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August 23, 19^6

Mr. J. H. Schaefer,
Ethyl Corporation, .
Chrysler Building,
New York City 17.

Dear John:

Thanks very much for your expression of opinion on several 
matters referred to in your letter of August lA. My i deas on 
these subjects are somewhat tentative to be sure, but I agree 
with you in feeling that it is veil to have some ten tative basis 
for the consideration of future relationships.

The purpose of this letter, however, is to resolve your a nxiety 
in connection with the Chambers Works reports for the TEL  area 
da-ted July 5• The situation which was the subject of the  para­
graph quoted in your letter, was due in large part to the 
contamination of the series of samples forwarded to us jfor 
analysis. From time to time the opportunity presents I tself 
for a slight contamination of samples in the course» of t he 
analyses . Unfortunately such a circumstance occurr ed early in 
July when we analyzed a sample of sludge of such high lead 
content as to result in the contamination of one of our  muffle 
furnaces and one òr two silica dishes. The difficulty was hot 
anticipated, and it was not recognized until certain  samples of 
excreta of known low lead content were found to hav e yielded 
high results. Careful investigation^disclosed the ex istence of 
the contamination, which unfortunately was not seri ous enough to 
give rise to obviously aberrant results. You will p robably 
realize that in the examination of spot samples of blood an d urine 
the introduction into the sample of a few micrograms of l ead, or 
even a fraction of a micrpgram may result in serious err or. We 
promptly obtained new samples and x-eviewed all of the results, 
and were promptly 1 able to eliminate the flury caused by the 
mistake. This is a most unusual situation, and one whi ch merely 
illustrates the necessity for the most meticulous a nd continuous 
checking of all of the òperatlons in the analytical labor atory.
It so happens that the men whose removal was requested had b een 
on the border* line, so that no especially embarrassing situation 
was produced. Moreover Dr * Evans has assured me tha t the' 
incident was beneficial on the whole in that it result ed in a 
complete review of a number of situations which had no t been 
altogether to hia liking. On the other hand, it is onl y just 
to point out that the condition in the plant was artific ially 
emphasized.

Sincerely yours,' N 5730

Aobert A . Kehoe, M • D
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Personal

August 14-, 1946

Dr. R, A. Kehoe,

Dear Bob:

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of July  31st and will  
comment in the order of the subjects mentioned. -

In the first place, it.is certainly gratifying to know  that you find  
conditions at Baton Rouge fairly satisfactory. We all know that there is a  
large amount of room for improvement but as long as we are making progress, we  
have hope. I am, in turn, gratified at the work that the Air Contamination  
Committee is doing under your chairmanship and I thi nk this i s .contributing  
substantially to the improvement and progress of hygieni c conditions. I would  
indeed be very much interested in getting your detaile d re'port on the last trip  
that you made to Baton Rouge and will await its receipt. Meanwhile, however,  
in going over the July 5th Chambers 7;orks report fo r the T.E.L. Area, I find  
the following which gives me some concern and I quote it h ereviith in the event  
that you are not altogether aware of the situation:

"The Area supervision has been greatly concerned with the health  
" picture of the employees during the month. Suddenly on about June 15,  

1946, reports of urine analyses for lead viere all at a higher level  
with some of them in an alarming range. No definite Area -wide correla­
tion of contamination was found-, nor was there clin ical evidence  
reported by the Medical Department to correspond to t he high excretion  
results. The Area was. thoroughly canvassed for sources of  contamination  
and corrective measures were applied. A large numbe r of special urine  
samples were collected for analysis and the' laborato ries viere  asked to  
review their procedures. Further, as noted above, the Medical D epart­
ment requested removal vof six employees on a K..O.A. bas is."
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With reference to your professional relationship to Ethyl , Associated  
Ethyl and duPont, I can certainly find no quarrel with  the position you have taken.  
I think it is a sound one as far as you are concerned. To ha ve your fully ex­
pressed views on the subject will be helpful in shaping  up the whole program for  
the future. Undoubtedly we will have some discussion with d uPont in the hear  
future during which this subject will come up and, unless y ou have objections,
I would like to quote you along the lines you have written me.

From a personal standpoint, I wish that the matter coul d be otherwise,  
toward the end that you would continue to be directl y an "Ethyl" medical director,  
but I do see your point and I think we will have to go  along that way. •

Sincerely yours,

N 5730.01
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July  51, 19-46 .

MX-. J. H. Schaefer,
Ethyl Corporation,
Chrysler Building,
Hew York City 17 .

Dear John* -

I was sorry not to have had a chance to talk with y ou either 
in Baton Rouge or Hew York, for there are a number of matters 
we could have exchanged ideas on with some profit. As it happens 
I am getting away shortly for a holiday and will no t be available 
until some time during the third week in August. Therefo re, it 
seems wise to drop you a line on the point mentioned  in your 
pencil note of several days ago.

First with reference, to Baton Rouge, I find conditio ns generally 
fairly satisfactory. There,are-certain continuing s ources of 
exposure, especially in,the furnace andtalloy areas >■ thathave 
been commented upon previously and that;will not lend  themselves 
to solution until work.now in progress has reached satisfactory 
conclusions. I hope I shall have time to prepare a brief, memo­
randum on my survey on this last trip, and if so, this will be  
forwarded to you without additional comment. If I do  not have 
time for this* my comment above will serve to give you my . 
general attitude. There has been a decided emproveme nt in point 
of view and performance at Baton Rouge. I think wo a re moving 
in the right direction, and that it will be possibl e to prevent 
relaxation of present efforts.

