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FRODUC TS

January 22, 1935

Mr. M. F. Judd, Secretary,
Raybestos-Manhattan, Inc.,
Bridgeport, Conn.

Re: Mellon Institute of Industfial Research
Symposium on Dust Problems

Dear Mr. Judd:

As I indicated to you over the telephone
this afternoon, I am enclosing a copy of a memorandum
I prepared for Mr. Lewis B, Brown regarding my trip to
Pittsburgh last Tuesday, January 15th, to attend the
Symposium on Dust Problems held under the auspices of
the Mellon Institute of Industrial Research.

Very truly yours,

k/a/,c dorire. .Jﬂ/ﬂcﬁ”\
Vandiver Brown
Attorney
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BCORALNDOY RL:w MELLOW IMSTITUTE OF IIDUSTRIAL
RESLARCH SYUPOSIULL ON DUST
PRO3BLEIS — PITISHINGH JAN 15, 1035

On or about Decoaher 12, 1924 the Yellon Institute
of Industrlal Research sdéreszsed letters to soae 85 Industries
havirg indus trial discace problems inviting them to attond a
neeting to be held under the ausplees of the Institute on tha
15th day of Jarmary. One of these invitations was reccived by
the dsbestos Institute and, although the Asbestos Institute did
not aceept and was not officlally represented, Jolns-lanvilla
Corporation requested and obtained perriission to send a repre=-
sentative. The invitztions expressly stated that "attendance
-at this neeting need entail no obligationn, ,

Johrs-Yanville wus represented at tho neeting bs
the writor of this memorancuam. Approxirately 250 people were
present repesenting over 50 iniustries which had accepted the
invitation of the ¥ellon Institute. The ilellon Institute was
greatly curprised at the renarkablo reaponse ond Lt is my
opinlon that one cannot 7ind a better indlcation of the serious
ncture of the problems 1t was the purpose of the mecting to
discuss, '

I was able to ascertain that the Hellon Institute
had been proapted to call the meeting by representatives of
the sand and glass end the refractories Industries. Represen-
tatives of ihese industries conferred with Hr. L, R. %Weldlein,
Dirccter of the Institute, and after advielngy hin of the nature
of their problem, of its wide-spread character znd mnerougs
menacing aspects, suggested the need of scme form of concerted
actlon on the part of those industries preseatly or potentially
involved. I understand that Mr. F. 7. Sherwood, Vice-Prosident
of Oweng-Illinois Glass Coupany and Yr. Rogor Hitchins, Presi-
dent of the American Refractorles Instltute, wore the persons
who presented the situation to the Mellon Institute. Wr.
Veldlein, on behalf of ihe Institute, agrced to cooperate to
the extent of calling the meeting and having the representatives
spend a day in PLlttsburgh as the guests of the Institute. There
7&g sone proliminary digscussion as to the po551bility of using
the iellen Institute as a clearing house for information and
research upon aspects of the problem cownon to =zll industrics

but dofinite comaitments were postponed until after the holding
of the uecting,

An Impressive lls% of oxperts specialicing upen
verious aspects of the dust problem attended the reeting and
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delivered cddresses. Amonz these were Hr. A, C, Birth, &

lawyer ssxclated with Willicns, Lveramap and Yorgan, Toledo,
Chio, attorneys for Oweng~Illinois Glass Company} Dr. kugene P.
Pendergrads 61 the X-ray Lahoratory, University Hospital, Philaw
delphia; Dr, A. J. Lanza, Assistant Medieal Director of the
Hetropolltsn Life Insurance Company; Dr. R. R. Sayers, lledical
Officer 1n Charge of U, S. Public Health Service; Professor
Philip A. Drinker of the School of Public Uealth, Harvard Uni-
Versity; lir. F. Robertson Jones, General Manager, Assoclation

of Casualty and Surety Ezecutives; and ¥r, Donald I Cummings,
Assistant Director, Saransc Laboratory for Study of Tuberculosis.

The osddresses delivered by these speciulists, together
with the open discussion that followed them, revesaled, among other
things, the very nenacing character of the problem, its complex
nature, the uncertainties attonding noast of 1its aapects and the
necessity of some form of united action by the afflicted industries.
) It was recognized that sone aspects of the prodlen
vere peculliar to speclal industries but it was equally evident
that other uspects werc common to all. ror exanple, only tw
foras of dust, nanely, free silica and asbestos, are definitely
knovwn to praoduco disabling fibrosis of the lung. BEvem in the
cage of theso dusts the problems resulting therefron are gulte
different since the fibrosis resulting froa silica i3 of a nmuch
zore gerious character than that resulting from asbestos in that
the former predisposes to tuberculosis and is much more likely to
have a fatal teraination. On the other hend (and this 1llustrates
ane of the most serious aspects of the problem that is coznon to
all dust producing Industries) the fact thut no other dust is
known to produce disability has not prevented entirely groundless
claizms agpregating millions and even hundreds of millions of
dollars boing brought &gainst Industries which have no silica ozr
asbestos dust hazard. For example, Dr. Lanza pointed out that
no one had ever maintained that Eypsun dust was harmful and 7et,
nevertheless, the gypsuxz incustry had guits pending against it
covering claims in excess of four uillion dollars,

It appeared that among the problems common to all
industries were the following:

(1) The menace of ambulance chasing lewyers in
conbination with unserupulous doctors. The
uncertainties surrounding dlagnosls of any
of the various forms of pneumonoconiosls are
80 nany that a question of fact is presented
in every case. Expert testimony can be Pro—
duced by both plaintiff and defendant and it
1s for the jury to decide whose experts are
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correct in their interpretations. 1In making
this decision, the jury is not likely to favor

the opinion of the experts produced by the
enployer.

