LOCAL CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA

ANNUAL SUMMARY WITH COMPARATIVE DATA, 1968

LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA

NARRATIVE CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

Lake Charles is on the lake by the same name,
The Calcasieu River runs through the lake on
its way to the Gulf of Mexico. The terrain
around Lake Charles is flat and low, varying
in elevation from near sea level to near 25
feet above sea level. A large percentage of
the area 18 under cultivation. The rest isgrazing
land, timberland, and swamps. A large part
of the world's supply of rice is raised in this
vicinity and shipped from our international port.
Due to the mild climate, deep sea transportation,
and the presence of oil wells, a billion dollar
oil and associated industry has developed here.
Weather very rarely interferes with production,

The average annual temperature is in the high
sixties, and varies from the low fifties in Janu-
ary to the low eightles in July. Days with
maximum temperature above 100° F., or minimum
below 32° F., are not very common. Theaverage
growing season is 272 days from the last freeze
in the spring, about February 25, to the first
freeze in the autumn about November 26.

Precipitation averages about 55 inches per year,
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but has varied from 30 inches to 80 inches in
different years, Dry spells are not uncommon -
the longest lasted 45 days. Precipitation is
very heavy at times, especially during the passing
of hurricanes. However, the greatest in 24
hours occurred in local thunderstorms and
amounted to 16 inchea in 8 hours. During one
storm 22 inches fell in this area. Snow is
rare, although 22 inches once fell during a
storm,

Tornadoes are extremely rare. At times small
funnel clouds are common, Some reach the
ground or water as twisters or waterspouts,
but cause little or no damage. The passing
of cold fronts, even when accompanied by heavy
thundershowers, may impede barge traffic by
lowering water levels, since north winds drain
the river and lake down the deep sea channel.
A few light to moderate squall lines usually
pass through the area during the year, Heavy
flooding from the local Calcasieu River is rare,
The flat terrain, lakes, and deep sea channel all
act to prevent water from accumulating in depth.
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Moans and extremes in the above table are from the existing location (or last comparable location). Annual extremes have been exceeded st other locations as follows:
Highest tempsrature 104 in August 1951; lowest temperature 12 in January 1948 maximum monthly precipitatton 21.45 in May 1907, Maxiaum precipitation in 24 bours 16,01 in June 1947;
maximua monthly snowfall 5.0 in Pebrua.ry 1960; maxiwum snowfall in 24 hours 5.0 in February 1960.
{a)  Length of record, yeara, Unless otherwise indicared, dimendoml units used In thie balletn are; termperature in degrees & Figures instead of letters In a direction column indicate directlon in tena of degreen {rom true North;
fby  Climatological standard normals (1931-1960, in inches; wind movement in miles per hour; and reladve humldi:y Le., 09-Eaar, 18- Sunth. 27 -Wemt, 36-Neorth, asd 00-Calm. BResultart wind is the vecter sum of
Leas thar one half, in percent. Degree day totals are the sums of the negative departuzes of average daily wlnd ard speeds divided by the pumber n!oluemtlnml. " es appear In the direction
+  Alpo on earller mtu\. momntha or yeara, trom 65* F. Sleet was included in snowfall totals beginning with July 1948, Heary fog mduul labilicy colurnn under "qut mui‘ the corresponding speeds are fasest observed L-minuts values,
T Trn:r, A1 Ao 100 small to measure. tw L /4 mile or less,
are by »
minug sign, Sky cover ia expressed in a range of ¢ for no clouds or obecuring phenomena to 10 for complete sky
The prevailing direction for windinthe Normals, cover. The pumber of clear days la based on average cloudiness 0-3; partly cloudy days +-7; and
hlleln-,h l‘;g:! Extremes table Is from records cloudy days B-10 tentha,

Solar radiation data are the averagesof directand diffuse radiation on 4 horizontal surface, The langley
denotes one gram calorie per square centimeter, Averages in the lower table for some months may be
for more than the Usted number of years.




