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j LEAD IN PLIBTNOe

1 1 o - : ~ Jobn J. Noam, Prosident
. ‘ Tno Flemm Load Company.; Ins.
e Long Island City, d. Y.

Ba havo indoad had 8 vory intermsting day listening at this moraing's
session to the minecrs and producers giving their snthusiastic tolks with regard
to the supply of load. As we have road in the trade pepers for the past several
monthe and confirmed here this morning, tha Ste Joseph Lead Co. and the Mmuricaa
1 Smelting and RefLri g Cre are adding facilities to increase thelr production,

] The producers assure us of & plentiful supply of lead in the near future for

3 reasons cutlined by them. In additin, I have been given official inforsatiom

4 that Jugaslavia, for the years 1952 and 1953, also intends to do likewise. This
] ' news of course is very gratifying to us coasumers, particularly with what wp bave
experienced in shorteges for the past year and s half.

Ia thia afterncon's session we have listened to the consumers who use lead

‘ in the samufaciis) of their products and who represent a cross section of the
indugtry. In e>ch instance, with the exception of the Tetra-Ethyl Gas and
Storage Battery psople, everyons makes & stateriant that the tonnsge of lead to
be usndwitain thair {ndustry will de less for tne balance of 1952 snd the year
195) than was used in 1951, As the result I, like yourselves, am a Yt Sewilderw
od &3 t0 where this i{ncressed production of lead i3 0 be used and st the same
time maintain market prices.

It {9 my assigrment t0 speak in Dehalf of the industry I represent, wich
is the plusiing industry. Since we mamufacture she:t lead, lead pipe, tripe
and bands, caulking lead, solders, etc. we know that our requireaents for the
balance of 1952 nu for the year 1953 will be about 60% to 70% of the tonnage
that we used in 1951 I feel confident that sur experience is sbout sversge for
all mamfacturers who cater to the plumbing industry. This decressed tonnage i
ettritutable to wodernisatina, substitotion and circumstances.

By mderrisation [ mesn, for example, & brass tubuler trap is used under
a sink in the place of a lesd trap. A big percentage of the larger cities have
discontimed the use of lead bends. For the past twenty years, prior % 1936,
a mamfacturer, sinilar to our company in sise, wuld sell an Jverage of 35000
traps and bends por month. This would mean an ap;roximate tonnage of 125 to 150
tons, PFor the past tan years, mum.wwuhousowuuu
* hope of ever regaining this market.
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Por laad pipe it a case of substitution, wherein for the pest sixtees
years, copper tudbirg has made gresat inroads in the building industry for service
lires where lead pipe proviously had been used. 1n 1936 and prior, s mamfacturer
with two pipe Fresses, would average betwocs L0 to LSO tors psr moath, This, =’
dzy, hos been reduced in tonnage to approximatoly 50 to 75 tons per sonta. In
edditisn to this natural conditisn, wo have had circumstances, at varicus times
in the past five ysars, wharein we were unable to ship our customsrs! requiresn’s
due to lead shortages. In adiiiion, extrescly high prices of pig lead has encour-
agod the usars to look for subatitutes.

On sheet load, copper too has wmsde inroads. For mary years, where sheet
lead was usoed in bathrooms, particularly for ahower pans, sheet Copper has o~
ceeded to cut this tomnags conxidsrsbly.

This afternoon we have heard in detail reports fros the cable manufacturers,
typemetal, amwnition, paint and others, ®»heroin thay have axpressed their opiniocn
that thair tonnages to be used in the future will decline considerscly. With thils
in xind, and to the knowledge of everyone, 1if you consider the svailabla tonnages
offersd tg the United States from Eurvpe and otdher foreign ports and except for
war, there 18 every indication that this source will contime, I again repest and
ask the question "just whare is this increased toonage of lead to De wsed?®

In conclusion I want at this tims to take advantage of this opportunity
in Dehalf of our own compary and I feel confident I speak in behalf of all cam=
pendes who manufacture products for the plumbing trade, to comjliment and thank
the Load Industries Asscoclation for their fins co—-operstion and spleadid field
work that has helpod us to sell the tonnage of lead products that w enjay st this
time,

It is with pregret that the Lead Industriss Assocliation does not have st
least four mon doing the sase ficld werk as homor Yetzan, who in my opinion, oves
paAny years, has dono a splondid job in foatering the contirumnce of the uss of
lead in the duilding trade. Unless we continue to improve oa the nocessary work
within our industry I ae afraid that the amount of lead that will be required
wnit be sufficicot to k ep half of the mamfacturers of those products in usie
netse

In closing it is my sincere wish that my recmacndstion will be accepted
and that we as & whole will not experience in future yoars shortages that wy bhad
in the past,

It has indeed beun a ploasmre to have been with you this day and trust w
can &l have the plossury of mocting each other & yoar fros now,
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