all apxiodsly ready. YOpS LAk
top with ihe grayish frige of bair

H. Wil- R
es ave-{ ot ayournd st the lével made
him most vigble ot all. He was

Santall acerest to her and he spoke calmly

3 Cll’: ow. !
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{l 1ift a buman fatm out of the
'l coupe. .

Wise. In mite of his aggressive
spirit " It was why people loved
hiin, why be made a .great foot-
ball coach, Already he was open-
ing the team's fitst ald kit The
bus driver held o “ashlight Wi,
and pext moment Blythe bc .elf
was helptng Duane and Norman

“This is a wompn, & git),” Nor-
man siated, quite  unnecessarily,
The: screams 'that had first
frozen everybodya blood had
ce: . but the Baby was still
walling. And yet-the woman was
pot unconscious. '
“T-thank—thark  yeu!™ zhe
managed tremulopsly. “Scooter is
—~Seooter—!”
“Just be quieti,f Blythe - coun-)
saled. “We'll Lff you.”
| Big Duane mded that, “Yes
pa'am. It1 be epbier if you do."|
“Scooter! I mujt bave Scooter!”
They reached rpr Bceooter, Ten-|
derly, quletly, was  litted|
through the twidted coupe door,
past the teeth ¢! broken glass
sand metal. ts rumbled
through the foofball players as
they crowded upi '’
“Way he was fiked, I don't be<
lieve ther¢’s a gratch oo him,
Duzne Hogan drawled. “Scooter,
eh?” Bk

o 9

mather w;

bibg in relief]
thing . Pop made a to-. .

b J
as crying. Sob-
more than n7«

guided,
&t her el
B

Blythe, staying

“The seat,” Blythe di-
rected. “It's long enpugh for her
to lie down on. Careful. oh care-
ful, Duane!” .

Duane put her down tenderly
angd the stranger smiled pale
thanks, Pop Miller came to finish
hig work. ‘Blythe piled on blankets
and even profiuced hqt coffee from
@ yacuumy bottle,

#Cold now?” Blythe asked.
4“Shaking, Nerves, [ guess.
Youre all so kind to us. I8
Scboter—2" °

*Scooter is sitting bappily in Mr.
N an Dana's lap—there, see?-~
hojding a football. Nerman is All«
America quarterback from State
U., but cprrently of the Pilot Re-
plicemmen}t Center, Lincoln Field,
like the rest of us.” |Blythe tried
say gl that caspally, Never
lef hystatia creep into your voice,
Pdp bad; often coungeled,

n a liftle while Blythe shooed
alf the ofhers away. Mostly, the
mén were busy outside. The
wijecked .coupe had to be. moved
off the pfivement. It had skidded,
ledped, struck hard. ,But the bus
cofild still run safely. The night
stgrm held njore sleet thai rain
nopv, and.the hour ‘wa: Jrifting
on{ past midnjght.

Relaxed at last, the strange girl
tripd again to! thank them. Biythe
thought it best to let her talk, for
y dould sleep how anyway.
THere wlas et a ~hour run
batk to In Field

. |“This {s thq end of everything,”
the injugcd woman sighed. Then
shp added, rather _punkily, *.‘ut
I+1 can start all over, 1 willl’
Blythe; waited, then sald, “You
haven't told us who. you are.”
‘I'm Nancy Hale, Mrs. James
W‘Esley Hale”

-3

no|

[ < N

Big [Duane todk the baby frdm the wrecked car, while

Blythei and Norman tried to cousole thae frightsned young
girl. $hé was mare scared than hurt,

and Blythe made ower lier, pree
tending

tion. Blythe looked sideways at
Duane's face. The big Texan. she
realized, was as tenider and under-
standing ,as he was strong. It
tightened Blythe's throat again;
she, who had s0 often felt a lump
in her throat and a quickening in
her heart whepever Duane Hogan
was pear. For two years she had
Joved lim, as silently as time
itself. And for two years the im~
pression she, the football coach's
daughter, had gnade on Duane Ho-
gan amounted to nothing at all

Tactfully now, he went away
again, and took Scooter to hold
and help back to sleep in the rock-
ing motion of the bus. Blythe sat
on the floor to .be near Nancy
Hale,and {alk Jow-tone with her
it she wished,

“You are all so sweet,” Nancy
murmured, over and over. “We
might have been killed.”

“Hush, dear. Everything’s
okay.”
“Scooter’s asleep.” She raised

up to look at her son, three seats
forward now.

!“He's a darling baby.”

*Yes, I love him so. He's 2
years old now. Look at them!
That's the way Wesley used to
hold him. The very way!"

Blythe said nothing. It wss a.
tender moment,. requiring wo
words, |

{'That man-—ig he married?”
Néncy asked t.heuf “Does he have
& child?” ! .

