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7o Members of the NPVLA
Lecd Paint Scfety Committee:

Enclosed is o copy of an article entitled, "Lead Poison Worst
Ever ot 260 Cases", which cppeared in today's New York Times.

In Mr. Brown's cbsence, | cm forwarding copies of this article
for your information.
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Ferne M. Horrer, Secretery to
Royal A. Brewn, Technical Director
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Physicians have reported 200.

ezses of [ead poisoning ia ehils
dren %o the New York City
Heelth Depamment dur..*.g e
first four montas of :his year
more than for any other|
cc";ra.ue pe iod.

Heaith olficiais atiribute the
Sise in repomis to recent ia-
creased interest on <he part off
medical and community jeaders
o ohis oId rmecical-social prode
oM. This nierest jed 0 a
reiease of city funds allowing
the Health Deparmtmient o test
oere dlocd specimens for lead,
Tereby detecting eariler this

preveria tle disease of th
fome environment,
Health officials suspect hat

the h-ﬂ‘w :o'a' represents u.s.
t smail fraction of the ead-
poisoning cases here,
"Our calculations
that chere are abu:
cases here,” said D, VL neen
Guinee, nead of the city's ©
srevention program. In an i
terview, Dr, Guince eiabo.—a:ed
2s foilows on some of the statis-
Les on cases of icad poisoning
T years: :
<:.\ -.-ry-;nree per cent
lead peiscnings occurred a"xo-\g1
cxidren 1 1o 4 years of age.
CAlhough 86 per cent of &
cases  were ameﬂg c'-xil-
cren from black and Sponishe
! S, voungsiers
groups made uo jess
t te city’s population
for that 20e range,
CThe 727 cases in 1969 were
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the  highest recorded in
¢ity's history, but the two

ceains were in2 fewest in the
last decade, The most deaihs
from !ead poisoning were the
19ia 1860,

None of the 1570 cases re-

poried hus far were fatal
High rates among young

children refiect the fact that
they eat <he lead paint peel-
‘..-g ol the indoor walls of
kcmes built before “World War
‘II. Though covered wita newer
Aaye's. ize original lead pa.r..(
mains on wails in many older;
hor-es in poverty areas of Newy,
York and other American cities.
Since World War II, laws;
vere and elsewhers in the coun-
-y have prohidited the use of
wad paint incoors. Some ous.
<oor paints stiii contain jead. l
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Eve-r ne\Well-Fed Do It

Studics have shown
o even we'ncd 3 en cal
things lke paint, clay. plzster
d..—:, matehes, cizaretie Buiis
G crayens thet are rnot focs.
Dociors call this iitleeumser.
si00d a“c-ﬁ*crm sica. In zo0-
u:,,}. e ,.ca is the gemus cone

¢ magpics, wiish are 8 1 e dsubles L:> from
o sasmoel the :.,v.c.. + 18 sympe
Thouzh pica usuzily begins c:-.-.. cz.ie€ “lead colie,” hzs|

1 and disappears by

o 5, the American ncadc'—‘v
o. Pediairics says that "as many Tt
Ss 50 per cent of mothers ol
chiidren with pica also have
~=ca themselves.”
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The chilg may
vagee aicominal
ca become so

0.ed CoCiors ino un necessary
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STy suea as appengecto-

Zead can cause ....y hemor-
in the Srain leading 1o

nd coma.

The

ures may ive
nicden lezd "‘i':. or the fas
iy may Rave fzued lo reveall
other “orms hat the ¢hild vise!
iwed, Methers who work while:
‘on wc,‘::e are reticent 0 Te-.
;veal this infommalion cesoue
the Heaith Depariment's guar!
‘antees of ceniidentidiity,

i Next menth, the Heaith De-j
ipariment plans 0 beain using

ame

:a portabic modcl 9( F .-ewi
jead.detecting machine  thay

Bocause the intestine can meial may °'fo aterfere with] New Vc-x University's depart.!
-bsorb only small amouats of ng of atrves in ke -rcn’ of enwi renment 2l medis;
f2ad 2t 2ny onme time, ingestion cx..e deve! cpnd with funds :’-o-m
o! tiny a:-m.ms of le2d OVeT 2 yem zmgd lam pau aqraty he c..y s Heallh Researc‘\,

