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March 25, 1976

am

TO: Mr. Bill Stephenson , ' 4
- FROM: Tony Biesada »
: \
RE: - Media Coverage - Talcs ; .

s

FYI. Attached are transcripts of follow-up coverage of the asbestos-in-talc
story triggered by Dr. Langer of Mount Sinai Hospital. While falling shor¥’
of a direct retraction, this amplification of the issue is as close as anyone’
is likely to come. -These broadcasts by the major TV networks came after
considerable heavy pressure from Johnson & Johnson.
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41 EAST 42nD STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017, 697-5100

CONFIDENTIAL

PROGRAM  {EWS CENTER * | STATION yitg (¢ -Ty
DATE . HMARCH 23, 1975 5:367H CTY  NEW YO

o BROADCAST EXCERPY
. \

CHUCK SCARBOROUGH: Asbesios fibars have naen implicated
in causing cancev !n bumzaNsg, SO ra2<2nt roports that some tslecum
- powders coniained excessive amounts of asbpstos Fibers created -
a widespread furow; but that repori, say the experts at Mt., 7~ U
Sinal Hospital where the studies were done, has been overbiown.
Frank Fleld fhas a report for us. Franik? ) £

FRAWK FIZLD: Two weaks ago a news veport Trom Washington
revealaed that many ieading brapds of talcum powders for habv
and bedy use contained ashestos flhevs. How, the scientists
apparently went along wilwth the sftery at the 2ime, but now ilay
have reservations and they say whai wat not revealed was the
ract that the talcum pozdmr; tested were several years old and

.ot represeristive ef what is en iha 3heif today.
MAN: Wa %“neow of no evidzneec that babiasz?® talcum powders
a LC

as marketed todsy is in any way daavavreus 4o th aish of the
infant.

FICLD: VWell, whev2 was this stovy from? WYhere was this
scare?

HAN.v The:ssto has been around since 1970 or so, since --
and ft's beemfkno§%§that occaslional talcum poviders dld contaln
asbestog. The ac ‘;rtar*'ﬂ, rxnily, poenvae f th~ Foport
that a numbei of s ec!nvna vara ‘ousad out In 7. inal 26 centoin

_asbestos, but,what»waf 70t pelinted cut in the Inliial raport

"was that these were old specimens wiich were us d during tho
development of a method, and that ?h~y dtd rot Include talcun
powders adverilsed for bables, crcept “or cre whlch had been
bocught five years ago ard which had oniy, we haer, eniy a very
small percentage, Vess than cno percent of the marie.

T.r <ne ﬁ
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.t~at ashestas has go* to be iooked
,s on aJregular basls so that any appearance-
1B D ie gdets on the market, and that's .the
Food and Dirug Adm!nis tion-s job, tn survey taicum powders
to be .sure., But as fa. 2s we can teil, and especialiy as: far
as.baby talcum powders arz concerned, they are clean.

FIELD: According to the Mt. Sinal authorfties in-a release
‘which was gliven out this afternoon, the research data which - .
* lead to the premature story of asbestos in talc should have . A
first been pubiished in a scientific journal and ithen reviewed
" by experts before recenv:ng any’ publucl&y.- That's. a tough thing
to do nowadays. . \ R

SCARBOROUGH' Frank, what would vyou suggest for anybody
who pu; the talce aw Vi af’er heavring ouvr story., do w@ch it.now?
\

F!ELD: Yeil, cbvlousiy the Mt. Sinar\authoritias feel tﬁa .
the basis for the original story, as you said before, was an‘?;
overblown verslion of what had happened and that they conaidegé
It safe to use. , There are many questions yet that remain unanswe
there are other substances found In taic that have not been;”rkﬁgk

thoroughly tested, but at this point | would sliaply go along
with what the good doctor salid. '

' SCARBOROYUGH: Thank you, Frank.
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DATE.  MARCH 23, 1975 . 5:20PE  COTY . HEY YORK - .

L

BROADCAST EXCERPT

. : A T 3
. R oL eV T e S ”
ROGER GRIMSBY: Several weaks ageo \'n reparvted: on Tindinus :
: A = >
. . . . . N T
. : -
at M¢. Siral Hospitai &hat‘somevbrands%?ﬁ;ta}aym&ﬂOWdar had. _.
» - Ve roue A :
unsafe ievels of asbestos. Today.Ht. Sinat.says. those fimn :
. SN e T TRy A 3

were made over three vears ago; the hospital says more red
- : B o O W iy

data shows baby talcum pbwdeés to be safe.
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BROADCAST EXCERHT

STEVE BOSH Farlicr ~his month we rf‘p':.‘t’d i hyeft re,'."v; te
cf a study conducted by two doctors Vor %ount Slnah@qcspita!
a stndy which showed chat niae of ihe 19 weody and h by powdays

they tested contalned azbestos fibers. Prolonged atpo&ure to“”V“
certain forms of ashestos can cause cancer. The company’ ?n ;
insist their products are safe, but on March Eth John S?o qaﬁ
asked Dr. Arthuy Reiie of Mount Sinal, one of the two.researghers’
who worked on the projact, what his conciusions ware- ) {ny

JOHYN STOSSEL: After the study would vou gse taic?

DR. ARTHUR ROLLE »Cerﬁainif aoz. § thiank ~-- there are
eneugh problems wlith asbestles without uskng domething Pike this.
! would sugaest =orn stareh =s 3 substitug :

[t1]

ROSH: Bug teoday Or. Thomes Chalmers, Precidant znd Dean
of Meount Sinal, reicasad a statemant on thc rapors In which
ha said the o.!q"e? purpese of tha research was teo daveioprent
effectlive techniques for measur!ag the praserce of asbesios _
in talc, the veszarch of the bighest qualtliy. However, the i
samples acgtually used had been purchased moie than three years
ago, a fact which was not mentioned In the medlia reports. Dr.-
Chalmers, also sald any Implication in the news stories. that
most oﬁ.,7 ; i upowder currentiy on tha market contalns asbestos
Y the most iecend data v cha Fua, i
\f"owﬁ. Sinal's DYapartwmnnt ';i Fodlaneian whaow
‘ﬂu, st eafa aradeat . '
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DATE™ . HARCH 2h, 1976 10:30PH CITY: :  NEW YORK

\
R BROADCAST, EXCERPT ~ 0 i3 wome s
\

JOHN ROLAND: A couple of weeks. ago'wé told ybu‘about a

new study from the Mount Slna! Hedlcal\Center .on dangerous,

cancer causing asbestos leveis In talcum powder. Today, Mountxi

SInal modlfled that report somewhat. They sald the sample#fthq&

d‘ﬂ‘ﬁ,“z— T :'.
used were up to five years old and therefore did not necessarily

represent the talc currently on the market.
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