FILE NAME: Owens-Corning (OC)

DATE: 1945 Aug 29

DOC#: OC009

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Internal Memo RE Todd Shipyard - Erie Basin



PHES F-1%3 T-937 F-031 R - N e
S1052S4313 P MES

Aaguet 29, 1948

Mr, J.A. ¥cKay ~ How York (-5 Mr. A, 2. Xincaild ~ Toledo
Mx, ¥.5. Irvipag - Hew York

TODD EHIP YARD
ERIE BASIN

Yeur thoroughgoing Teport of Xuguat 21 about the neeting with the
Sroup at Todd Ship Yard, Erie Basin, g nost interesting, and ¥
&dgree heartily with you that fau things can po ba edvantageous

t0 us in the long run as a nesting of this esort, I am zighty gilad
to know that zg: are going ahead with » prog:&m of this kind apnd
that by the t this mets reaches You, 8 similar meeting probably
will have been held at the Todd Hobokan Yard. -

Your report confirms my Belief that oup répresentatives can do

an increasingly effective job for the ccapiny by constant follow-y
with the industrial hygleniste, plant physicians, safet¥ englineers,
and production people involved, They aze the ones who ~inafly
dstermined the accc?tability of our matsrxials freom a handling point of
view, and it is as ~XEOXtRnt o sall theose as 1t ig in the firse
instance to get an order on tha bagiz of eaglneering perfermancs.

The Question raigad by Dz, conceorning dust count and
precipitation Se difsievit o Aaswer becevse 5o many factors are
involved, The relatively course wool fibers will gettls zapidly

in open and uncontirmed apaces, In enclosed or cenfinad Bpaces with
inadequate ventilation, it will, of courae, gettle more £lowly.

This queation of settlement fa, however, an scademic ona in view

of the fact that Dr. Gardner’s resaavay demonstrated that such
fibexz that do gloat in the alr ara rot inhalable, and that at
worse the presence of such fibers would b enly & nuisance
charactezistic on the Job. Y recall a statement made in the

office of Manfred Bowditch, Kassachugatts Diroctor of Industrial
Hyglene, in November, 194} by Dr. Schwarts told thess men that although
he is not a lung Pathologist, he could agsume them that they hag
nothing vhatscever to WOrry about fxom fibers that could be goan,
since such fibers wers too lazge to get into tre reéspiretory tract,
and that the range of fiber dlarceters in Piberglas materlals was
beyond the threshold at which sueh & hazard was encountared,

From time to time, dust oounts have bsen mode at the Newark plant

and at the Euntington plant by state officials, end several vesys

2go & dust count wax made in Rewark by a repressntative of the

Industrial Byglene Poundation. As you probably know, a hazard

nay bo deemed to exist only iz particleg of certain givos are

found in certain quanticies .. fomathing like several million

particlee por cubie foot, PLAINTIFF'S
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In no cage wap any danqepous concentration developed, and 83 you know,
the only place in our plants wheve workerg are required to where
respiratore ig in the Tanch house becsuss of a 8ilicosis hagards
resulting from exposure to free ailica in the handling of pand,
Once the sand 4g transformed ints glass, howover, the g8ilicon

icosis hagzare disappears, 1+ is
An entirely different 8tOory with asbestos. The asbestes fipap i8 the
only silicate that hag baen determinad by lung pathologists to
involve a lung hazard. fhis i8 bacauge the asbestos fingr iz
exystelline yn Btructure and microsoopically it {s shake-like in
aapearance with many Cverlapping, almost hsedle-1ixe, Crystalg,
md

cextalin particle size and in certain conCentrations can Pénatrate
inte the respiratory pacgsages And cause havee whey they reach the
¢lveols of the lungs whore they sot up a chenical reaction with body
flulds, 8inilar o that found I 8ilfconis.

I underatand that only & highly tralned lnng~pathologists can
differentiate asbestosls from silicosis, 7he fymptoms are eimilay,
dyspnea {8hortness of breath), haeking, unproductive cough, slight
elevation of temperature, etc.  Thank goodressg wWe don't wun inta
anything of that BOTL with ®iberglag,

I think tha snake barker sct must have baen very eonvincing., 1 am
sending you Separately a can of Lan«C-Xizen for relief of sueh
further torture & You caxe to inflles upon yourself.

Best regards,

Edwaxrd . Ames
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42 pertioles of Stady slsee are foms o STriain quEntitics = e thing
1ike soveral mill{am partioles por wdlc foot, .

es
6450303, "o gzbesing £ibar in the $llicaty thot das bom dotare
2dined by lum: pdvlosist: o towmiv a L bavard, Wz 4s Iommpe thy
eslsstos Mbar ¢ SYetllineg fn struosme 2nd wcroscoploatly $¢ 35
Bnekd-14ko {xn wpoasresce 8 ey VRrlaSin., plaoat A3l 0-1 4ka,
arystls. foae crystals oD mbar of hyeleation, Br wsbertor fiberg
of cartals sartiole 4130 mnd in ceptaln cnsentretions ean Prielrite inty |
the respirntor: FASEROCX oTdd Ohuse Mawe wham ey rexch the alwecli af
Lo luncs where tl:gicot Up & chmlical reantien ¥1th body fioldy, similar

I mderatan? that aly & Bizhly tratuge lun- 2thelsozize e d4florentl s by
AsbEstosls fyqm 6ilicosis, 'mp SIR NN are imilen, yepooen (shortneg,
of treath), beoldn -, unaroayectvm gk, 8light elewmtion 14 tore,
eta, m;;oe:ezswdm'tnm o eprthin- of tmt et with Pbarw
Zlag,

T T ki oy =ie arier actmstbmatmam'y wovinoleg, I en sepde

inz vou Ss2rately & ean qf ~2peCm T 0y Lo i Mellaf of suoh forthg
torboe A yon eare tp inTitot urom yRTeell,

Dost rojards,

Edmaye O, dznm
Q4.3
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