Beptexber 27, 1976

MOTOR Magazine
T750 Broadway
Fev York, Bev York 10019

Artention: Mr. Robert J. Cerullo

Dear Mr, Csrullo:

This 4s to reply to your letter of September 20, 1976 meen.h\g Dr. Selikoff's
vrite-up in the Dally NHews.

In answver to ths quutionl z.n your htur—»yus,,aaut brake linings on
todey’s cars contain asbestos. Ths disc brake snd.drmm brake linings used
on most American paspenger cars and trucks contain about 50-60% asbestos.
The asbestos 18 "locked 4™ to a matrix of resin and other materisls. ZThe
asbegtos by itself is not free. Ths problen with asbestos occurs if a
sbop grinds mnd cuts brake lining ssgments without good dust collection
systems, Also, thare i3 a problemsduring the removal of old brake linings
preparatory to & relipe, During removal, dust from the brake system cxn
be inhaled 1f e wechamic uses a zir hoss or other procadures that tsnd to
vaise dust in the chop. 1t bhad desn common practics ia braks lhopl to use
air hoses to clean off ‘brakes., It i3 oot a good pragticas,

As Tegards your question coucarning wy reaction to Dz, Selikoff's remarks,

1 414 oot read the articla fully, I did see the headlinas 4o the Hev - -
York Daily News, I Bz not & midical suthorigy and am in mo position to

discuss epidemiological ‘daraspn whichoDr. SSeLikSELf-projectéd-this:hikh . ~
wortality for people repairing brakss. I1f those working with brakss in -
service eenters ars sufficiently alarped by Dr. Selikoff's ramarks to

initiate good work. practices in the shop, his ramarks gaysbe~lBelpful.

As repgards the ‘ccurncy of bis renarks, I don't balleve I'm qualified to
comnent .

Along this line, I might nggut coutacting the Asbestos tntonuuca
Association, (AIA) 1B3S K Street, N.W., Washingtomn, D.C. 20006, Bacausa of
the propossd OSEA amendments coancerning asbastoes in the workplacs the AIA

has undertaken costly consultant gtudies om the difficulties with the OSHA
regulations and the medical evidence in support of the proposed aweandasats.
Whils theymayrhave data concerning the madical aspacte=ofupast occuypatiooml
rxposuresatatishastos svailable ~epidemiological<datssis-pot-conclusive T =There




