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Cctober 30, 1974

NDear Taul:

v follarineg are ry initial comrents and questions on the
raterial vou scut mne on the {urner Brothers' data:

Her: much inforration is avai lable on those workers vho fit the
criteria for iiclusiou in the study except for beiny alive in 19662
Table .~ (corparisons between Doll 19535 and Table 1(a) ) seems to be the
onlv reference to carlier deaths i the material I lave.

i+ ather corrarisons are all between the experience in the colbort
since 1900 md th~ reneral ropulation. As I kiiow vou are avare, this
tvpe of «tud-. can be risleading; for examnle, manvy of the very suscep-
tible va- have 3 ¢ before 1906, leaving a stud, ¢roun that looks owod.
“ealt rore detiiled anclvsis and intormation will get at this, A com-
parison with the :enersl population is alvavs corevhat intformative,
but it ean, at leasr in theorv, be nisleadiwe in either directiou,
That is, it is rossible to viss 'roblems or nake them Appear to exist
vhen thee don't. It is mv stromr orinion that rore specializeda nopu-
lation~smcific covrarisons should be rade wvhenever nossible,

'~ corments above renarally refer to d..ta that ray or rav ot be
aval Iable or obtainable, UNowever, it shouwld he rossible to look at the
catort frem a rore are, leneth of exposure, tire of exrosure rornt of
view: than il arrars te have been -0 far, Georre is certainle getting
at this auestinon bv inquirinr _bout the exjposure prier to 1955, hut 1
am thirkins of an even 1ore Jetailed analysis.

I-a1 not clear on the relation between TABLE 3 and the rest of the
intormation, vhat de the teotals (059 and 1103) refer to? The 791 and
391 renticned elscwhere for the original aw undated colort, respectively,
do .ot avree with these [igures. Undoubtedlv 1 am rissing something,
cither feemee 1 don't 'ave the intornation, or I am risinterpreting
tho L ormaticen 7 o Lave,

I would alra like to see exactly Liow the "expacted” values were
conruted,  I'rcot roslly ouestioning: then, but it is rozsible to
arrvorinate ther coveral vays, For exarile, voing the ape at the
rid-roivt of the teviod wider revics cin 2t el te eatinates, « cnend-

Lnon Ue len thoer the perioc, ths el ine ratos, are Lhe are distri-
Bution of tha cohort,

IC thre i5 a8 et ol i romiatien for the rericd 'rier to 19006,
v ddntt oo ife-table T je of leek ot Lh~ cinta he another vncful uvay

Lev iwsstients e tetal victure?  In reneral, 7 ofeel that that aprreach
s not nr=d as s uer as it shonld he

Takite om mutirelv 4 jorant anproseh, hov orueh inforeatior i
aveidable et ~neral healtlh status duries the past? Tire off vork,
disabiliti~s, ete.? As = Pawr ) ready discusged, the chrenie ellnets

raas Ce Tay core deiorcotive M2 incortant than just tle deaths,
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o -vrrarise ¢ eneral inpressions of the irlomation 1 have,
catt't Citaeres Cith anv of the - taterrents - bLut in
rare cauls be dape apd

detailed information,

1
some cases 1 feel that
in other arcos it world e helpful te have rore
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