AVERAGE TEMPERATURE

TOTAL DEGREE DAYS

LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA

MUNICIPAL AIRPORT
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1938 [528] €0,6] £8+2[ €T+6] 75-0] 80s8| B17| 83.0] 71746] 72:2] 59-8| 38.2 1oas-4s] 0| O Oy 4B 133 45| 420 285 211 :: 8 a }:::
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1951 | 5247| 55.8] 61e8 63.3| 7448| 81.9| 84,2 86.0 57.6| 57.6| e8.g | 19%9=60] 0l o ol 20| 297| 81| wr3| esel 333) 13| 9| o} 197
1952 | 6149 58.41 29.6| 65,6] 73.9( 81.9] 82.1] s4s0 58.2| 33.2] 8.3
1953 | 55.9| 54.8| 6744] 6708 77.4| 84+7| 8200 81.8 S0.6( 51,3 6944 1960e61) 0 01 Of 29 1173 445 Jel zif 2:: 108 % 8 1:::
1956 | 55.2) 89,9| $8.1( 71,3] Ti.6| 80.9) B3.9) 83.1 5900] 55.3] 9.3 | 1361-62 $—8—01—251 z02| 393| sas| as3 117 13| o| a| Lvvs
1955 | 32.5( 35.6| 6347] 70.6] 77.3| 78.7] 82i1| 8200 59e4( 5507( e9v0 | JORETROL Bl 8l 8l “ol 1es| s76] ak8| asal 202] 23| ol o 1sa1
1338 | 52061 3%.5| 61.5) 62! 7.6] 7908 4ui 6205 59.a( 60e0| 69.7 | 196465 of o[ Teo[T3%|IET) 313 298] Z7el AT 0| B 1a37
1957 | 57.0| 6240( 60e3( 68.6( 7643{ BO.9| 85,3 83e0 61e2| SBeT| 6947
1598 | 49.9] 48.9| 58.7) 69.8) 7747| 83.3| Bée3| 83.0 24| 50,7 6843 1ped-e6) 0| o 2| A9 54 283 ’:' i l;: % 3 8 :;z;
1925 | 48nd| 4nal 2803| seed| 76e8 vous] s1.0| eil4 $6.2) 53,71 etes | (RSN G 0 O I i) 35i| 238 1| o of 17m1
. 10| S4a| sBak 6| 81.8] 83.7 2 9
. Wi 72 . 8043 22| 50.9| ee.s | 1967-68) 0 ul 19| 29 13y a2
1961 | 46.7| 57.00 64s3| 64,6! 78.0] 7843 81.0] sles 59.0| 54.7] 6744
1962 [48.0] 61.1] 56.7] 65c6] Toe2| 75+6] Bart 58430 52,1
1963 | 45.9] 49.4( e3.0| 7201 75.3| ac.s| sz.s §1.6] 46.1
1964 | 49,01 48,1] 5847 69.1| 7hed) 79.0| 19.6 G306 ke
1965 [ 55,0 Saud| 5648 TL.8| 7545 80ul] B2+8| BT GbeB| 55.9| &Ba8
1966 | 47,9 52.5 | 60.0 | 89,81 757 | 79.7| 84en| 8201 68,1
1967 | 5245 | 53.5| 6509 | 747 | T4e6 | 82,0 8144 | 8041 68,7
1968 | 5048 | 46.6 | 5842 | 70.5 | T4aB | 7945 | 8145 | 8143 6606
RECOR
MEAN | 518 5428 | 60+5 | 68,5 | 75,2 | 8049 | 8246 | 8244 TR
MAX | 611 64e2| 7043 | 7820 | 8406 | 8929 | 9243 | 9142 7749
MIN | %2ab| 4524 | 5006 | 58,0 | 6508 7125 | 7328 | 7306 58.4
Year[ Jan. Feb.iMar. Apr.| May|June JulylAu;lSept. Oct.| Nov.| Dec.[Annual{ Season JulylAug.lﬂapt{Oct. Nov.iDec.iJnn. Feb.lMar];pr.]Mny!Jun Total
1931 | 7.31) 4.71| 3460| 0.38] 3.42| 0.74| 6.28| 4.40( 3.89] 3.95] 5.68| 9,11 s3.11
1932 | 7.87) 6416) 168 3.44| 4e6B| 2.80) 4e37| 5.21] 5:45| zs23] 5.10|12.91| 61470
1933 | 1,77| 5.26) 5.58) 2.71| 3.66 2.53|20473| 6:37| 0483| 1.55| 1.25| 2.65| S4e86
1934 | 6.62) T.04| 3a21) 3,62 3.19] 0ubB| 8.31] 3.49] 6.44| 2447| Te84| 2.67) 61.25