(2) The desirability of maling various dust
diseases componsable under properly drawn
worlkmen's coapensation laws, One of the
speakers stated that fthe strongest bulwark
against future disaster for industry &{s the
enactment of properly drawn occupational
dlsease legislation”, Such legislation would
(2) eliminate the jury ond eupower a ledieal
Board to pass upon the existence of the
diseagse and the extent of the disability;

(b) eliminate the shyster lawyor and the

quack doctor since fees would be strictly
limited by the lewy and (e¢) permit the corresct-
ing of initial mistakes in the neking of
awards by providing for hsarings to reduce

or elininate awards 1f proof could be adduced
that the claimant was not disabled or thes

tho extent of his disability had been over-
estimated.

(3) Problems of ventilation, dust collecting and
elimination, &nd respiratory devices.

(4) The establishing of standards (a) for dust
counting and particle size determination,
(b) for the taking of X-rays for diagnostic
use, and (c) for the interpretation of the
markings on the films so produced.

At the close of the discussion a Mr, Kurtz, Vice-
President of Anerican Refractorics Corporation, nade & motion
that Mr. Willlam P, Yant, Chairman of the neeting appoint a
nominating comnittee who would nominate & group of imdiividuals
Yo serve a3 a coamittee for the formulation of ways and ueans
to brin® about effective cooperation of some character betwoen
the various inductrics for meeting and conbating those phascs
of the dust problem comon to 211, This notion was carried
and & liominoting Conmlittee appointed which rotired and upon
returning presented to the meeting the names of seven individuals
to act as such Commlttee. HNHo other nsmes having been placed
in nomination, the following were elected to act as the Comaittee
and report back to the various industries and groups represented

at the neeting or to whom the invitation had been originally
extended:
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Vandiver Brown representing Asbestos, Cork and Non-ietzllic
- T
Pr, B. D+ Saklatwalla representing Chemical, ihrasives, Klloys
and Yop-I'srrous metals

Ee Os. Jones representing Foundries

A. ¥. Gherwood representing Glass Sand, Ground Sand and Glass
Hanufacture . :

A. J. Gentholts representing Ironm, Steel and Oros

Ls J« R. Curtis representing Lime, Limestone, Cement and
' - Jypsun

Roger A. Hitchins representing Refractories,Ceramics and Cley

1 explzined to the other members of the Cormmittas
thot T had heen sent to the weating solely as an observer and
had no authority from Johns-¥anville Coarporation ts5 sceept
membership on the Comuittee and certainly none from the fsbestos
Industry 2as a whole. I was urged, however, to meet mlth the
Comaittec and agreced to do so on the condision that I night
wlthdraw if approval of ny serving in thaz capaclity shouid not
be fortheomlng. I pointed out that members of the Lshostos
Industry did not care to be associzted In the minds of the public
or of cuployees with those industries whose nroblem was s1licosis
and that for this reason I felt there night be some opposition to
having o representative of the Asbestos Industry working with
thems I dic indicate, however, that I realized numerous aspects
of our problem were the same and that if cooperation could he
worked out without an undue amount of publicity, Johns-lunville
Corporation and perhaps the Asbestos Industry ha a whole, would
in all l1ikelihood be willing to cooperete, It was the opinion

of the Comnittee that this condition would not present any
insupersble difficulty.

Hr. Roger Hltchins, President of Anmerican Refractor-
les Institute, was made Chairusn of the Committee which held a
mnceting Tursday evening aftor the close of the Symposium. Ur.
Litehlns was designated to meet with Mr. Veidlein of the lellon
Institute and asik him to nmake a proposal in definite and concrete
form as to ithe manner in whilch the Mellon Instlitute nicht be
able to assist the various industries for o feo of %25,000.
fhen this proposal has been rececived and approved by the memhers
of the Comnittee, it will be submitted to the various indus iries
vith tho recommendation that 4t be accepted and that the v “ious
Industries or individual corporations agree to stand good fur a
proporilonate amount of the fee not in excess of a definlite
speclified swa.
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I gathered that the nroponsal which would be made
by the Mellon Institute would include, among others, the follow-
ing:

(2) The compiling of 2 coamprehensive biblierraphy
of a2ll books, treatlses and publications deal-
ing with any aspect of the dust problem; and
the evaluation thereof.

(b) The compiling, dlgesting and correlating or
data and Inforaztion from various subscridicg
industrles relative to their particular experi-
ences.

(¢) The drafting of approved workuen's compensation
legislation covering pneumonoconiosis.

(d) The Aigesting of the laws of the various states
wvhich micht affect the operations of industries
prescnting a dust hazard,

(e) The outlining of problems Tequiring research
or the establishment of fixed standards angd
the prevention of duplication of effort and
expense along these linos.

The intsrest with rhich the discussions were followed
and the enthusiasm which greected the propozal for unifled effort
lead me to belleve that the necessary supnort will be found
for some sort of program along the above lines.

VANDIVEP BROWH
January 18, 1935



