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1926 100 1942 1,7h2
1927 1,250 1943 1,459
" 1928 1,500 15Lb 696
1929 gg‘ 1945 -
1930 3

Note.- Data for 191h-kk compiled by Arizona Bureau of Mines. Figures
for 1945 and following years are coriidential but are of
spproxinately the same ranss as in the early 1940's.
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elsevbare, lov-iroo chrysotils has grest strategic
for electris insulation produsts, sush as elsctrical tapes
eoverings. Te C. & G. gredes of Khodesien chrysotile
virtuslly our sole source of supply of these highly im.: -
givers. The Arisona fiber, however, is lov ia irom, and t&: It
o9 are eninently suitadle for elsctrical imsulation uses; »-
deposits are, in fect, the only lov-irco ehrysotile occur:
s kpowvn et present on the Amsrican econtiment.

puring the eerly stages of World VWar II, it seemed desiradle to
stimlate production in Ariscna a8 & ¢afeguard sgainst shortage o
spply from Khodesis. * To determine the possidilities of the Arizoma
ares, the Bureau of Nines undertock an explorstery project in 1943, -
the results of vhich dave been pudlished. Mining vas conducte” in
five locations that vere regarded as most favorsdls. “Commerical ore"
that could presumably be mined at & profit vas found in two of thase
Jocations dut the explorstory work failed to indicate sxtensive
reserves. Bowvever, mining operations extending from one of these
explorstory tunnsls has uncovered & large area of fiber-dearing
rock of much higher quality than that which appeared in the preljainary
tunnel. In three of the locations "commercial ore” was not found.
In geperal, the occurrences were found to be erratic, noncontipw s,
and linited in area by rather exscting geologic conditions, such as
intersecting fissure and fault sones in proximity to diadase sills and
dikes.

Anotdher handicap is lack of a profitable market for the sha ter
crades, the disposal of vhich is discouraged by the high cost of :
transportation. Becauss of the uncertainty of the occurrences & 4 the
hizh cost of mining, only & moderste increase in production is t:. be
expected even vith the stimulus of exceptionally high pricos.

Heaver 2/, vho has made a first-hand study of the region, hopes that
Arizona can produce VP t0 1,000 tons & year of grades 1l and 2 thit
vill satisfy tbe stockpile specification for low-iron chrysotile.
Financial assistance in some form may, however, be required befo.e

. such an objective can be attained.

o Stevart, Lincoln A., and Haury, P. 8., Arizona Asbestot
" ‘Deposits, Gila County, Aris.: Burcau of Mines Rept. of Investifitions
&1“1, 15*7) 28 ™.

2/ WVeaver, Jesse K.; Raybestos-Manhotten Inc., peracoal ot muni-
cation; 1951.
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