
hand In larger plants, especially trained 
men can test and refill extinguishers on a 
full-time basis In other plants, the main­
tenance service can be under contract with 
a reliable service organization or the manu­
facturer’s representative

Generally, it is desirable to seal hand ex­
tinguishers or to install them in cabinets to 
discourage tampering and to facilitate in­
spection However, extinguishers should not 
be locked in cabinets nor stored in any way 
that would prevent immediate use in an 
emergency

One of the most important tasks involved 
in keeping fire extinguishers m top condition 
is periodic hydrostatic pressure testing, a

mandatory requirement set forth in NFPA 
Standards No 10 and 10A The occasional 
reports of injuries and fatalities, due to extin­
guishers rupturing during operation, should 
he proof enough of the importance of this 
requirement

Whether the testing is done by an outside 
agency or privately, there should be no mass 
removal of extinguishers from an occupancy 
A testing program should be established so 
only a few scattered units are removed at one 
time They should be tested and returned to 
service promptly Temporary replacement 
units or additional protection may be needed 
when extinguishers are being removed for 
testing
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