i t i n g  
the  m a r k e t i n g  a/v.d u s e  o f  a a b e t b n «  and a s b e s t o s  p r o d u c t s  
(DC I I I )  and c o n c ; c r n i n f r  w o rk e r  n ' o t a c t i o n  from e x p o s u r e  
to a s b e s t o »  ( DG V ) ,  w h i c h  may ct>,ua be d e a d l o c k e d  f o r  some  
t i m e .  One o f  t h e  p o i n t s  a t  ironie  c o n c e r n s  p r o p o s e d  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  c . r o c i d d . - i  I o ,

Th.e g e n e r a l  f e e l i n / î  o f  t h e  roe«c;iiig was  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  
ne-ed f o r  t h e - i n d u s t r y  tò  f i g h t  '.fv** a s b e s t o s  i n  E u r o p e ,  
a t  l e a s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  more éxtrwt»« t h r e a t s  and p r o p o s a l s .
(A memorandum o f  t he  A sb e st o s,  Ciò » 0 r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
d a t e d  hth S e p t e m b e r  J^SD, copi-n? o f  w h i c h  were c i r c u l a t e d  
a t  the m e e t i n g  b y  f ir.  D o m a r ,  L:«« a l s o  r e l e v a n t  to t h i s  
i s s u e ) .  A c t i o n  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  :f(. « k i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  .of  
members- o f  the- E u r o p e a n  Pa rl ia nn ji it  , e s p e c i a l l y  chò'se 
w i t h  . a s b e s t o s  p l a n t s  i n  t h e i r  c ^ i a  t i  t u e n c i  es , I t  was  
a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  a c t i o n  aimed a i  thàl t i n g  the s l o w  e r o s i o n  
o f  th e c o n f i d e n c e  o f  s p e c i f i e r * - .  ?nd «"Sors i n  a s b e s t o s  
p r o d u c t s  s h o u l d  he t a k e n .

I t  v a s  s t r e s s e d  t h a t ,  i n  motin.ziiv,  ̂ ca mpaigns o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  
a s b e s t o s  and i n ; r e f u t i n g  a t t a d t i g  on a s b e s t o s ,  a calm and 
r a t i o n a l  a p p r o a c h  i s  e s s e n t i a l .  A -l l  a l l e g a t i o n s  s h o u l d  
.be r e p l i e d  t o ,  b p t  t h i s  s h o u ld  l>>e do ne a t  a t ime and i n  a 
manner o f  one* a own c h o o s i n g  aaci no t i n  the h e a t  o f  t h e  
moment. T h e r e  a r e  d a n g e r s  I n  corpi t e r — a t t a c k i n g  i n  the  
p r e s s ,  s i n c e  t h i s  can r a i s e  e nu fti on s and draw p u b l i c  
a t t e n t i o n  to. c l a i m s  and e o u n t a r - « s l i d a s  o u t  o f  p r o p o r t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  i s  sii e s  i n v o l v e d .

I n  t h e  USA " e x c i t e m e n t "  o v e r  as h j èb to s and h e a l t h  i s s u e s  
c o n t i n u e s  tq  r u n  f a i r l y  h i g h .  Newton i n d i c a t e d  t h a t
much o f  the p u b l i c i t y  c o n c e r n s  l f i f c i g a t i o n  a r i s i n g  from b a d  
p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  Nevertan»le a s , a f r e s h  r a s h  o f  c l a i m s  
f o r  co m p e n s a ti o n  f o r  t h e  i l l - ë i f f e c t s  o f  w o r k in g  w i t h  a s b e s t q  
h a s  còme f o r w a r d  and  t h e r e  a r e  aóno o r  two b i g  c a s e s  i n  t h e  
o f f i n g .

