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EPA HEARING IN LOS ANGELES = %

On February 15th and 18th, Mir. Bettoll and I attended the EPA meetings in
Los Angeles. The major part of the first day was spent on mercury testimony
with Kari Lindell, former head of Johns-Manville in Canada, testifying in
behaif of the Quebec Asbestos Manntutnrcr- Auoehthn.
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lestimony of the A.LLA., Mz, Bettoli, Mr. Fraser, which was entered into
the record, snd my testimony. There is still time to submit some additional
testimony to EFPA for inclusion in the record. [ basically confined my testimoay
and Phil Bettoli also coaflned his to the material which was prepared and given
to us by ir. Weinsr. [ prepared some additional remarks conacerning the wet
rock storage and the roads but, due to the tenor of the meeting, decided not
to give this as it was to some degree an amplification of the former remarks
and also becauss [ felt we might wish to send this in as separate testimoay.

The Hearing Officer, Mr. William Magooell. handled the testimony very well
in my judgment. He really did not badger anyone, although he was a little
rough oo the gentleman from Pacific Asbestos who started his presentation

by comga ring the actions of EPA to those of Pontius Pllate when he washed his
hands. It was obrvious though that EPA felt they have been charged with the
responsibility of eliminsting the addition of the 3 materiais, asbestos, mercury
and beryilium from the atmosphere. It is also obvious that they did not and do
oot have enough time to really get all of the facts and make a sound scientific
judgment, and 1 w uld say all of the facts that are required are not available.
They oot only have to concern themselves with what is happening today but

in the case of those substitutions which do not break down into some harmless
materials, have to consider what the addition year hy year will do in the future,
10, 20 and 50 years from now. Therefore, I {eel if they are going to mve to
make judgments, they are going to make them on the side of preventing any of
these materials going into the atmosphere.

They appear and | think, as a result of the trip M r. Bettoll and 1 tock, to be
very sympathetic with the tailings pile problem and admitted that many of the
items brought up by Mr. Bettoli had not been intended to be restrictive by EPA
and that they would search for wording which would permit the use of asbestos

roofing fell. powever, Mr. M egonell did ask questions as to what would
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. happen to this recfing when it was torn off & bukiing which is to be demolished,

rerocfed, ete.

There were many other noa-industry people there and [ have suggested to Mr.
Weiner that he get a copy of their testimony. It is cbvious there are a number -
of citizen groups and many respoonsible professional peopie who feel sincerely -
that asbestos fibre in the atmosphere is s very definite hazard and any laws

which permit more of the ashestos {ibre to go into the atmosphere would be wrong.
I think we can expect these people and groups to keep up the pressurs oa the
government. My owa feeling i»s that whatever regulations are finally adopted,

and I believe they will give us some breathing room oa the tailing pile, will

be tightened from time to time.,

While I do ‘mot have the full details oa this, Max Swetoric, Secretary of AIA,
stated that late Monday afternoon the Department of Labor decided they would
adopt the 2 fibre standard. This has very seriocus implications for the Vermont
operation. While I do not bave the technicsl expertise, it is my judgment and

I believe the J-M people {eel the same way, that the attainment of the 2 fibre
standard is oot possible in asbestos mining and milling. Presently, the Vermont
mine is under the jurisdiction of the Buregu of Mines, not OSHA, and unless -
the Eureau of M ines adopts the OSHA standards, we feel we can with expenditure
adhere to the present Bureauof M ines standards and probably with expenditure,
if we get a favorable legisiation on the tailings pile, comply with EPA regulations.
However, if we feel that the CSHA standards are going to be adopted for the
mining operation, we will have to make some judgmeants as to what our future:

is going to be and what, if any, expenditures we will make at the mine to
comply with EPA , the Burean of Mines and the State of Vermont regulations.
iy feeling is that the OSHA standards will be adopted at some point in time

and that we may have to dscide to phase out the Vermont ops ration.

I feel we need to have within our own management a thorough discuasion of
the situation so we can decide what actions ought or ought not be taken at

Vermoant having to do with expenditures for pollution control, internal and
external, and any other capital expenditures at the plant,

W. Darrell
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