1935 | 2.37) 3.06] 6e84| 3,20 4s48) 8.87| €.72| 5.69( 2.87| 1.44| 6.60| 7,88 58+46
1936 | 3.09) 3.93| 1427 1.77]_4.65] 0,02] 8.24] 6.46] 4.73] 1.96| 3.99] 4.68] 62,79
1937 | 8,06 1a43] 3276| 1.16[ 12571 4ell] £e73] Gu3B| %e03| 5.50] 1e66| 2422] ©2-71
1930 | 6a47] 1.78 5,32 4.37| 3.98] 2,11] 3.08] 2.45| 45.2}
1939 | 3,75 7,82 606B] 2,351 3.34] T.al] 1.93] 2.53] 3ivbb
1960 [T1aT1| 4sb7 4a97[ 14256 2,46 1.56) 8.54] 8.24] 72.83
1961 | 3,340 2.69 9.86) 3.52] 8.09| 5,97 1.92]11,88] 70.49
1942 [T I, T4[73.70 B.66] €. 4 021 3,00 O0a76 G467 60a
1963 | 4.79) 7072 9499] 1495/ 11,83( 1.03] 6+38] 6.95| 69.01
1944 | 8,37 2.30 1.92| 6.58] 5.17| ©.75| 9.97] «,83] 2.0
1965 | 2,61 3.96 12.72| 5.85| 3.67) 3.11] 2480] 7.%4| 61.51
1968 | 9,64 3,64 7.20] z.s8{ 6.63| w.98] 5,970 2,28) s9.m1
1967 | 6.07) 3.27 24B2) 4453 1.19| 0.63| 5.06| &.45| 65.06
1948 | 6407 %497 1.18] 4a32| 3.710 0.93] 5.99| zi52] 29,95
1949 | 3.62| 8.03 9.21| 2.09( 3.64[11.15| 0.88] 5.77] #9.36
19%0 | 3.7 5.22 5498( 2.73| 5.45| 2.35| Lead| waiy| 59437
1951 | 7.28| 2.18 1.94] 1.00| 4:63| 0.6 2,21] s.gn| 37.28
1952 | 2,32] 7.9 174830 1.38) .77 T | 4+90| 8.79] s8.01
1983 | 1.95) 6.03 11673 3425) 0465 2466| 4.82] S.74[ 55.50
1954 | 2,26| Q.44 3ubb) Za.43) D.TO| Beb2) wa25) 2,88) 30.08
1955 | 5.74) 7435 657 B.B1| 1.57] 2449] 4x09| 3.89| 55.33
1956 | 2,94) 4a56 0.48 3.77| 0,07] 1.69] 2.29|10.43| 39.37
1957 | 0.98] 2.13 2492 2435| 6435 5.21(1043%] 4,08{ se.ls
1958 | 3.51 2,87 902 9.41|10.08| 1.45| 1.57| 1,22| $9.19
1959 | 4,89)10.67 17,96 4.72| 1,21 4.62{ 2.98| 5,85| s8.05
1960 | 3.79) 438 auBel 5.92| 0.62| 1.44] 5.03| 6:25] 2.58| 5.17| 4.32] 7.83] 4749
1961 | 4439) 7,75 20580 3.47] wc11f s.31l €.a3) a.08] 3.48] 1,92|14.09] 4,03] 63.60
1962 ~ 4u01] OuB0] 1439 3a1l] 1a73] Bs33] 0s 48] 17+38] 1a01] 2e70] 4440] 4.01| 46e33
1963 | 5,07) 4413 0.55] o.6a| 0.57] 4.0l s.zaf 1.a7] a.7al v | al7e| 3.s8| 39.85
1966 | 5,490 3.08] 4402| 1.84| 2412| 5.87| 4.86| 5.56] 6o14| 0.30] 2406 5.84] 47417
1865 | 2449 2486| 3234 0.96{ 405 1449 1.85) 6«79 3.43| 0.32| 1.22| 5.00| 34,80
1966 | 6248 | 6.17 | ULT5 | 8459 | 6230 | 5210 | 4490 | 6263 | 3e74 | 2096 | 4245 | 3,78 | 59,65
1967 | Lu70( 2426} 1495 | 5463 | Bu59 | 1,64 | 5,87 | 6221 | 4a21 | 4287 | 0ull (13227 | 84070
1968 | 3289 | 2.68 | 2476 | 2039 | 3016 | 890 | 7482 | 3.59 | 3411 | 2438 | 5.83 | 4073 | 51026
RECaRD
MEAN | 6407 | 440 | 3066 | 4u51| 4069 | 5,21 | 6457 5,12 | 4207 | 2085 | 0228 | 5,67 55.08
Record mean values above (not adjusted for instrument location changes listed in the Station Location table) are means for the
period beginaing in 1939.