With reference to my professional relationship to Ethyl  Corpora­
tion, du font, and Associated Ethyl, I have little to say beyond 
what I have polnhd out previously. It is obvious that I shall 
not be able to spread myself over all of the administra tive 
activities involved in this entire industry. Actually, I think 
that I shall have to withdraw more and more as time g oes on from 
any- other than an advisory relationship to Associa ted Ethyl. On 
the other hand, we shall have to put their medical hou se in.order 
on a more or less permanent basis before I can give up  my present 
responsibilities. With respect to Ethyl Corporation  I think it 
will be possible to delegate responsibilities to var ious asso­
ciates and assistants to the point where I shall not h ave to do 
more than to supervise the conduct of the necessary experimen tal 
work and to act in an advisory capacity on matters of policy and 
general hygienic principles and practice. I fully e xpect to have 
the manufacturing.plant operating on its own responsibi lity In 
medical and- hygienic matters. It Is necessary and r ight that 
this should be the case. I think also the other work of the 
medical department can easily he divided up among my  present
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Mr. J. H. Schaefer - (2j - July 21, 1946

medical associates in such a way that each handles his own 
problems with only the minimum amount of advice or di rection 
from me. I have been working steadily in this directio n.- What 
remains is to find a person sufficiently interested and suffi- 
clently young so as to succeed me in the acceptance of res ponsi­
bility for the general all-over picture. My experie nce indicates 
that continued experimental work will be required an d that some 
careful consideration of the over-all hygienic pictur e will have 
to be maintained. This, so far as I can see, can onl y be done 
by a person who has an opportunity as I have,to put hi s finger 
into the situation here and there and everywhere, while  at the 
same time -being sufficiently free of routine dutie s to maintain 
a familiarity with all aspects of the problem. My pr esent 
feeling is that this can best be done by one who has the f acili­
ties of a research laboratory at his disposal, and who a t the 
same time has competent medical assistants to carry on all the 
routine of the day's work. I have not thought this throu gh as 
to the detail or organization, but I have a feeling th at the 
position that this Laboratory occupies in relation to the  tetra- 
e'thyl industry, is one which might well be prolonged' if not pe r­
petuated. This is the point that gives me to feel that we co uld 
well serve as a source of advice and of hygienic contro l for the 
entire industry, including du Pont, if they should choose to enter 
on their own. I realize that this would be a very unusual se t-up 
from the point of view of commercial operations. On the oth er 
hand, it is a little difficult for me to see how the variou s 
problems which will present thems el yes qn a- world-wide bas is, 
can be handled without an interval of serious industr ial and 
public risk, unless we occupy somewhat the same .relationship to 
du Pont, or to any other large competitor, that we occu py to 
Ethyl Corporation. I am thinking here not at all of ou r own 
position, and the benefits or difficulties that will accrue to us. 
Rather I am thinking of the potential threat to the public  health 
that is involved in the entrance of any other gi*oup i nto this 
field on a broad base. It is, of course, no secret to an yone, 
that by virtue of our associations ,t>f the past twenty years we 
have been enabled to gather together bit by bit the infor mation 
and the background of experience that will enable us to h ave a 
fairly clear idea as to the significance of this> that or the 
other factor in relation to the problems of Industrial h ealth 
that are related to this industry. In the professional sen se 
such a background of knowledge and experience becomes  In consi­

derable measure public property. Consequently I can not dissociate 
myself from the feeling of responsibility for the imp act of this 
industry upon the community in.the matters related to  health.
That may be a very naive point of view, so far as comm ercial 
matters go, but I cannot escape the feeling that it is more 
realistic than would be the attitude of .unconcern toward what 
another unit of the industry might bring upon us. In any case,
I think that;this policy Is well worth consideratio n, and that 
it should not be discarded lightly on the basis of cer tain 
legalistic and conventional viewpoints. I am quite sure that we 
could establish a position of professional independen ce, whereby



ve could act as hygienic consultants for the industry as a 
whole without being involved in any way in the competitiv e 
aspects of the situation. I am frank to say that this would 
give me a good deal of occasion for regret, from the aspect 
of close personal relationships that have existed bet ween myself 
and a number of Ethyl Corporation executives and tech nical staff. 
I have been personally gratified and professionally  proud of my 
associations inside the family so-to-speak. I cannot b ut feel, 
however, that professional responsibilities have a much b roader 
importance than personal partisan feelings, and there fore I 
should be quite willing to submerge my pride in bein g a part 
of the organization of Ethyl Corporation in my profe ssional 
responsibilities. I trust that this conveys my general idea, 
the details of which no doubt will require careful exam ination.

Sincerely yours,

Mr. J. H. Schaefer - ( 5) - July Jl, 19^6

Robert A. Kehoe, M. D.

I-AK ef

P. S.: Obviously if the above arrangement were to be e ffected, 
the medical men participating in actual medical servi ces should 
be paid on the basis of services rendered, while the Labor atory 
would be supported jointly but in accord with the con tribution 1 
made to the investigative program by the individual o rganization. 
Under these circumstances I would probably regard my contribution 
as made on behalf of the Laboratory rather than as a privat e me­
dical consultant. The entire work would be coordina ted for 
hygienic purposes by the Laboratory. This would elimin ate me 
from any employee relationship to Ethyl, but would leave me in 
advisory relationship to the entire industry.
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