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CHAMBERLAIN: Clear thinking can keep us from throwing the baby out with the vinyl chloride. : .
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. THESE DAYS
. BY JOiiN CHAMBERLAIN
: CDNFRONTATION IN TIIE PLASTICS INDUSTRY :
W2 live in the midst of many fears. The trouble is that we have no means of knowm[., m advance just how

many of these fears are mxsplaced _ . "
Yesterday it was cyclamates that were gomg to do us in. But today cyclamates have been ngen a
reasounably clean bill of health. So it has been with cranberries. But other presumed perils arise. -
“Ihe sudden publication by the B.F. Goodrich Co. of fiews that four workers at its Louisville, Xy., ﬁnyl
_chiloride conversion plant had died from a rare form of liver cancer called angwsarcoma now has wor.;ers
inother chemical plants ar ound the country lining up for diagnostic tests. The question is, will the new fear T
pass with the assurance that the cheraical industry will accept a standard of 50 parts per million e.f.posure »
* level to the gasthat is used to make solidbpolyx}inyl'chloride? (Such is the standard acceptéd in Britain.) Or

_ will the Naderites, who don’t believe that the industry ever hasa case, insist on Killing the entire polyvinyl . . .-

'chlorxdc business by demandmg a "zero expcsure" safety standard which cannot in the nature of things be

. Opc.n Concern LT T L

Whatever one may say, the mdustry itself cannot be accused of cnver-up pracuces The B. l" Goodnch o ‘ fz.

Chemical Company has led the way in makmg mvestxgatmns designed lo estabhsh tolerable exposure a
 limits. In the early days of vmyl chlonde conversion to the polyvinyl plastic sohd that is used ina mynad of

industrial products, nebody woxrxed about the sweet-smellmg gas that hn;,ered in the plants Smce it takesﬂ
15 years and more for an anﬂlosarcoma tumor to develop, it is xmportant to know whether lhe 20 or Sp cases’

of liver cancer that have been identificd as orginating from vmyl l:hlorzde exposure date back to a dark age )

. of the plastics mdustry that has already passed away. . : , : A ;
The trouble.is that adversary proceedings in which 'the advocates of eﬁtfenie positions face cach othéf in
Washington will not necessarily lead to a scientific settiement In Europe, accredited technicians sat

. g,udxanteed" Lo Tl T

stundards without indulging in passionate arguments.and incriminations, But in the U.S., opposing valuc
systems clash, and the scare headlmes make :t seem that he m&s are contendmz_, thh vmams, with mdusu‘y '

invariably getting the worst of it. S RS Do
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* tolerable sai'cty margios. Soine 6,500 U.S. workers now work in plants that turn vinyl chioride gas into a -
solid piastic. Ecenomically speaking, if 6,500 workers were forced to seek other employment it would cause -
no great crisis. But 760,000 workers are needed to make imlshed plastxc products out of the raw polyvinyl - -
material. Anda ;_,mnd total of 2.2 million workers throughout the u.s. e_conomy have jobs that can be traced
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BY JOUN CIIAMUBERLAIN -

‘ - Marginal Notes
Daspite the Naderites, however, the general public has a special interest in a scientific determination of

to the use of polyvmyl products.

Ticking these praducts off is an almost endless job. The pipe now m most. frequent use for phunbm :s a ’

polyvinyl pipe. The tile in your shower bath, the cover on your automohzle seat, the tubing used for electnc ot

milking machmes that give you relatively cheap dan'y products, the clear wrappmg in which bacon and"

orher imeats arc sold the phonograph records that hrmg_you music, and the safe msulauen around copper -
wir mg, that enaubles you to electrify your house at a minimum of expense. are all fashmned out of polyvinyl -~ *
chloride. tsven the respu'atory equzpment used by doctors comes from poiyvmyi plastxc, ‘the medical s

supplies made out of thc stux: nave burely saved wore nives tha.."mve peei lost ay exposure to .he raw vmy] o

chloride gas.

If polyvmyl plastxc were to be replaced by a nntural product the whole of conlmental Europe would have .
to be turned over to sheep raising for mdustnal fabrics. The paper mdust:y. even now suffering from

shortages, would be unable to cope with the demands for wrapping derived from forcst pmducts

L Nevcrtheless, even though 2.2 million ;obs are dependent on polyvmyl plastie, 1: is crass m use economics Rk

" to make a case for the industry. The safe lumt of vinyl gas comrol mzmt be found August 25 is the cut-oif x

“date for the submlssson of evxdence m Washmgton. October 5 s the date set for the fmal decision about the s
: sat‘cty margm What we need xs a lot of light and’ 10 heat ‘when the ultunate judgmcnt zs made. b ;
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