Pull up a chair
P a chair,

We've saved a spot just for you.

You'li get efficient water transportation.
Deep channels. Uncongestad harbors.
The Intraccastat Waterway.

This is where the Wide Open Spaces

in — pick from good sites. ‘

enty of petrochemical feedstocks
available. Industrial revenue bonds to
ease the pain.

Quiet Guif beaches. Full sail.
Productive peopie. All year long.

Come enjoy some South Texas
hospitality. It's the genuine articie

The assaulton EPA’s
Love Canal report

Nearly four years ago, New York State
health officials advised pregnant wom-
en and children under 2 who lived near
the Love Canzl to evacuate their homes
to avoid the effects of leaking chemi-
cals. Now expensive clean-up work has
progressed to where most homes can
once again be occupied, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency told Niagara

Falls officials last week. To prove the . dner
point, EPA released a two-year, $4.5-mil- ™
lion study that found “no significant )

contamination’ of homes nearest the ca-
nal, an area of 227 houses.

But critics have already assailed the
study ss flawed and castigated the
agency for delaying the release of the
study for 18 months. Lois Gibbs, a for-
mer Love Canal resident and & prime

! mover in the battle to have the govern-
ment relocate her neighbors, responded
i to EPA’s release of the study with a 10-
i page statement denouncing the agency.
; “The EPA study itself was poorly done,

Cali Wayne Page. industris) Devalopmant Director, 512/882.5833. For “Door Open

, resulting in questionable data, unsub- 10 Industry” send your business cardto P O Box 1541 Corpus Christi Texas 78403,

| stantiated conclusions, and an immense | Circie 19 on Reader Service Card *

: waste of taxpayers’ money,” she said.

} “Under ng ';':ir:umxta&ces dsehcmlcl this re-

' port stan ne as the definitive docu-
ment when considering the revitalizs. Complete process facilities.
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tion of the Love Canal neighborhood.”
The EPA study found that the levels
- of chemicals to which present residents
are exposed are well below established
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the contaminant dioxin “ever found in
the human environment.” The tests
were done at Abram’s request as part
of the state’s $635-million lawsuit

against Hooker Chemicals and Plastics, 211y THE AUSTIN
which had used Love Canal az a dump ) COMPANY
gite from the late 19408 to 1953.

The criticism is likely to induce Con- g e
gress to step into the fray. Already sen- o oL e

ators Daniel P. Moynihan (D., N.Y)

? Juy 21, 1982/Chemical Wesk 19



fop of e news

and Alphonse D’Amato (R., N.Y.) have
joined with Representative John La-
Faice (D., N.Y\) in criticizing the EPA
report. They made their positions clear
after a meeting with EPA's assistant ad-
ministrator for Solid Waste and Emer-
gency Response, Rita Lavelle. D'Amato
said, “EPA has been less than candid
and not cooperative in developing the
proper lines of communication” with
Congress. And Moynihan said that
“EPA never leveled with us about the
differences of opinion” that lead to the
18-month delay in releasing the report.
Moynihan said that “we had to blast the
material out of EPA, and they never
offered any explanation for the delay.”

As a result, LaFalce hags approached
Representative James Florio (D, N.J.)

about the possibility of using one of
Florio’s subcommittees as a forum for
hearings into the EPA study. If Florio's
panel on commerce, transportation and
tourism, part of the House Energy and
Commerce Committee, fails to take up
the cause, then the Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee might re-
gpond to & similar request by Senator
Moynihan.

LaFslce, whose district includes Niag-
ara Falls, is most annoyed about certain
flip-flops in conclusions by the Health
and Human Services Dept. LaFalce
notes that in August 1981 HHS deter
mined that the levels of contaminants at
the Love Canal did not pose a signifi-
cant threat to human health and that in
December 1981 EPA reached a similar

Residents of Love Canal, siready bitter, mmawngodbyttnmEPAM
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tioned the validity of the analytical tech-
niques used by EPA in the Love Canal
report. The upehot was that HHS told
EPA that it was reluctant to let its earli-
m'ﬂndmgsstnnd. ButonJuly 18, with-
out expianation, E a.brupﬂyreveued
ﬂeldmdmeommendedth:ttheambe
declared habitable, LaFalce contends.
Although there is plenty of criticiam
of the EPA study, it's obvious that the
agency put a lot of technical effort into
producing it. EPA used 18 laboratories
to analyze more than 6,000 samples of
soil, sir and water, says EPA Regional
the numerous tasks researchers per
formed was the analyzing of samples of
the 150 chemical compounds Hooker re-
ported dumping into the canal The re-
searchers concentrated on substances,
such as toluene, that migrate readily

" s e

through the soil.

One theory on how the hazard at
Love Canal developed was advanced in
1978 by Hooker Chemicals and Plasties,
which used the site for disposal before
selling it to the Niagara Falls school
board. In congressional testimony, the
company suggested that after the land

* was sold, a lot of s0il was removed

from the surface and that rain and
melted snow seeped into the canal,
“which gradually filled up just like a
bathtub and just overflowed.”
Whatever the outcome of any hear-
ings, whoever chooses to move into the
homes around the Love Canal site wil]
not face' the risk of moving into the
most heavily contaminated homes right
next to the canal. Those homes are be-
ing demolished this summer under a
contract let by the New York Transpor-
tation Dept. . ()

No retrofit required
for existing landfills

After two years of nervously awaiting
the Environmental Protection Agency's
hazardous-landfill rules, the owners and
operators of the nation’s 12,000 dump-
sites were able to sigh with relief when
the rules were made public last week.
They cover standards for performa.nee,
design and operation, but EPA is not
forcing a retrofit of existing facilities.

Industry was concerned that the
agency would require companies operat-
ing existing facilities to install synthetic
liners or systems for the collection and
removal of Jeachate. However, any new
hazardous landfill must have both a lin-
er and a leachate control aystem, provi-
sions that could inhibit development of
needed facilities and drive up the cost
of waste disposal.

The key elements of the rules, which
will become final after a six-month in-
tarval for public comment, are the ex-
tensive measures for monitoring and
protecting groundwater that must be in-
stituted both at existing and new sites.
These provisions will establish a three-
stage program to detect, evaluate and,
if necessary, correct groundwater con-
tamination.

Cleanup requiremernts. The program re-
quires the owner or opent&orthtz install a

monitoring system aroun perime-
ter of the site. If a hazardous substance
iz discovered seeping out of the site, it
must be tracked to its source. A clean-
up program will be required if concen-
trations of the substance exceed mini-
mum local standards, or if the
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