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As a p r e c a u t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  25 women o f  c h i l d b e a r i n g  

p o t e n t i a l  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  j o b  r e a s s i g n m e n t s  a t  t h e  3M D e c . i t u r  p l a n t  t h i s  

w eek  so  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  be  e x p o s e d  t o  a  t y p e  o f  f l u o r o c h o m i c a l  t h a t  c a n  

c a u s e  b i r t h  d e f e c t s  i n  r a t s .

P r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  o f  a  r e c e n t  3M t o x i c o l o g y  s t u d y  showed t h a t  t h r e e  

r e l a t e d  f l u o r o c h u m i c a l s  a f f e c t e d  e y e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  f e t u s e s  o f  r a t s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  P h i l  R a t h s ,  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  C h e m i c a l  R e s o u r c e s  D i v i s i o n  p l a n t .

The  s t u d y  c u r r e n t l y  i s  b e i n g  r e p e a t e d  on  r a t s  a nd  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  t o  

c l a r i f y  t h e  i n i t i a l  f i n d i n g ,  P.uths e x p l a i n e d .  U n t i l  t h e s e  r e s u l t . : ,  a r c  

known and  e v a l u a t e d ,  h e  s a i d  t h e  3M M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  f e l t  i t  was p r u d e n t  

t o  recommend t h i s  a c t i o n .

Tin: women a r e  b e i n g  r e a s s i g n e d  t o  j o b s  i n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  3M I ii;r. 

a n d  A l l i e d  P r o d u c t s  D i v i s i o n  p l a n t .  T h i s  i s  b e i n g  do ne  i n  a n .  e i jui  t a b l e  

way that :  w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s e n i o r i t y  s t a t u s ,  b e n e f i t : ,  and  p a y ,  

R e t h b p o i n t e d  o u t .
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"While we are not aware of any adverse health effects on our men 

and women cir.p3oye.ae" Rathe said, "we are transfer*-!nj; tliese wbbch as a 

precautionary step pending further testa."

The three f 1 uorocheuiicalu are ur.ed in the manufacture of specialty 
chemical a by 3H and various other industrial firms.
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Por further information contact: 
Lovell Ludford
3M Public Relatione Department 
3K Company, 3H Center 
St. Paul, Minnesota 35133 
Telephone: (612) 733-6154
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