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Statement of G A !

Prepared for Agency of uviroMtu Conservatiomr
Informal Hearing
September 23, 1971
On August 27, 1971, a liotice of ;Viohuon was icsved by the Varmont
Agency of Eavironmental Conservation, Division of Exvironmentil Protection,
relating to the opacity ot"_m; diacha;'gos from the rock drrine onsrations
at onr plant located near Hrde Park, Vermont. On Saptamber 1k, 1971, GAF
Corporation requestod s hearing on the matter, tér vhich wve are present

today.

First, we would like it to de known that GAF is {ﬁrw
with all phases of mi.ramnhl improversnts. Soms Fears epo, a Corporate
Enrironmental Englneering Depsrtaent ¥as established to work with the plants
and regulatory agencies %M gompliance with pollution control
regulations. 4t our Hyde _?u-k plant, the mamgement and engineering staffs
of the plant, themselves, have devoted a grest deal of effor: to these
problems, and we will appreciate an.opportunity now to revlew those past
efforts and to describe present and future plans.

The dust sources which are of immmdiate concerm include the two
rock dryers, and a mumber of dry material transfer voints, between
conveyors and between conveyors and qtock or vaste piles.

The problem of the dryer emissions was first investigated in 1967.
During that year, and the following, !n study was rade to determine what
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cantrol methods micht ba in use by athers in the industry. Visfs wero
mada to the Caﬁ_:di:xn facilities of Johni-ianville Corporation and the
Prelip Carey Campany and it was lesurnod that Johns=ihnrille had developed

3 hirheafficiency cyclone cellector that was quite effective in operation.

The diagrams for this systam were eivo.n to our E{rde Park plant by
Johns-Manville,but some modifications were needsd to suit our operation.
Engineering design began in 1969,and the plans called for keeping an
existing primq:' scalping cyclone in use, since the recovored material
could be returned to process. Also, in anticipation of additiomal State
air pollution control regulation} it was propesed to follow the secondary,
high-efficiency ‘cyclones 'd:.th wet scrubbers.

Pt

»

Tha proposed control mm was discussed with the Vermont Division
of Industrial Hyglens late in 1969, and, since State control regulstions
hacd not yet been: formlated, there were soms reservations that the scrubber
would orovide the necessary finmal degree of control. It was decided that
ths rost practical way of achieving an irmmediate reduction in emissions
would be to procesd with the cvclone installations with the intention
of installing follow-up collection devices after emission limits became
newa, _:

Accordingly, design was completed, the cost was estimsted, and the
furds were authorized in June, 1570. Tho equipment wzs built by Duson, Inc.
and the imt:llation was completad by the end of 1970, at a cost of over
$50,000. ;mcon gt;:.nmed an 87% afficiency for the cyclonss, at operating
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comditions of 22,000 A.C.F.M. and 3117 H20 prnssure drop. The plant

has varified tho volums and pressure drop.

Various altermtive mathods of additional control are now under
study. Informtion on ventur: wet scrubbers has been obtained from
Palverizing lachinery Co. and Ducon, Inc. Data on bag‘conector;
has boen supplied by Research-Cottrell and Pulverising !‘achinery.

The Wheelabrator Company will 2lss ba requested .to submit a proposal.

A final choice of equipment will depend upon the potential hazard of
creating a water pollution problem, the experience of other mmfacturers
in ntdlizing the equipment in similsr service, and the ultirate emission
1idts that mst be met.

Vith regard to the dust generated by the transfer of dry tailings
fronm one conveyor to ;aoﬁ:::, and from a conveyor to the waste pile,

a mzher of options are being considered. A trial application of
tvater to the dry fines was mde u.riier this year. It deronstrated
consiserable effectivensss in suppressing the dus%, bus the transfes
chutes quickly becams plugged. FRedesign of the transfer chutes might

. slimimte that difficulty, but it rermins to be deterrined if water

could contirue to be applied during the winter ssason.

As an altermative, small Bag collectors could be installed at
each transfer point. Research-Cottrell and Pulverizirg !—hchiner:,'
have been asked to submit rropesals. Howpwer is to be brought to
the various locations, zrd how the callector 13 to discharze the

collected mterial, are questions that rerain to be answered.
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Omwuy of approiching the problen is to eliminate an many tr:r.-.-'te-
printa as possidble, ant the plant 15 atudying the feacabilify of uzing
lon~er individual belts for that purpasc.

ife balieve that GAF has shown a_positive interest in improving

- dust conditions at its Hyde Park plont.: lheh was done erven before air

»
rollution control becams of natioml concern., .bre neseds to be done,
of cmis, and our future course of action will be giiled by regulation
and angineering consicerations.

Of prime irportance are the regulations that will be put into ef2cct
by the State of Vermont ufl the Pederal Goverrment. The proposed mational
erdssion standards for thl azhestos mm are very stringent and, if
adopted, my require un‘olabonco control methods than those that are
now under investigation. Sirce a decision is expectsd in the near future,
1t would be preferable to defer a ﬁ.ml choice of control syrstem until it
is krown.

In the mantime, however, englnesring evaluations will be rade of
the ejuipment corrently being considered, This »il] involve further visits
to> cther asbestos mills that have had some evperience with particular
types of equinnent. Also, we believe it would be = berefit o install
one of the srll bag collectors at a transfer paint, for pilot purposes
and to develop ingtaliation and design criteriz Zor the other locations.
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At this time, it is difficult to predict the duration of the
enginesring phase, especially without knowing the specific eaission
limits that we will have to mest, If you wish us to procCeed oa the
basis of the Vermont regulations, we estimate that a program for
control of botk the dryers and the transfer poist emissions can be
prepared and presented dY I_N’eeﬂc: 31, 1971, and a schedule for

] compliance cnbcd.iaau:;d at that tims, Depending upon the
enactuent of Federal legislatiom applying to dur l:uutry, however, we
may then 2eed to revise the progras and schedsle. '

uttmhﬁéput,ch‘rdllaatimtomt.dthm
Vermont Division of Ravironmental Protection, and propose to keep you
informed of progress.
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