The a s b e s t o s  and h e a l t h  i s s u e  Exh m o s t  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  
Ì 3  n o t  y e t  a c u t e .  Dut  t he  meefcims a g r e e d  t h a t  pr ob le m s  
c o u l d  e r u p t  a l m o s t  anywhere,. f t t  was i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  
r e l e v a n t  "home—b a s e "  s t a n d a r d s  .«should bo a p p l i e d  to  
s u b s i d i a r i e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  de ve toj pl  Jig c o u n t r i e s  so as  to  
f o r e s t a l l  any p o s s i b l e  Ho st  t  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  . these
o p e r a ti o n s , -  T h i s  a p p l i e s  to niniin^j a s  v e i l  as  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
though the p r o b l e m s  a r e  g r e a t e r  and may t a k e  l o n g e r  to s o l v e  
i n  the cas o o f  m i n i n g .

Mr, S o m e r v i l l e  r a i s e d  t h e  probi«*» o f  s p l i t  b a g s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  
from Ca nada),  w h i c h  i s  f a i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c u t e l y  i n  
d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  Dr. G r a f  » g r e e d ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  
p oo r p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  were somecii »a » p a r t l y  to blame, The  
q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  p o r t  h a n d l i n g  J-tf a s b e s t o s  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d ;  and the prstb lew i s  a l s o  under  d i s c u s s i o n  
i n  t h e  A s b e s t o s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i ^ t o c l a t i o n .
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Mr. Dornor tabled,  some a s b e s t o s  f i b r e  p r o d u c t i o n  z=rd -• ■* ^ 
consumption e s t i m a t e s .  R e f  e r r i n g  to thè cori-sumptiom,
e s t i m a t e s  f a r  1979» i t  v a s  au ggo at od  t h a t  u s a g e  prstoitfcly . 
d e c l i n e d  by 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  tonnes i n  19.30 — n e a r l y  5 0 0 ,  OCO 7
tonne.s i n  North America' and around 2 p o , Q O G  t o n n e s  i s :  . ' / ['■>
V of s to m  Europe,  Consumption i n  the d e v e l o p i n g  c o u c i i i  es ** * 
would ha ve to i n c r e a s e  by 3 0 - ^ 05« to o f f s e t  su ch  a  i y  cp ;
.this- d id  not happen-'in.. 1 9 3 0 . Demand in  E a s t e r n  Etirr-’f«  r.
(■which is  met to o n ly  a very  small e x t e n t  by  f i b r e  iTiom 

the W est, alm ost w h o lly  i n  the h ig h e r  g r a d e s )  w.aa p yo babiy  

r a t h e r  d ep ressed  a ls o . T h u s , total w o rld  coh-sumptiesn 

alm ost c e r t a in ly  dropped £ n  1930 .

w -

/

J

/ w

A t  the same t i m e ,  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f i b r e  i a  a l s o  astis-s-ted  
to  h av e f a l l e n .  P r o d u c t i o n  i n  Canada was r e d u c e d  i y  
s t r i k e s  and moves towards a  s h o r t e r  w o r k i n g  week,  %& w e l l  
aa i n  re sp o n se  to  s l a c k e n i n g  demand, R u s s i a n  product-ton  
a l s o  appears, to have been l o w e r  than  e x p e c t e d .  l i o v y v e r ,  
a s u r p l u s  o f  f i b r e  a c c u m u la t e d  d u r i n g  I98Q, l e a d i n g  tj, 
soma market  w e a k n e s s .  T h i s  i s  most a p p a r e n t  i n  fch» l o w e r  
f i b r e -  gr a d e s where u s e s  such as f i l l e r s  aftd r o a d  s t y f i c i n g .  
are' t e n d i n g  to d i s a p p e a r .

I n  th e a s b e s t o s  cement g r a d e s  i t  was s u g g e s t e d  t h a r  jp riçaa  
were n o t  f u l l y  r e f l e c t i n g  t he  d e p r e s s e d  s t a t e  o f  tl<r -nnrket.  
T h i s  was a s c r i b e d  p a r t l y  to the weakness'  o.f s e v e r a l  TBxro'pean 
c u r r e n c i e s  a g a i n s t  d o l l a r - r e l a t e d  c u r t e r t e i e s  and tp ns^Ward 
p r e s s u r e s  on c o s t s ,  ' e s p e c i a l l y  i n  C an a d a .

