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KARYTAD - TOXIC FIJISAIS

Zffective June 1, tho State of laryland made it unlewful to sell toys and rlzcyinirgs,
-.;cluui-zg chiléren's furniture, finished with zny zaterial counteining "lead or

otler subsicnce of a poisonous nature from contect with viich children may ve In-
Juriously affected,® unless such articles are so labeled as to show thot the firnish
contains lead or other poisonous substiance.

It is a vrininal statute. ead no aérinistrative agency is authorizel to issue reju-
laticns or establish the percentases of verious toxic matericls that nay szfely

be vced in Tfinighes that will not recuire tie usze of waraing ictels,

The Siate Department of Bealth hos uncertnizen thie enforcemeat of this law - caforce-
reat in the sense of polic*ng, vithout interp-etation., It hns éisclaimed avilarity
to issue reguletions, and hns pointed out that in laryland, in criminzl cnces,
Jurics cre judzes of toth the law and the facts, and thst no jury wouid te towd Ly
oy action or opirnion of the Teparizent,

Toy and furniture dcalers in i2ryland have decmanded guarantees of non-injuricus ff:—
ishes from n:ﬁafactnr rs, vho in turr nave demznded assucances from zezters of thi
ivfeetry. Some of our neisbers lizve sousht sinmilar essuraices from raw material -an-
ufzcturers. So far zs we Iowow, none :ave been given,

Tiie wroblex is difficult. Some interpret this law 2s reguiring a lodel if e finizh
cctaing any lead, for ennmhle, rezirdless of percentage. Ve hove Intorrehed 1t
more raryuvly - 2s renuiring lavels only vhen finishes contein 1:2d4 or otier iof=dn-
ous wutgtnce § t: 2t vith hich chiléren may ue induriovsly nffected. This
Irltermnvetation s sumoorited oy an unoificial oy-x‘on by the Attoruey Geueral of
Mmivirnd o the Sinte Oopzri-ont of Eecalth. Ve bear 1n =ind, hovever, =t ia i~
Toad e Sevics are Jvilss of Voth law oné fuet,

“hig rms nn oanivicely aifficnlt lav to opsorse. It had natent faulis, and they o
coisted out, bat the purnose, to vrotect ch*lcrcn. \ms 1z ~udable, and could not bve
onvosed, The bhaclizround was urnfortunnte. The Yealth Departnent had a recoré of
thirti-one czses of leal poisoning of chilérer in 1948, four of vhom died. Ten
Tares hnve teen renorted this year, The ZSaltinore City Lealtis Tepartmeat rﬁcoré
show a ‘tofal of 213 cazes of lead poisoning in ch 1iléren under texn vears of age slince
193], iaclud-n@ 76 ceaths. Its bulletin opocared wille the till ves he;ore .ue
Lejizlature, Ve are siceptical of the @iagnoses but unable to dispute tihem,

It would have teen impradent to Hoint out tiat the e":o;u‘e from %os 27€ chiléren's
Triesiture is u¢P1151b1e and thnt rﬁi]éren ca2 coxtact other fianiczlies zbout the ’;zfe.
That e oald tzve iavited broader leziclation restr1c~1n; t=e wse of lerad, The T-lii-
rore Tecalth Tepartzent in the 2y issue of "Sealth Ilews" ns alrondytermed poronts:

"Use only »maint vhich does not contain lexd for repainting infoor suriccos,
furniteze or tcys.”
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"Fiuive old pnint from window £11ls vefore repainting with lead-foee patat.t

-~ L .~ . 1 < ~ e - L Y. .2 a2 cemm ot S 4% & s * L
2t s el mad Doz s oy Trpiclatlon, The oaziTility irnt oilor 70 tus
.. TN b -t X3 o~ hi S LY . - -4 - S .- -

A DALY L..,:x“u's e:rnzre or Inftroduce sven Trosfer loiclation cmint Te

caLtotiued,

-



- 2-

¥e do not lmow enough zdout the to::icity of the various materials used by our ia-
distry. Eeretofore, there has been no occazion for such an investizetion. Ve
ehould Imow nore.

f suck lesislation appears elseuhere, 1% vovld ceea mrefsrable 4o have 2 lav ¢n-
forced 9y an administrative 2gency with wiieh the incdusiry could deal, 4As scch
asency vould nrodbably lmow litile o= notaing of the toxicity of our materials, it

vractical guicdznce. The Scientific Section has beea exploring ell sources of =:wh

infermoction and the Toxic izterizls Comnitice vill coubiless talte the provlem viler
consiceration,
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