su‘nr X} o
SUN-LHLLTIN
L ue

gha

MAR 24 1831

Employess treated for raches
after working in City Hall

By STEVE GEIMANN
A Binghamiton ductor 15 ireatng {ive city
workers for projotiged rashes and at least one
case of an acne-type rash afler they worked in
the basemint wi Cily Hall.

Dr. F. Ke:th Kennedy saud last night that he
has prescribed 2atbiotics for one man with the
acne-dike rash. and 15 walcnmng others who
comptained of (newichy. red rushes.

The City Hall basemenl show et some »igns
of contaminatyon aiter the fi; e and explosion at
the State Oflice Burlding 48 days ago. although
oifjciais could not Jink the rasnes with Lhe toxic
chemical problem in the office tower

The mast ‘reonent sign of conlaminatien
[rom exposure to the chemicals 15 a skin dus-
ease cailed chloracne — a rash wilh pimples
and sores on various parts of the body Some-
times. the condition looki like teen-age acne

““These men are working in areas thal were
nol isolaled before’ bul aresolated now,” Ken-
nedy said last night durnng a niceling of doc-
tors at Binghamton General Hospital.

Kennady later idenuied the workers as
maintenance workers and civ police. The
basement contains the mallrooni, police lock-
ers and several of fices used by police vificials.

Dr. Arvold J. Schecter. Broome County
health commissioner. said he was stunned by
the report. saying he unaware of any health
problems. ]

Kennedy said the rashes. which he described
as flat and appearing mostiy on the hands. dis-
appear after washing and does not recur when,
the men ary awsy from work.

The revelation came during a meeling with
Dr. George Roush. medical and ¢n ronmental
health director for Monranio Co.. ol 31 Luuis.
Me.. the firm that made the poirhlorinated by
phenyls used in Ihe transformer thot waa dam-
aged Al the state lower on Feb. 3.

Roush sait PCBs are mimmam toxic and
wili not irritate the skin. and <aw chloracne
was not asscciated with PCBs altnough he
£3id he would not be surprided 1o {ind liwe skin
probiem,

“\Ve have had no experience wilh chloracne
al Monsanto.” Roush said ~And we ve had
loty ol-erpeiience with PCBs §f ‘Lere s an er-
fect on woith. )y not vers much.

Roush sard the dioxins and disenzofurans in
the $o0t are more toxic Ihan the PL Bs. and ace
extremely 1oxic lo fetuses of 'aouralory any-
mals. Tests have shown a vanerv 0 adverse
heaith effects in animals. inzludieg liver prob.
lems. weizht loss and enzvme proguctton prob-
lems. ke told the doctors.

in humans. Roush said an internal sludy of
Monsanlo workers expused 1o Lhe chemicals in
1949 showed no increase in diealn or cancer.

Roush also 10id the doctors thal i the signs
of comtamination did noi appear in a week, .t
was unlikelv the person w o8 altected.

Hospital offictals last nizit repocted testing
mare than 4iu people tor PCBs using blood and
liver profiles. and more extensive lesing 1S
being performed at Met Patn Laboratortes
Teterboro. N J.

Meanwhile. cleanup crews will return 1o the
batemenl and b -basememt of the govern
ment complex today lo Degin recieamni over:
head p:pes that show iraces of toxic dust
new heajth depariment tesis.

Edward A. Mosher. the state cleanup chief,
said a dozen workers will use deteryenl and
serub brushes lo ciean Lhe pipes ‘inch-by-
tuch” umil the work is deemed sausfactory by
counly olficials.

In a reiated development, Lhe first state
agencies began moving nto the Columbus
School veslerday. a process that will Inst ne”
the muddie of next week.
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