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Septemben 27, 1993

Sam Freeman, EAq. D
Freeman & Bass

24 Commence Strneet REDACTE
Suite 726

Newarnh, NI 87182-9583%

Re: -
Youn File No: 3967&-C

Dear Mr. Freeman:

I am in neceipt o0f youn mailing of July 2, 1993. You enclosed a
nepont from Essex Oncology Group dated July 38, 1992. As you are
well awane 04, I ne-examined M» on March 13, 1992
and a nepont was sent to you dated June 38, 1992. He was previously
examined in the past on October 25, 1985 and a neport was sdent 2o
‘ you dated December 38, 1985. From the occupationatl histony that 1
2) obtained on Marnch 13, 1992, he todd he was exposed 2o variouwus
D chemicals and I deduced that 4some of these may have been, within
probability, carcinogens. In fact, I mentioned in my repoat of June
38, 1992 that he was exposed 1o benzene Like chemicals as well as
othen ongandic chemicals and that there i4 a possibility that an
anemia, which he informed me about, might possibly be related o a
malignancy. I 4Ainformed you zZhat considening the occupational
historny, this anemia shoutld be counted as pant of his occupational
injunies. A repont §rom the Essex Oncology Group discloses that the
patient has the myelodysplastic syndrome. Dr. Burke in his oncology
neport Lo Dr. James Oraini, which I reviewed, took an occupational
historny and he atso Leanrnned that Mr., " was exposed 2o high
concentrations of both Lead and benzene.

Dr. Gregony 1. Bunhe provides indormation about an expenimentat
drug therapy that the patient witf undergo.

I neviewed a copy o a Lettern by Dr. James M. Onaini dated July 36,
1992 stating that M. Mn " sufdensd fnrom a myelodysplastic
syndrome, type 2. He afdo relates in this Letten the occupational
histony that he had muitiple e,xpoéwz,u to benzene and this 4is
within certainty the etiology o§ his hematological problem. He now
is trnansfusion dependent.
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Benzene i4 a well hnown chemical, very common one in the workplace,
which causes bone marrow toxicities and symptoms of various types.
The myelodysplastic syndrome happens to be one of these. There are
also concomitant conditions that can atlso occur related o his
present anemia, namely acute myelogenous Leuhemia. Benzene exposure
can cause bone marrow failture, aplastic anemiasd, and Leukhemias.

Fortidied now with this definitive infomumation about the hazardows
substance ht was exposed to, namely benzene, and the establishment
of a definitive hematological abnonumality, namely the
myelodysplastic syndrome, I am able 1o nenden a conclusion relative
to this occupational 4injurny. Based upon ithe history and the
dindings and a neview of medical necornds §rom treating physicians,
it 48 my opinion that M. : » has a bone marrow
abnornmality, myelodysplastic syndrome, §or which I would estimate
a disability of 188 percent of total. It is my opinion within the
rnealm o4 medical probability that his exposune to chemicals,
especially benzene or possibly othen benzene dernivatives in his
employment at Shewwin Williams Company provided a sdgnificant
exposure to induce his hematological abnornmality. There L8 a direct
causal nrelationship between his exposure 4in the workhplace o
benzene and his present bone marrow condition.

The myelodysplastic syndrome 44 hnown . 2o evolve .into othern
hematological conditions, such as acute Leuhemia. This is a

podsibility 4orn the near {uturne. However, the myelodysplastic
D yndrome in itself is a fatal condition and in my opinion, it would
be wise to takhe his Deposition in ornder to preserve his testimony.

I want %o b»u,n.q to yow:, attention that two examinations have been
perdonmed on | already alluded to: October 25, 1985 with
neport dated Decemben 3#, 1985 and a repeat examination February 2,

998 with a repoxt dated March 13, 1998. This neport is an addendum
nepont nelated 1o my §indings mentioned in the February 13, 1998
rnepont. M. was also examined in my office a thind time on
Marnch 13, 1992 and a repont was sent to you dated June 38, 1992.
Thus, according to my caleulations this will now be the fourth
nepont rnegarnding this matter.

fvvcy :t)uu.y yow,

Sidney €. Frliedman, M.D.

SEF/4g
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