Dear Mr, Beck:

Tout letter of April 7 and the samples that accompany it present.me with

an vnusval situation, waich I must tzouble you to clarify a bit,

I must presume that *‘y{n'::*. Znoww vhint youo want done, eut I'm afraid you have
not let me in on it, You say that you want chemical tests with reference to
the nrzsence of Yecomyoounds suck s phenol or mercury, " but you also speak
cf cdor and tzste, If you want to now how much phencl and mercury are
present in these materials, cur analytical staif can find cut and veport the

i t we -will not have the ‘zintest idea as to whether these would b=
dissolved out of the materizal by this, -that, or the other type of food that
might be put into cartons of this material, Nor will we be able to say
anything 2hout suy other "detzoinblc compounds, V' The analysis fox these
two rnatarials in the two. samples will cost us about $29, 09 to carry out,
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if I mavy say so without any intended discourtesy, I believe your approach

to this matter iz incorrect, Cerizinly it is,so iar as we are concerned.

This is not 2 commercial or testing laboratory which perfoerms services

“for fees, Tt is a reseaxrch unitin the University of Cincinnati, concerned :
-with the investigation of problems of industrial health, and, in suitable instances,
problems of public health that stom {rom indasiry, Ve operate entively

without profit, but at actual cost, and we serve industry,. as well as our
medical collecagues in industry, when sur service is in the nature of a pro-
fessional courtegy and in the public interest, I would not trouble you with

this explanation hut fo» the fact that it sezms to be nacessary.,

The test= you prepese will not ensble s o advise you as to whether these
materials will or should be acceptable to the Food and Drug Administration,
Perhaps you have informeation fo indicate that this is all that is necessary,
but if you do not, I suggest that you tell me (in confidence, of course) what
your product is, hcw it is made and what are the coripounds that may be in
doubt frem the aspect of the public heaith, It may be that no tests are
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needed, but if cevtain inforwatinn is needed, I chink we should be put in
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position to suggest to you what should be done to supply zuch information
as will answer your parpose and meet the requirements of the Focd and

Drug Administration,

It may be that I misunderstand your position as well as your wishes, but
if so,1 trust that you will pr en’c the problem more fully, We should be

i

doing you a‘cisservice, if we were to proceed,as you have suggested,on the
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mpfmrH that would be necessary, We should also be gu_z,lty of irrespon-
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Sincerely yours,

Robert A, Kehoe, ¥, D,
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