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PLAINTIFF’S EXHIBIT

OSHA WARNS THAT DRY - WALL SPACKLING
CONTAINS DANGERQUS ASBESTCS HAZARD

GP-1563

The Labor Departmen: learns :ha: nany spackling and tapiag compounds usec by home -,
builders to cover scams ia dry-wall joints coataia asbesios {ibers beyond OSHA asbesios hcalth .« - .
standard limits, it alerts ladusiry and abo: t0 this aew=-found source of hazardous exposuze to -, °
asbestos fibers. : e : R
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Employces saading these spackling and taping joints smooth before paiating may expese’
temscelves to three to 13,7 asbesios fibers per cubdic ceatimeaters of alr, the Dcpa::mcn: 53YSe
OSHA's asbesios health standard limics enintores 2v =97 70 12 Ave FiN s 020 €olle vovvmnionen o
oi ad Ligﬂ:‘l.\)df tiiae Wkﬂbushu uVl.:ugs.. . ’ : B ' ' ! - ‘
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OSHA was alerted to the new hazard by Dr. Marcus M. Xey, director of the National
Institute for Ox.cupa.xonal Safety and Health of che Department of Hcmch. Educadon, and ch.a.re.

NIOSH is OSHA's research arm. “ , _
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Key said an examination oi 17 members of Painters Local 1974, New York City, coa= "+ .
ducted by Dz, Irving ]. Selikoff, director of the M. Sinai School of Mediciane of the City Uni=' i |
versity of New Yo:k. revealed that the lungs of nine of 17 workers examined showed positive ' . - .
Xe=ray cvidence of fibrosis. Fibrosis is a coadition maxrkecd by a relative increase of fibers in R

aay- Lm:ernal organ. . L : _ oo : i
'.’. N N . . ~'_' I.
Although Sclikoff cau:xo..cd That CONCISIONS cannol PETFAWIF8% such new dara, :

.~ ~, they suggest that a'serious health hazard may exist among home Luilders because iung ‘
wmsic .Ca0CET, Which often follows fibrosis, secldom develops in fewer than 20 yeass of cxposure.* L

'_7 o Assistant Secretary of Labor Joha H. Stonder cautioas that many employess arnc cme
= . ployees, particularly in the home-building industry, may-be cxposcd to unaccepiabie ievels
o0 of clirysotile asbestos. The OSHA field staff in more than 190 offices nationwide, and aul

‘.. . states with GSHA -approved job safety and health plaas, hiave beea notified of the new souzce
* .. of ashestos exposure. Trade assoclations, other cmploycx.» groups, unjioas, aad .cp:c- '
' ~ sentatives of the construction.industry are being asked to join the ellort to alert ail empioyess
and cmployees to the potential hazard and of the need to comply thh OSHA s asncsto= sias d:::d )

-+ t0 assure employee pro.ec.xon. . . _ G
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Asbestas is one of the five toxic substances (the others are carbon monoxide, lead, - '
'silica, and cotton duss) :ha: have received special attention from OSHA iaspeciors since o
S A\I| -0 CLNT

amounc-xen: of the agency's- "‘ra:ge: Heal:h Ha-za: 3 merram“ L:z Ja..uary 1971 !
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