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PGE : - waters in
: . ‘precarious’
| state .1

By Pearce Wright
Science Correspondent
The stete of Britnins constal
walprs is described ny precurions
in the flrst official report cntrying
D : detniled evidence of the extem of
: : i from k
chemicels snd the poisonous heavy
© metals  contained in  industrind
waste, .
The report, produced by the |
Nutural  Eavironment  Ressarch |
Council. is the finul nsyessment of
the events surrounding the deaths |
of thousands of seabinds in the :
Yish Sea (8 months apu.  Fsti- ¢
mates of the final figure varyupte |

, 100.000. .
The original implication of the ! )
widely uted group of synthelic

chemicals known as E:l_zchkm_-
uwd-ﬁrbmylu, o5 PCBs in the
asier v confirmed. But the con-
, shnions produced by the joint in-
N . o Vestigutions  of abou)  tweniy .
. . L Juburatories ghow that some of the -
- meinly that can  poison man if
. . absorbed in ymal amuounts, such
M . _ay antimony, cadmivm. mercury
“und lend, werc present in some of
the bird tivues.
In & smalt number of the tirds
. \ . thal were eventuxlly analysed. .
. . . some heavy melaly wore detected
in quumdities «t which symptoms
of pohoning would he expevied.
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AT thut period ul the yen they
were in muull, uving some ¢f thew -
mored  hody Fn to supplement
feeding at a time wWhen then muve-
nient was restrted. I sch e .
g hurmiul Tat
' ’ ' ' D chomicaly, could ocenr i the
L tissues in & way that would be jess
tikely with 4 bitd in prime con
ditinn entlter in the yent.
Bup the report says that cven
. though individus! poituinags in the
d sony, wers ot safficiently soncen-
trated to harm wildiife by them:
scives, in combnation they might ,
ip the wale heiween life aned death, ¢
. !l‘m elfevt ol Vhin Hous Wlua. \ '
flon vl be in . vt (Mo halamve
* : of whote pupuistions. ‘There is at
yel ne whtwme hat s
huppened: by the powivility cun-
not he ignored.
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