I t  was s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one C a n a d i a n  mine vita» » 
r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  o u t p u t  o f  l o w - g r a d e  l i b r e s  was l i k e l y  to  
c l o s e  d u r in g  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e c e s s i o n .  O t h e r  m in e s c o u l d  a l s o  
b e  u n d er  p r e s s u r e .  Mr. Emsena s u g g e s t e d  t h a t ,  a s m a l l  
number o f  mine c l o s u r e s  c o u l d  be' i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  f i b r e  
p u r c h a s e r s ,  s i n c e  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  c o u l d  t h e n  o p e r a t e  c l e - i e r  
t o  c a p a c i t y ,  t h u s  r e d u c i n g  c o s t s  p e r  u n i t  o f  o u t p u t .  l i y  
tho same t o k e n ,  t o  ens ure a d e q u a te  p r i c e s  may be i n  iih\9 
l o n g - t e r m  i n t e r e s t s  o f  b u y e r s ;  f o r  c a s h  f l o w  i 3 a  ica.jîer k e y  
to  s u c c e s s f u l  m in in g  V e n t u r e s ,  and i f  i t  l a  i r i a t l e q t u ' i  a f t e r  • 
a l l o w i n g  f o r  t h o  c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  nee'ess-ary f o r  ain -eo in g  
o p é r a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  may be no a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  c l o s u r e .

l o o k i n g  to the l o n g e r  term, the demand t r e n d  f o r  a s 5 e«Coa  
p r o d u c t s  i n  t h e  USA was t h o u g h t  to be d o v n k a r d a .  Tien-s had 
be on a drop i n  t h e  a—c m ark et  o f  around 2 0 £o i n  1 9 8 0  a i d  t h i s  
c o u l d ,  a t  w o r s t ,  bo r e p e a t e d  i n  1 9 3 1 . Such a r a t e  of* d e c l i n e  
w i l l  n o t  go. on i n d e f i n i t e l y ;  bu t  f u r t h e r  f a l l s  a r e  pyofeable  
i n  a s e r i e s  o f  s t e p s .  The U S  market  i s  g e n e r a l l y  v ç i n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  s t a t e s ;  t h e r e  may s t i l l  be some g r o w t h  im 
v e s t o n :  s t a t e s .

I n  Europe as a w ho le ,  l o n g - t e r m  demand t r e n d s  may be l i t t l e  
s t r o n g e r  than I n  the USA. I n  E a s t e r n  Eu ro p e t h e r e  hjo,y bo 
somo i n c r e a s e  i n  demand f o r  Group t  f i b r e s  from t h e  ¥r**t -  
i f  t h e  f u n d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .
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Flbr'e demand i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  i s  e x p e c t e d  to c o n t i n u e  
to r i s o  o v e r  t h e  lor*?-: t e r n .  Dut soro_o d i s q u i e t  v a s  e x p r e s s e d .  
For example,  tho Mifu.Ue E a s t  i s  n o t  p r o v i n g  the gro wth  markot  
f o r  a - c  pipo. Chat  vaii earpectod. X t- may bo n e c e s s a r y  to  
d i r e c t  m.e.rfie t i n j  éfí.v*rt » o ró  a t  the head o f f i c e s  o f  c o n s u l t i n g  
e n g i n e e r s  and o t h e r  - s p í c i C i e r a  who ar e r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  major  
p r o j e c t ' s  i n  thó r'egicon..

Th ere  was some d i. sc u- T » ^ »  o f  s u b s t i t u t o  f i b r e s .  Some s u c c e s s  
was r e p o r t e d  on subsit i tu te a f o r  " n o n - s t r u c t u r a i '1 p r o d u c t s  , 
but  l i t t l e  f o r  " a tr-rcc tuaral " p r o d u c t s .

D, FROGGATT

3 . 1 9 8  1
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