L3 rd lag, c‘-s.n 3 paraly. Snae en
long zfne can be more canger :Council, It is hoped that this
~ s.s ca..ed wrist or foor d.op , n b sori
cas han eating a iarger ._‘.oun’ Soelers want o deree: taag  :Gevice will enabie 2n insdector
nce. Doctors. suspcct a chiid! o:so. g 25 early as ihle 10 survey aa entire & '_s...,,[
2 s ly poss.c wich rammoving  amol
must eat .ead chips for ebout Iy evc-’ rather than tres juait  witiowy removing any
three months be. re symp‘.cms! hase symptoms. =as s w:;y ‘paint ¢hips and to increase thei
o! pu-«b‘s"z — {rom the Latin: & —e"..'... Separtment g0y an accuracy “of detecting  lead|
for le2d pei son...;—devc op. 3':‘7";:. 2 of SI.2-millioa earlicr paiat n homes.
. Once absorbed, jead can a’ hig >e~- o step u. its .c"d-,
Tect almost every s\'ste'n of: p-eve- ion program,
.he body. Most of U heavvl” Action bemns  when el

mstal is stored in bon es. and! xeaitn Dc ariment receives a
appea's as opaque white lines .C-,._.. {2 case of lead 2oison.

theend of th Tist and kn Qe' : ks e- from 2 sraclicin ng
dones on x-'ays of chiicren sician or from 2 blood ‘est
with severe lead po! isoning.  :zerformed 2t the departments

Secause leacd interferes with'lazcratcres.

= " - i The mes: refialle metrod, Dr)

Reporied Caces of Lhezd [ Guinee s2id, is a la2borateny

Poizaning, New Yorik City ;.::s: performed by a2 process

icalie d 2iomic-2bsérplion spece
8§63 Cozes g'c-‘:o:o-'\e::'y. The Health De.
° Tpariment consicers adbnormal al
73 Liood .ead level of 60 micro-|
# ‘grams cr highen (A ..,.c:og.-a-r:
s cne-thpusancih of a grem )3
Some doctors Rad ! cped that!
2 ALA (for deita amino levue
iinie 2¢ic) wouid be the easAestl
sereening test for lead-poison-
ing_cases.
inZ
| Toe ALA urine lest Jr. Gai-
‘mee s2i¢, is unrelizsie, A H22ith
‘Depemment  study. supporied
cy resuiis of similar ones cone
. C.—'c:;o and 3Bailimore,
- found that the urine test false-
1958 60 ‘62 ‘64 6b ‘68 7° iy ciagnosed lead poisoning in
*Throcgh Aoril 30 isout ao ser cent of cailsren
W the disease and ‘-..cd
the body's marufacture of} 0 Getocs °°‘”_,°:f's‘:s“°° o
hemoglobin, the oxygen-camy.{ ,**~ au'.aCu...s..., A

» ~rotei 4 Afwer receiving a report of 2
ing srotein in red blood cails, o)
lan ipesitive lead test a nezlu. e~
arge amounts of lead causa| (D3 ¢ rep-esontative i25es
anemia, a deficiency of suck szrimen 21 t 3
celis, When dociors looxi SETp.es OF W aln ?am where,
through & microscope 2t stained| (58, YOSRSSIET LVES i
specimens of blood and ses Iz any of shese sa'xp‘;es‘l‘:
blue specks on the red cels! "’;:,‘:?__f’,'o,‘g:fs .;’: e

armInt rs the landlor
they may suspect jead poxso-;.i % begn removing e ieac
e -7 sourge 4 five days. If the
tandlore fails 0 co:':_'pl:{. ;s
ks .'.“:;c:'.ed adbout h2ll the
ume, the Y .:.‘.c.-'c..-' Re-
cair Prozrim cdoes “orm -
(Z22 bils The lanclond. S-W 001818
Dr. Guince sud the .eal:.".l
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