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Alton Blakeslee
AP Sgisnce Writer

NEZ YORR (AP) ~- Madical specialists poinzed a sirong finger
of suspicion roday a: ashestos as a cause nat anly of lurcg cancer
but also of another excremely vare form of fatal human :ancar,

This cancer, known as mesothelio=a, involves the Llinisg of the
abdeninel and chest cavitnies, .

Much ef the specialists' evidence comes from autopsy s:udies
of =en working with asdestes as an insulagieon wmatacial.

They said it also 1s possible that dust frem products conrain-
ing ashestoz mighs ba exposing pecple generally to some gisk of

cancers, How mueh risk there night be, they said, they could nos
teil.

Relegse Dust

Asbesres is used not only for insulatien bur as a flooring
zerizl, in aurszmobila brake shoes, and in many other applications.
Ordinazy wear and teay, they safd, might release dusc inge the
t=osphere. R
The repest W2t gresenied toe the American Public Health
Associznivn by Drs. Irviang J. Selikeff and Jagod Churg ¢f the Mount
Sinai Rospital, New York, and . Cuylex Hazmwond, Sc.D., dizactox of
stagiscical resaarch for the Amerisan Cancar Society. Dr. Hece “ad

is known for his studies of e-gzre: e s3ekiag in relationship tao
lung cancer.

Ashestas is a mineral, e:a'gnesiv;n £ilicase, and abeut 3 1/2
=illion teus of ir ave used werldwide each 'year, they said. In
1935, worldwide usage amounted to aboul 500 tons, the resczavchers sgid.

winy, hazd particles of asbestes can lodge in the luags during
mining, precessing and applicacien of agbestos~containing materials,
or possibtly firom dust ralsed shrough norwmal wear, they said.

e had previously found that lung cancer and possibly gastro-
incestinal ¢dncer were marikedly Ancreased in incidence among asbestos
insulation workers,' they said,
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Tnewesse Noted

Nowu they slso find a markedly high inerease acong such workars
of =mesoctkheliona, a cancey so rare it iz not classed separactely ag
a couse of death in the internacicnal classificzazion of diseases.

AS a prizez exacple, they veparted finding 10 deaths due te this
. form of caness in a stedy of 307 deaths among New Yozk and New Jersey
building crades union cembeys engaged in using asbesses at least
occasionally as an insulation marwerial,

By contrast, this fora of camcer was Zound to be the cause of
€eath gaeng only chree out of mare than 30,000 autopsies in a study
&% che geaeral populacion sponzored by the Axzerican Cancer Sociecy.

Other Studies

Other studias showed 2 high incidence not only of lung cancar but
Gesothelicias among persons who had asbestos particles ia their luags
R8T cthe tize af their deaths, they said.

"It would appear that cmesothelicma oust be added cto che
neoplastic (cancer) risks of gsbeszos inhalation and joins luag
cances (353 out of 307 deachs) and probably cancer ¢f the ste=ach
ard golos (34 of 307 deachs) as a significant complication of such
Industrial exposure in the Uniced $xzaztes," their repart said.

The cancers may not appear until 20 to 30 years afrter asbescos
dust :ig inkzled or swallowed, they said. Since the particles do
RET dissolve, they may rvemain in body tissue as a8 concinuous source
Shar might ineite yltimaze zancer.,

Ir. Hac—ond said one werry is wvhecher a few or esven 2 single
Past exposuze mizhs skt the stage for cancer. He said this is a
ctex calling for me:2 reseasch.

Takinz precauvtions to aveid breaching in asbestos dust is a
main protectice for indusszrial workewrs, he and Dr. Selikeff said.
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