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Daar Collsague:

This communication {s intended to zlert you to vecently gathered inforwma- .
tioa indicating 4 potencial health hazavd for parsons exposed to asbestos
during tha serviciag of mator veh{cls brake and clutch assaumblies.

Oa July 21, 1975, the National Institite for Occwpational Safaty and Health
coavaned 3 mesting of government and umiversity scieantists, {nduscry
veprasencatives, and labov unfon offictals ¢o digcuss the presanc state of
knowledge with vagpect to this problem. DBatas was preseatad by favestigators
from the Mount Siant Schaool of Medicina {n New York City tndicacing chat
workers engagad in the walatenance aad repaiv of aycomobile and truck brake
1linioge are exposed to poteantially hazardous levals of airbommae aghestos
dugt, 8pecific brake sarvicing operatioas studie? included blow=qut of
agtomobile drum brake assemblies, grinding of used truck braka limiungs, and
bavelling of new truck brake linings. Average peak ashestos air concentra-
tioas for these three activities based om perscual samples taken within ten
feat of che opevatoy were, respeatively, 10.5, 3.73, aad 37.3 fibars (>§
mictons in lesgth) per ml. An analysis of sasples of brake drum dust
vevealed that almaost all of tha agbestas fibers found were shortex than

0.4 zicrons {n length.

Previous studies of the exteanr of asbestos emissfons from aatomobile brake
linfng waear showed that ouly a very small Ervaction of the original ashestos
content of tha brake lining is found in braka drunm duat (Ref, 1-3). It was
preswmaed that this is due to thermal degradaticu ¢f the fibers during braking.
The present Pindings lodicste thac emough asbestos fs prasarvad to produca
signif{caat esxposuras during certain bruke sarviaing procadures,

The full extent of asbestos-velated disesse ino brake sarvicing perscunel
1a not known st present because this particular accupational group has
nat been gcudied systematically up to sow. Howaver, a review of the
sciencific litavature on tha agsoclation batwaen ubuuu axposura and
masothalisl tumors of the plaura and peritoneun has revealed at least
four cages of thasa rare Cumors in parsonsg whg ware employed in jobs
involving automobile brake sarvicing (Hef. 4-6).
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