A borizontal line drawn on thé above tables indicates a bhreak in the data Beguence due o & change in instrument gxposure or a
station move (see Station Location table).
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LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA

STATION LOCATION MURICIPAL ATRPORT

Elevaticn above
Saa Ground Sea
lovel T T T lavel
s M t I
g L | 3 . g I8
e & ] > i .
Locahon g 8 'g 2 Latitnde | Longitude é E s g . 'g E ,s ( N ! 5 [ Remarks J
<] H @
2 bl _g g g North | VWest | % ° _g 28| 813 LR B -
3 3 3 ® H - g 4 £ E‘ | = = §
2 g 2 & 2 IR AR IELERE RN
§ E- 3 o [ = 2 - S &
3¢ EE 2 K| E| 3|82y B
Q 438 S| F @ | & | & |FE| & | = g | &
CITY OPFICE }
323 Woodruff Btreet 7= ?7=19(10- v-30 30° 12.57|93° 13.8' 13 4 4
Foot of North Ryam St. 11- ?=30| 4= ¥=37|2 mi. NNE| 30° 14.57|93° 13.1" 18 4 4
-
1036 Kirkmap Street 5= 7=-37| 2-12-39(1.1 mi. 88E|30° 13,5'|93° 12.6"' 14 26 | ad a4 4 a - 22 feet to 10-17-37.
AIRPORT STATION
Calcanieu Parish Airportf 2-12-38( 1-30-42({3.3 mi. E(30° 13.3'(83° 09,3 12 b4 3 5 cd 4 b - 55 feet to 1-1-40.
¢ - Installed 1-1-40.
Lake Charles Air Force 1-30-42| 11-13-61{1/3 mi. W3W 30" 15.3'|93° 09.4" 12 dls 5 8 od 4 4 30 |d - 39 feer to 6-1-80.
Basne e - Commismioned 11-22-48.
lake Charles Municipal |11-13-61| Present |7.5 mi. SW 30° 07 [93° 13° ne | f22| 5 5 i4 351 5 | g5 60 | £ - 75 fest to 3-12-62.
Airport g - Commimgioned 2500 ft, WNW of
previous temperture sensors
B-1-64,
h - 14 ft, to 9-1-64,
1 Decommigsioned 9-1-64,
3 — 4 feat until moved
about 90 feot SW 6-16-63,

Requests for additiomal information should be directed to the Weather Bureau Office for which this Summary was issued.

Sale price, 13 cents per copy. Checks and money orders should be made payable to the Superintendent of Documents, Remittances and correspondence regarding
this publication should be sent to the Superintendent of Documents, Governmeut Printing Qffice, Washington, D, C. 20402
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