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To Art Fughes, Administrative Assutant, Chrysler Deparament
From Fraok Mlrer, Ph. D., Industrial Hygieae Consulian
Social Security Departmeny
Subject

..

Chrysler Corporation
Trentea Caemical Plant
Trenton, Michigan

Local Union 372, Region 1A

Inspection: Industriai :-2-}gi.ene Iaspestion - Asbestos Exncsusre
Requested by Joint National Coemrmittee

Dats of Inspection: ¥ mmg&

Union

Representatives: Bob Smith, President, Local Union 372
Gary Pickrell, Safety Representative
Pets Bellich, Committeeman
Pave Peanington, Committeeman
Dick Claytan, Chief Steward

Company

,Repreasentatives: Dan Clazer, Corporate Industrial Hygiene

Elmsr Lombard, Plant Safsty Supervisor

John Lardie, Personnel Manager {clacing conf. oaly)

Tom Lang, Labor Relations Supervisor (closiag conf,
) anly)

This plant visit was requested by the Chrysler Department to review,
survey and recommand sarrestizns of health hazards of ashestos use
at this lecation.

The day of the visit was sunny with a temperaturs in the 50':. indlcatiag
efflciant ventilation conditions and ample suppiy of coding air for
rvelief of heat stress,

. o= .
' The plant tour was made with the above Unioa and Company

representatives.
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Agbestes is usud 1 two locat®yns. 'nthe Chemical Plan:, w kY
about 100 hourly emoloyees, asbestos is an ingredient in YArioum
products such as sealarsy “luch greater guantities of asbes:os .re
used in the Friction Products Buildisg, wuh abouc 220 kourly
employees, in the manufacture of brake lizings and dise brake pads,

L

I. Ceneral

According to industrial hygiene reports submitted by the
Corporation and the State of Michigan, airborne dsbestos
fiver coun®l arc beledribNFéurrembatandasdys (ibers/cc) at
all routine - eberations encepk Pamaf Lodige
mixer in the Friction Products Plant. A r#ffRater is
rquuleolat-tite Jocatidn. In 2 number of areas the exposure
is.considerably below standards. This standard is scteduled
to be reduced to 2 fibers/ce in July 1976, and a further
reduction to one-half {iber/cc has beea proposed. Thia
report and recommendations are not strictly keyed to the
present ot proposed law, ACOVENENPRFINEceryand
ther€fo¥ cxposure should by rediciWRéTowar posstnter
with MiPmeasarenienty bf MYV oM IRPIUdelionr Specific
examples will be cited below., Hawever, the following
recornmendations should be applied throughout the plant.

A, Porstiag

2D EiMns where ashe frommen pazsigaisd ato the
aiz sifinll ¥y postid Withf sigag which say:

Asbestos —
. Dust Hazazd NN
Avoid Breathing Dust Vv )
Wear Assigned Protective g:"
Equipment,

Do Not Remain in Arca Unless
Your Work Requires It.

.

?;r(rt,. g eSS e Breathing Asbestos Dust May
, ™ Cag.. % “Tause Lung Discaze or Cancery
aueT Hafoc waer T Chaels e oz Cance:
- NGO Tl b fM'pruem signs to this etisctawg {oand (n tew* toctions.
They should be present at the staraggmeigh-up and piver
' o, - loading statiens in the clamicajpplant where asbestos is
b P wied a3 well A3 many IQEMIORF S0 by $'8165:33 Fradects
"‘ﬁ ",;.”“ ‘.\. ; FEATFRLT I ¥ 28
.“)- r:‘ {,‘s
Lt
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B, Containers \'\}F«k ’) '.’?}'
. W ¢t N
\(’ ( All containers (or asbestos, intermediate materialy, ;“‘:6\‘-\’
. Sp: 0: asbestos.contaminated cluthing or asbestos.containing g
X scrap should be either covered or exhausted and showdd
be labeled. This was generally not done un this plaa.

n
WA

f.¢ €. Yentilation Indicators

-
+

.t < N
o 51""?—\“ - :; v All ozezatiens with local exhaustventilation should have
s:c ant! an indieator vislble'ta the operaior, which shaws that
at v veziilation equipment s performingmdequately. Where\
-t leasible there snauld be ap interiagk which will preveat .+
operation of equipment without ventilation. This should r
be a high priority lor bipel presses, grinders and saws.

D. Housekeesing

1a general housekeening needsd trmprevernaatt, with
accumulations of fallout dust and spillage on the Lodige
mixer platform, the bipel press area, the grinder areas,
the hammer mill platform, and at a number of other
locations,
This matter was mentioned in both Corgoration,

. Stace of Michizan und previous VAW Lndustrial hygisne
reperts. T

N\
The local union stated repeatedly, and was not \k Xr ¢
contradicted by local management, that extra manpower -&;‘
had been applied to clean up in the previous days, /

The lecal unien safety and healt representative, and the ’
plant safety supervisor should together, objectively and
cooperativeiy determine the frzquency and naturs of

o (- , Cleaning needed to attain 3 satisiactory level of cleanliness.
O AT \Sufficient mangower should then be applied to this task.

