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E | —— Johns-Manville —

o, " TWENTY-TWO EAST FORTIETH STREET
C . New York N.Y.

St a2

FROBUETS

January 22, 1935

¥r. M. F. Judd, Secretary,
Raybestos-Manhattan, Inc.,
Bridgeport, Conn.

Re: Mellon Institute of Industfial Research
Symposlium on Dust Problems

Dear Nr. Judd:

As I indicated to you over the telephone
this afternoon, I am enclosling a copy of a memorandum
I prepared for Mr. Lewis H., Brown regarding my trip to
Pittsburgh last Tuesday, January l5th, to attend the
Symposium on Dust Problems held under the auspices of

- the Mellon Institute of Industrial Research. "

Very truly yours,

(/cwca/; M ( 0 %T/u“?”\.

Vandiver Brown
Attorney

VB: T
Enclosure

AN 30 1935
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BCIORALDOY RL:- MELLOW INSTITUTE OF IiDUSTRTAL
RESEARCH SRUPOSIUM ON DUST

Q . , PPOBLEMS ~ PITISRUNGH- JAN15, 1735

On or about December 12, 1934 the Hellon Institute
of Industrial Research adércazsed letters to soze 85 Industries
havirg indus trial discasze problems inviting them to ationd =
neeting to be held under the auspices of the Institute on the
15th day of Jamary. Ope of these invitations was received by
the Asbestos Ingtitute and, although the Asbestos Instituts did
not &ccept and was not offictally represented, Johns-ianville
Corporation requested and obtalned permission to send & renre-
sentatives The invitations expressly stuted that "atierdance

~at this meeting need entail no obligation®,

Johps-Yaunville was represented at the reeting by

‘the writer of this memorandunt.  Approxicately 250 people were

present repcsenting over 50 Iindustries which had accepted the
invitation of the ¥ellenm Institute. %he Mellon Institute was
greatly curprised at the remarkable response and it is my
opinion that ore camnnot fint a better ing catlon of the serious
nzture of the probleas 1t was the purpose of the neetiig to
discuss. : : ‘ :

I was able to ascertain that the Mellon Institute
had been prompted to call the neeting by representatives of
the sand and glass end the refractorles imdustries. Represen—.

‘tatives of these industries conferred with Mr. L. R. veldlein,

Dirccteor of the Institute, snd after zdvie 1z hinm of the nature
of thelr problem, of its wide-spread character and muzerocus
menaclng aspects, suggested the need of some form of conceorted
actlon on the part of those industries presently or potentially
involved. I understand that ¥r. F. V. Sherwood, Vice~President
of Owens-Illinols Glass Coupany and Hr. Rozer Hitchins, Presi-
dent of the Amerlcan Refractorles Instltute, were the persons
who presented the situation to the Mellon Institute. Ky,
Veldleln, on behalf of the Institute, agreed to cooperate to

the extent of calling the meebing and having. the ‘cpregentatives -
spend a day in Plttsburgh s the guests of the Institute. There
wes somde preliminary dlscussion as to the possiblliiy of using
the iellon Institute a2s a eclearing house for inforrmation and
research upon aspects of the problen corrzon to zll 4industrics
but deofinite comuitmonts were postponed until after the holding
of the uweeting. :

An Impressive 1list of experts specializing upon
various aspeots of the dust problem attended the reelling and

/2 *
R M s
T B b i g



covering claims in excess of four ulllion dollars,

delivered eoddresses. Amonz these were ¥r. A, C, Hirth, =
lawyer assoclated with Willlams, Lversmen and Yorgan, Toledo,
Ohto, attorneys for Owmns-Illinoig Glass Company; Dr. lLugene p.
Pendergrags 61 the X-ray Laboratory, University Hospital, Phila-
delphias Dr, &, J. Lanza, Assistant Medical Director of the
Hetropolitan Life Insurance Company; Dr. R. R. Sayers, ledical
Officer in Charge of U, 8. Public Realth Service; Professor
Philip A. Drinker of the School of Public Health, Earvard Oni-
versity; ir., F. Robertson Jones, General Manager, Assoclation
of Cagualty and Surety Izecutives; 2nd Xr. Donald E. Cumning s,
Assistant Directer, Saranac Laboratory for Study of Tuberculosis,

The sddresses delivered by these specisllsts, together
with the open discussion that followed thea, rcovealed, omonz other
things, the very uenacins character of the problem, its complex
nature, the uncertainties attonding most of its aspects and the
necessity of some form of united action by the afflicted industries.

) It wag recognized that some aspects of the problen
were peculiar to speclal industries but 1t wag equally evidont
that other aspects werc common to all. For example, only two
foras of dust, namely, free silica and asbestos, ara definitely
known to produce dilsablinz fibrosis of the lang. Even 1n the
cage of theso dusts the problems resulting therefron are galte
different since the fibrosis resultinr froam silica is of a much
more gerlous character than that resulting from asbestos in that
the former predisposes to tuberculosis and is r=uch nore likely to
have a fatal termination., On the other hand (and this illustrates
one of the most serious aspects of the problem that is co-son to
211 dust producing industries) the fzet thet no other dust is
known to produce disability has not prevented gntirely groundless
clains spgregating millions and even hundreds of milllons of
dollars being brought against industries which have no siliea or
asbestos qust hazard. For exaaple, Dr. Lanza pointed out that

- no one had ever malntalned that gypsum dust was harnful and get,

nevertheless, the gypsum industry had sults pending egainst it

&

Tt appeared that among the problems common to all
industrlies were the following:

(1) The mepace of ambulance chasing luwyers in
conbination with unscrupulous doctors. The
uncertainties surrounding diagnosis of any
of the various forms of pneumoncconiosis are
80 nany that a question of fact is presented
in cvery case, Expert testimony can be pro-
duced by both plaintiff znd defendant and 1t
1s for the Jjury to decide whose expcrtis are
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correct in thelr interoretations. 1In making
this decision, the jury i3 not likely to favor
the oplnlon of the experts produced by the
employera '

(2) The desirability of makinz various dust
diseases compensable undeyr properly drawn
warkment!s compensaticn laws. One of the
speakers stated that ®the strongest bulwark -
against future disaster for iandustry is the
enactment of properly drawvn occupational
dlsease leglislation®™, Such leglslation would
{a) eliminate the jury ond espower a Medlcal
Board to pass upon the existence of the
dlsease and the extent of the disability;

(b) eliminate the shyster lawyer aud the
quack doctor since fees would be strictly

- limited by the lew; and (¢} pernit the correct-
ing of initial mistakes in the nekirg of
awards by providing for hearings to reduce
or elininate awsards if proof could be adduced
that the claizant was not disabled or that
the extent of his disability had been overw
estinated.

(3) Problens of ventilation, dust collecting and
elimination, &and resplratory devlces.

(4) The establishing of standards (a) for dust
counting and particle size determination,
(b) for the taking of X-rays for dlegnostic
use, and (c) for the intecrpretation of the
markings on the films 30 produced.

At the close of the discussion & Hr, Eurtz, Vice-
President of hnerican Refractories Corporation, made a motion
that Mr. willian P, Yant, Chairmen of the meeting appolnt a
nominating committee who would nominate a group of individuals
to serve ag & committee for the formulation of ways and tieans
to brinp about effective cooperation of some character between
the various industries for nmeeting and cozbating those phases
of the dust problem comson to zll. This notion was carried
and & Nominating Coamittee @ppointed which rctired and upon
returning presented to the meetipg the names of seven individuals
to zct as such Commitiee. No other nsmes having been placed
in nomination, the followlng were elected to act as the Commiltee
and report bazek to the various industries and groups repregented
at the meeting or to whom the invitation had been originally
extended:
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VYandiver Brown representing Asbestos, Cork and Nop-ietallle
- T~
Dr. B. D. Saklatwalla representing Chemical, lLbraslives, Alloys
and Hop-ier rous retals

E. 0. Jones rcprasenting'Foundries

A. V. cherwood °epresenting Glass Band, Ground Sand and Glass
Hanufacture

A. J. Gentholts representing Iron, oteel,and Qros

4. J. R. Curtis "epresenuing L_me, Jimestone, Ceuent and
- Qypsun

| Roger A. Hitchins representing Refractories,Ceramics and Clecys

I explzinad to the other =mermbers of the Commiltties
that I had bheen sent to the westins solely a&s an ohserver snd
had no authority from Johns-¥anviile Corporation to accept
menbership on the Committea ard certainly none froz the fLsbestos
Industry as a whole. I was urged, however, to meef with the
Committee and agreed to do so on the condition that I nmight
withdraa 1f approval of nmy serving in that cepaclty shouid not
he fortheomlnz. I polnted out that memberas of the Lobestos
Industry dld not care to be assoclated in the minds of the public
or of eﬂploynes with those industries vhose problex was §ilicosis
cnd that for this reason I felt there might be some opposition to
having: » representative of the Asbestos Industry working with
them, I ¢id.indicate, however, that I reidlized mumerocus aspects
of our problexm were the same and that if cooperation could be
worked cut without an undue amount of publicity, Johns-unville
Corporation ard perhaps the Asbestos Industry ha a whole, would

in 2ll likelihood be willing to cooperate., It was the opinion

of tha Comnittee that this condition would not present any
insuperable difficulty.

. Mr. Boger Rltchins, President of Amerlcan Refractor-
les Institute, was made Chalruen of the Committee which held a
meeting Tuesday evenlng after the close of the Symposium. Ur.
Hitchins was designated to meet with lir. VWeldlein of the lellon
Institute and ask him to nake & proposal in definite and concrete
form a3z to ithe wmanner in which the iHellon Inastitute nmight be
gble to essist the various induatries for s feo of £25,000.
Yhen this proposal has been reccived and approvea by the menbers
of the Comnittee, it will be submitted to the various 1n1Ls:ries
with the recomaendation that 1t be accepted and that the v rious
industries or individual corqorationa agree to stand good fur a
proportionate amount of the fee not in excess of a definite
speclfied sua.
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Y gathered thet the proposal which would be made
by the Mellon Institute would include, among others, the follow-
ing: ~ :

(a) The complling of & comprehensive bibliozraphy
of all books, treatises and publications desal—
ing with any aspeet of the dust problem; and
the evaluation thereof.

(b) The complling, digestiry and corcelating of
data and inforastion from various subscriblng
- Industries relative to thelr particnlar experi-

(c) The drafting of approved =morkmen's compensation
legisletion covering pneumoncoconiosis.

(d) The digesting of the laws of the various states
- which might affect the operations of indusgtries
presenting a2 dust hazard. ' ~

(e) The outlining of problems requiring resesrch
or the establistment of fixed standards and
the prevention of duplication of effort and
expense along these lines.

The interest with vhich the discussions were folloved
end the enthusiasm which greeted the proposal for unified effort
lead e to belleve that the necessary support will be found
for some sort of program along the ahove lines.

VANDIVEP BROWH
January 18, 1935