Blythe smiled, “No, dear! That's
Duane Hogan. He's another foot-
pall star. From A. and M. The
Aggies, He's—he's scared to death
of girds, much less marriedl”

Nancy did not smile. She was
4l trembling a little trom shock.

both them. Ther. we- - scratched ‘How mice., You were riding to | And perhaps from memory, too.
on the woman. {J - inger; | Loe }um.maybe" You and Scoot- |She lay back now, gazed up at
a-lot bf bruis.., ef” ) iR othing,
forehend - whiza “No.” | i “He's—he's wonderful,” she
was pot contus Again| Blythe waited. It was to Blythe. “The way
soon be “an eg, 4t a| minute béfpre Nancy{helholds a baby., The way he lifted

Scodter ceased| yelli,g ana de4 | went o o me out of that wrecked ear and

loped an inter in' the wholg ‘] am{ a widow. 'Wesley died|catried me here, The—well, just
P di here, lly. ever] [at] Peart Harbor, He—the car-—|the way he—he is!”
to smiling and tyying to talk, Hg all -1 have!' Absolutely| Bhe said the "is” with so much
sat i Blythé's loYing wrms. Hé[alll Even the suitcase is borrowed, | emiphasis that Blythe wholly un-
rode there when |bjg Duane agaif |afd thet+the—" : derstood her. Understood—and
1lifted (the mothe} fand the grouf s 00 felt a quick premonition ‘that
led a httla pr the SHE was about 6 bresk down,|amounted to a literal c¢hilll
front. dopr of the hus. Normaz but Duane came near and hel (To Be Continaed)
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Community Cuild to enturans Invlted {-Da-Ka Club to
Plan Fall Feptival o, Parsanal Shower Induct Officers

Full plans for fHeir fall festivgl| Miss Mary DeSerpa and Miss| }
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. M. Arthur Waite and her
cofps of officers will be installed
atithe Thursday night meeting of
the I-Da-Ka club. in the Ted Rus-
sell clubhouse.

supper at 6:30 o'clock.
t have been

George Bowker Mrs. Duval Mrps.
George Bowker, Mrs. Duval, Mts.
Helen Richardpon and Mks Ruth

Bell of Camarilio; Mrs. Alven Ag-
gen and Mrs. Bean of Somis; Mrs.
John Maulharfit, Mrs, Linnett,
Mrs. Alfred Haynes, Mrs, Robert
Pfeiler, Mrs. William A. Reppy,
Mrs, Jerry Sweetland, Mrs. James
Reardeon, Mis. Gordon King, Miss

Canning, Miss Helen Misikofski
and Miss Aileen McGrath of Ox-
nard. v

« v '

FOUR NEW MEMBER
ACCEPTED BY-
LOCAL RN A. \

Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Kdrns
and son, Robert, and Mrs, Dorothy
Davis were accepted as new mem-
bers of Ventura camp, Royal
Neighbors of America, during the
camp's meeting last night in the
1. 0. O. F. hall. Robert B! Karns
will become a member of fhe R. N.
A. Juveniles, '

Mrs. Ninabel Stevens,  oracle,

presided for the meeting with
plans for the camp's bazaar and
dinner as the principal topic of
discussion., Proceeds of the ba-
zaar, which will be open to the
publig, will be distributed among
various defense agencies of Ven-
itura, it was stated.
.Following the next meeting,
Mrs. Eva Carr, chairman, and her
committee will stage a Halloween
party. Serving refreshments last
night were Mrs. Elizabeth WinkJer,
chairman, assisted by her daugh-
ters, Mrs. Viclette Daniels and
Mrs. Maytield, and Mra. Klitty
Crosby.

Legion Auxiliary
To Hear Reports

Mrs. Dorothy Gordon and Mrs.
Eron Mangum will report on the

Johnson on the refreshment booth
maintained each Saturday night at
the Civic auditorium during ‘the
meeting of the American ion
auxiliary tomorrow in the Legun
hall.

Mrs. Eva Dingman, president, i
planning to call the meeting ta. or~
der at 8 p. m. sharp, it was an-
nounced. Light refreshments with
Mrs. Mangum as chairman will be
served,

L
RUMMAGE SALE
EPISCOPAL HALL

The monthly rummage sale of
St. Paul's Episcopal ehurch will be
all day Thursday, Oct’ 18, in the
parish hall of the church. Those
having contributions are asked to
contact Mrs. J. L. Fickel, 59 N.
Hemlock street, telephone 2564,

L . . -
CHRISTIAN CHURCH CIRCLE
No. 3 MEETS TONIG!
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Engledow of Santa Phula; Mts,
Sanger Hedri of Slmi; Mrts.
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