: - E. Cleaning Methods

Vacuum cleaners were present at many work stations,
Quite correctly the exhaust outlets were connagted to the
ventilation ducts to prevent recirculatign of air into the
warkroom,

. "Squeegeas' rather than brooms wes» supplied for cleaning

floorw This is equivalent to dry sweeping, whatever
tmplement is used, aad should be tannedy Floors should
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be wet down tharaughly before squaegtee 12 uyed
to swees albestas.caniaining Just

VWork Clatking

Work clothing was said to be provided anly for
weigh.up operators. This program shoulld he
modified as iollows:

II

.2'

3.

4.

The Comrdany should provide clothing, 2t no cost,

far all employeesteaxposed to aleborne asbestas.

Uk of this clothing should be JRENMECOVD At
present the Company feels that they are required

to provide clothing caly if exposure ix a™uve tha 1LV,

Work clothlrg and street élothingilisll not by
stored la the same lockef

No work clothing shall be taken homes

Emolovees shall showaer at tXé 2nd of theig ahifp

Monitoring Chservations

1.

2.

3.

Y]

o'

The leca) imisn SO TEresentgive thauld he
wfgrrned o adtxr e of vizits and bo dlfEted o
acesmpany corporats safaty and health professtom: s
on allpimsurementsof airborne asbeastqp. This
was said not to be dane at present {or visits by
corporate hygiene staff,

The W mnlan safety reércuaﬂtlve should receive
a cogf of all notificationato Individeal employees of

msne. .

The lettar informing employess of aver-exygysuse,
required by law, should consaia the numerieal

resal (number of fibers per cc) and skould pekel
oud that such exposure sxcaeded allowable limite

CHAYSLER 001244



H. Recsivinz of 3ahsrrq, Thiemmants

-----

[t was statesd that fram sime to time shipments cf
rmaterials would arrive with brokea or 3;-11«! bag:
of asbestos. [fithas nat already been done, 3
program to coatrol this hazardous situatiom should
te developed 0 include:

1. Swmdofs should sbgwtsbestos in bags which o
¢ have an individual NOEEWGEaSE Pt ©We. b
R% Sernz asbuitos was not in such wrapping. v
.‘.'

. 2. "X msdyre for cawnstas et
~ ‘J

ahov..ld. be
Tshould include:

undrel respizatgls, gt
methods and GRlNEEKNaEY. _/

. This prcc-g rs

11. Friction Produets Building

Aﬁ'fciqh-ﬂ'a Station

Ld .
ANwr

*
af"t 1. Smidiind:s (e oiiEPags should be éawgred or

X Z '-—E“' _‘,_.7 aillusded an QEEENRY: being consaminated '
( o, with asbasees,
g N 2 mturs on the eg exclosure
ot ¢ should sk “m_qycm is on
. and the WGERRELAMRESD pf.
_-.-./3. The cartidleulEle Frovided with soverglor
o transport and while wattutg 0 be loaded,
o
B. Lodige Mixers
1. #4 Lodige mixer was used for a dry mix for dise *
=, brake pad maauiaciure. The other mixers were
o ey used for we: mixes. The #4 mixer was said to
~ = routinely leak visible dust during operation.
£ o The operation was vun on third shift and could not be

demonstrated during this visli, However the
aceumulation of dust in the vicinity of the mixer on
the mezzaniae and f2lloat on more Alstent 3"-‘*cu

IR "

fedica-t o daet gasAn. L LS IR
mixer ahou.ld be maodified or uptir«i 10 thaz rk
visible dust leaks ascus.} The Company should prepase

CHRYSLER 001245
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2, Small amoun’s ot wigs! wase ciat. to LICho: 29
2arts were ratzr i load mivers. 0. duse
escape thould he srevented,

3. Housekeepi~y on iie mixer mezzznine should 4
improvedt Ory use of squeugees should Lo atovpady
and vacumn or wet cleanimy methods sub:itie: s,

4. Visible dust had sccumulated on raised surfaces
and duct work in the extruder room, pv2-ibly az
a result of escapes from ¥4 Loudige ouiver. These
aceonulations-should be prevemed.

Bivel Press

This operattén #5541d be modifteats prevent ¢r reduce
airborne ashestos sxposure, There are Y

At present, an zsbestos.containing miztuze is transported
to the work station in 2 covered bin. It is then shoveled

into a smaller, plastic bin at waist height az the wark
station - directly in the operators' and shovelers' breathing
zone. Hot press operators do the shoveling. Portions are
then scooped out of the bin, weighed by hand at waist height
and added to the press, .Q press is exhausted, Fiber
counts were close 5 .’?ﬁb?a?! at this YotatloW. This is
probabie Lo worsessB T M copmimeannt®®®ore 1o 1522200,
which could be reduced Oy vbvious small changes in pracess.

