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Tt is only within comparatively recent times that the dermatobogist
. has interested himself in dermatoses associated with or cansed by the daily
work.  With the advent of a wore cearly defined appraisal of the wur(l's
eezema aunl deematitis and the more general use of the patch test, der-
~ . matolopists have pecessirily inguired mare and more deeply into the
imumerahle chemical contacts that oceur in the day by day lives of
their patients.” As well as being conversant with dernmtology, the der-
matologist must bave & workingg knowledge of the numeiacture and
conient of the many new and old ¢ s that are handled and
applicd by large numbers of persons.  Hence, more and more derma-
tologists are hecoming industrially minded, and it is dawning on them
that the solution of xomie of their industrial difficultics may aid them
. in a clearer conception of the dermatoses that are encountered in their
. every-day practice,

Dermatergoses of the acnelnrm type occurring in persons working
with chemicals have been repeatedly reported in Europe and discussed
a3 industrinl “chlor-aene.” * - This term “chlur-acne™ was first used by
Herxheitner * in 1809 1o deserilee an cruption composed of comedimes

" andd small sebnccous pustules that occuered on the arms and faces of
Cworkers  manufacturing chlorine gax clectrolytically, using  carbon
electrades. It wax natural 1o assme that the chlorine was the causative
agent.  Betuman = had vhserved in March 1897 two paticuts whose skins
were diffuscly pigmented, dark, rough and dey. in whom were observed

. small temcious comedones asaociated with ammierons sall folliculnr
" abseesses.  Submequently he reported twenty additional cases with
similar gymptoms in workmen who were engaged i cleaning out an

acid tower wred in the manufacture of hydrochloric acid. At no time
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;' did these men comie in contact’ with free chlocine, hut sumerous luose
i' Rend ot the Fidty-Fighth Ammat Mectimg of the American Dermatological
‘,; N Assuciation, e, White Sudphur Sprimgs, W. Vo, May 2. 193§,
" 1. \\lule‘ Pronser:  The Dermatergomes, o, 4, New \m’k I"lul B. Hocher,
{0 X "I, 1934,
" Z Ueesheimer:  Miinchen, med. Welmschr, 461278, 1899,
,; ! 3. Betuwan: Deuntschie med. Wehnschr, 27:437, 1901,
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Of the twenty-four men working in the nanufacture of chlorinated

- di-pheny] witlin the periont fiom the Tate summer of 1932 10 Octalier,
had an aeneform cruption on
“the face and hindy, OF the twenty-three, sisteen were examined. These
Y men presented tions of acnefomm chavacier simikur in type amd dis-
tribution 1o that in the case referrved to hat varying in severity (table).
In many paticnts manerous soall sebaceous abseesses developed, par-

ticularly aromd the collora line, which exuded heavy, tenacious pus,’

_l’lu.}.—-Clmrncwrjnic' nppul;nuce At hoention of an am\‘:io;tm eruption.

and the’ remmining uleers were indalent, feaving in thir wake much
searring,  In two of the cases particularly, sy lange alncesses
developed on the c and lick. o

Until very recemt times di-phenyl and chlorinated di- phenyl were only
tabaratory curfusitics, and their commercial mamnfacture was ankiown,
In the experimental stage of manufacture the apparatus was neeessarily
crude, and experimenters and workers were exposed for Jorgg perieds
10 fumws and dusts containing much chivrine, both free amd combined.
In the carly experiments, as well ax in the enrly wanufaciure in large
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