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CKLORACKE PROBLEM - GEPJ’JU: /-HTICLI
Reference: Your r.enc 6/c/r9
Mr. L. C. Veger 
Nitro, West Va.

I certainly* thank you for the translation of the 
German article on chloracne. I wish we had been 
able to investigate the previous difficulties 
completely enough to isolate the chlorinated di- 
benzodioxine (diphenylenedioxide) as an important 
causing agent. Similarly, we would have been quite 
pleased if Monsanto research or that at Mellon 
Institute or Kettering Laboratory had developed 
the information on the 2,3/6/7-tetrachlorodibenzo- dloxlne.
The article appears to bear out Dr. Oettel's state­
ment in 195^ that he believed that a chlorinated di­
phenyl oxide was responsible and that such materials 
could be produced in any process of chlorination of 
phenol.

Elmer P. Wheeler
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î >-¿Ì-Xa -C^^ v /*£ /fa^D <-U ^S~) fa <? /hy^SU-f^.

h^4<y> Un* c£*-~*ùy _/J —■ t-cŜ * 4y-y~-} ¿tSx-cTrf (->_
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Ms. Erica Stuart 

FAX No. 212-757-6975

Dear Ms. Stuart:

I am sending pertinent material all of which has come 
from Monsanto's company files.

Exhibit 1752 is a 1956 memorandum which refers to a 
visit that a Monsanto executive had with Dr. Oettel of the 
BASF Company.

Exhibit 1486 refers to the letters that BASF sent in 
1957 to all American manufacturers. I do not know the 
author of this exhibit but it came from Monsanto's files.

Exhibit 2187 refers to the statement of Dr. Oettel and 
his belief at that time.

Exhibit 1760 is a report prepared by Dr. Suskind for 
the Monsanto Company which on page 8 refers to a finding by 
the German scientist in 1957 that the agent in the material 
is dioxin and Exhibit 1800 is a translation of a German 
article appearing in 1961 which refers to the earlier 
findings (page 10) that the chemical engineering process 
could be modified so as to avoid the formation of these 
dioxins and that they have been using that process in their 
plant without any symptoms of intoxication of any sort in 
the workers.
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These enclosures should be sufficient to establish that 
the American chemical companies knew the contaminant in the 
chemicals that was causing the problems and knew how to get 
rid of the contaminant. I hope this helpful.

Yours truly,

RC :md 
Encs .