1. Showsling o IDiNy TRINE 23 showkk omignse done
in an exhausted snciosed ratiom

2. The plhstlc Bins should be covittédor exhaustedl
The scale should be sxhausted.

3. Efyel and hot press opevatord should especially ve
provided with protective clothing.

Q. E, M, Grinders

At the time of the visit, the vantilatien on 52 O. 5. M. gringlar
cut off during operatiam, resulting in 2 vespladge escapy

of asbestos-containleg duwt, The Company representatives
agreed that tha process should not be run without ventilatio=.
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The Company sald the mradlom v as that the baglouse

on the s atilziian sy3t:= was shakisz down,  nich had oot
off aiz 1w 13 the 3rinver. The Umian said .2t the
breaxdown of veniilatizn on e 42 Q. 2 M. grinder wes

2 repuated problem,

I, The grinders should be electrically interiocked with
the ventllation systam, so that the operaszion carnas
AR be performed if ventilation is down. At presen:,
- persannel, including supervisisn, should e lns:rugrad
not to run the grinders if ventilation is not functisning.
2. Plant engineering should investigate this problem
? A and furnisk & written reportRo the safety and health
. . ’ representative as 13 the causwulths breskdowng, the
: mathod of correcfion and a date of correction,
R 3. The operators’ noise exposure should be determined,2i ¢ ¢ |
E. SawArea
1. Fine dust :allaw:a;maay surfices was of
airbarne asbestos escape azxd inadequate housekseping, - [
2. Maay open basrels of 2rbestisivontainingiscren were | *
presag: i itls aved, ThaLe shiuie B grovidas wvith ‘},\
covers. At \i',
v
3. The operators' noise exposure should be determined. ° 3
- \Y
F., Hammermill Mezzanine A,
1 4
. b
% 1. Ductwork on the #1 hammermill was leaking duser m?\.\/
This was scheduled to be repairedy A
~ - o
~
b 2. Dt accwnulations on the floor and other surfices \\(}r
should be prevented, : ™
- .
‘ G. Alr Cleaning Eduioment
, 1. One of the screw conveyats from the baghouse to o
Lo el € the disposal container was laaking ssbeswds.containing

dust. This should be repalred and preventfve
maintenance shsuld be apnlied.

CHRYSLER 0e1247
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2. Tallous [rem the abows lesk into & linished nreduct
starage arc¥ should e “acuumed more 133 c3svaly,

3. The baghouse’on the roof was visidly leaking dus
into the oulside area. It should be repaired.

4. Tinal disposal of dbst from the dust callectar aystern
was enclosed and, a proper operation, should give no
dust exposurae,

S. Dispessl of sasdestos.contalning'material such as
bags and perhaps scrap was by an ordiiary trazh
compactor. Since these materials were dry and
were not in closed containers, thers was potential
for release of airborne 23bestos, The praocess should
be changed s0 that no ashestos is released into the
outside air.

Chemical Plant

A. Dewmstairs 'Veigh-Up Siation

B.

c.

Asbestos is regularly weighed up at'this locationa

smalil past of the time, The arew shatohd de pestagr for
23hedtes engosure, Tha local union and plant salety
representative shoulé observe this procedure to determine’
if airborne asbestos exposure is possible, and if 30, an
s sampleshould be taken,

Storage Areas

A few broken bags of asbestos wure found. Thess vere
not wrapped in plastic. The solution to this problem was
discussed In 1., H, *

Mezzazine Weigh.Up Station

1. Provision for vacuum or wet cleaning should be made.
2. The area should be pasteddor asbestos expasure.
Mixers ' .

. L, k] - a
1. Tha kead ot sk laading poinms en tia ¥2 Rradza minar

should He repaired,

CHRYSLER oof248
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- 9.

2. Housckeeping on the -2 Peades mixer platiarm
snould be uraraved,

3. All mixers /Readces and #4 and +3 Churn) should
be posced for asbestos exposure and provisions
for wet or vacuum cleaning should he made.

Sumamary

The Company position on many recommendations made
verbally was inat they ware Joing all thas the law requisad,
especiaily with respect to posting, clesed containers,
work clothing and lacker room facilities. While this %
is generally in good shafR, ineRgreghiliasbentanis.a
being trested with enouzh respecPlor 1t funcarvannsing®
properties. The abevs-recommendétions woald B¢ teadlsla
steps in {urther reducing this very serious health threas,

Fraternally

Tl G0

Franklin E, Mirer, Ph. D,
Industalal Hyglane Copaviane
w- &‘m‘a’m"w.y*” Pzt -l

FEM/sm _aw™ ™
opeiudd

ecp Doug Fraser

Gibson
Dick Ruppert
Ralph Flleccia
Homir Jelly
Marcelilus lvory
Ed Crant
Mel Glasser /
Bob Smith, P:esldc#’: Local Union 372
Gary Pickrell, Safuty Rep., Local Union 372

-
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