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Mr. J. T. Griffis . §
H. K. Porter Company, Inc. :
Porter Building
Pittsburgh 19, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Griffis:

I am enclosing- a copy of a letter recelved from
“the Executive Director of The New York Academy of Sciences
in reply to our letter concerning the statements issued by
Dr. Selikoff. While it is obvious that our remarks were
not entirely welcomed by The New York Academy of Sciences,
I think they nevertheless have had some of the intended
. effect. We have not heard from Dr. Selikoff and if we do,
I will promptly send you a copy of his letter.

Sincerely,

Pl

George D.(-Reycraft
GDR/mrc .
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J. JOSEPH LYNCH, S, Jey Prosident

EMERSON DAY, President-eloct

J. J. BORNS, Vice-Prosident

JACOB FELD, Vice-Proaldent

ROSS F, NIGRELLI, Corresponding Secretary
ANDRES FERRARI, Recording Secretary

COUNCILORS
JOHN S. LAUGHLIN
HARRY EAGLE

L. WILLIAM MAX
RHODES W, FAIRBRIDGE

ALBERT S, GORDON
MINORU TSUTSUI

PAST-PRESIDENTS
JAMES B. ALLISON
CHARLES W, MUSHETT

EUNICE THOMAS MINER
Execttive Director

Mr. George D. Reycraft
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft
14 Wall Street

New York 5, New York

Dear Mr. Reycraft:

2 EAST SIXTY-THIRD STREET
NEW YORK, N, Y, 10021
CABLE ADDRESS:

NYACSC!

THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

\\
SECTION CHAIRMEN

LOUIS G, WEEKS, Geological Sclonces
PRESTON L. PERLMAN, Blologicel and

Medical Scionces
GEORGE deSTEVENS, Chemical Scicnces
MALVIN H. KALOS, Physical Scioncos
HAROLD L. STOLOV, Planstary Sclences

DIVISION CHAIRMEN
JEROME BRIGGS, Anthropology
CARL BERKLEY, Inetrumentation
H, CHRISTINE REILLY, Microblology
JOSEPH F, KUBIS, Paychology
PAUL GREENGARD, Biochemistry
ROSALYN YALOW, Bilophysics
I. B, LASKOWITZ, Engineering
JULES P, RUSSELL, Mathematics

. MINORU TSUTSUVUI, Organometallic

Chemlatry

October 27, 1964

The article which appeared in The New York Times, October 7, 196k,
and from which you quote at length, appears to havg been based on a
paper delivered by Dr. Selikoff on October 6, at a*meeting of the

American Public Health Association.

It was not based, as your letter

incorrectly suggests, on the Academy Conference on "Biclogical sifects
of Asbestos," which took place on October 19, 20, and 21, 1964,
Obviously, the Academy cannot be held responsible for statements

allegedly made at a meeting it did not sponsor.
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It 1s, in any case, difficult to comprehend why your client should
address a cautionary note to this organization, which serves only as a
forum for members of the scientific community.
sense ‘that Dr. Selikoff was not accurately reported, he would seem
better edvised to address his remarks to The New York Times. As to
the contention that Drs. Selikoff and Hammond have extrapolated too
freely from their data, this seems to us a question which lies entirely
in the province of experts in this area.

If your client has the

The Academy's own policy with regards to the press is quite
straightforward. Owr conferences are open to all respcnsible segments

of the press, and no attempt is
upon either the participants or
reject any inference that it is
research data from the press on
limitations and qualifications"
drawing unwarranted conclusions.

the news media.

made to impose any censorship whatever

We must respectfully

ever in the public interest to withhold

the basis that "carefully phrased

may still not prevent the layman from
It is clearly impossible to protect

oneself against every conceivable misinterpretation without lapsing
into complete silence. This it is decidedly not our intention to do.

ETM/eec

Eunice Thomas Miner
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