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September 2, 1971

iir, A. Merxrill Schnitzer

Foud, Drug and Toxicant Coordinator
‘Phillips Petroleum Company ,
" Resaareh and Daevelopment Departmant
'356 Remearch Building 1° :
‘Bartlesville, Oklshoma . 74004

Dear Mr, Schnitzer.‘
.Subjeq:: Tslc Toxici:y Data

~ Your letter of August 23, 1971, was duly received. Please pardon the délay_in answering -
. a8 we ara shorthanded righ: now due to vacationa. . : )

We have conaiderable data on the use of talc in products coming in contact with frods.
tnclosed is a copy of our m andum dated May 22, 1970, which lists the products in whieh
talc may be'used as a aafa aubacance." You will note that the 115: mhown therein docs
_not include tule for use in plastic producte coming in contact with' food. Lant yonr we

"cxchnnbed correnpondence with tha ¥FDA. relative to having talc declared as a anfe nuhstance
in plastics, I am enclosing copies of letters dated February 6, 1970; Agrjl 16z 1970

rordd 21..1970: and June 2, 1970 We have heard of no changes in classifications or end-

use approvals.since the:above mentioned dates. However, ve do raceive copies of all DA
bulletinas and try to: maintain a comple:e file,

The general provisions of ‘the Food Additives Regulations requiring substances to be of a
purity suitable for their intended uge is algo recognized by us., However, as a raw mater-
181 supplicr, we must rely on the uger to supply us with specifications which will cover
FUA requirements. We see no reason why the use of talc in plastic products coming In
contact with food should not be’ accep:ed 88 a safe substance considering the fact that it 4.
- already approved for: use in rubbar,. paper, cotton, and paint producte coming in contact

- with: food. Fur:hermore, "9 doinot uhink thete would be any migratiou of the talc frcm a
;’,plastic containar 1nto ‘tha food.; : . : fr B A : ol

'T,qMora qpecifically“answering youz three questiona, repliea are na fal]owa:

1. We have: no specific toxiciny dnta on any of our’ tnlcs including DT"FRTAIC” Jﬁ
' ,<und DTSFRTALC 57.3 Tale 18 recognized as & nontoxic inarc extander. fi71er.

2. ve are uudettnking a mineralogical study in our. laboratory by advanced methoda
‘ to det*w ¢ tha preasence of any, minor elcments other than’ theoretically pure
-magneszum ailicate. ‘tale.  ‘As- this work ia completad ‘wa_shell be glad.to reply
moxe apeciticallyf In the meantime, plaaae ‘advigeius 1€ possible, under what
government regulaC£ona these rinerals are referred to, We can find no auch
references in the Food Additivee Ragulationa., ' ’ :

3, Ye do considar out talcs. nuitabla for una Aa components in food contact art! clrn.
. Hlowaver, we shall ba’ happy to endeavor to: comply. withk any apecifications relative
te our products, but we assume’ that you will: satiefy 70utual£ with the PDA g8 to
tha accsptabilizy ct talc 1n your: ptﬂductﬁo o R
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Meo ¢ Mer¢dll Schadtzer  Pags 4 Septembir 3, 1971

7 we".appriaé,ia’:‘c your interast in our tales and ‘the test work that you have appiéé_ntiy
" dona on DESERTALC 56 and DESERTALC 37 over, tha past few months., We wish you sucgess
" '4in this project and sssure you of our cooperation. . o S o

. ;g | Very;t‘miy yours,
. ' DESERT MINERALS, Ing,
i ‘ : e :
i P
{ . S
. : . Preaident
" EJEL1avorth tkgb |

o c‘l_‘o'éur_es‘- _ :
_ cc:':gx. W B, Grantham oL ,

. ¢gr Richard 8. Lamar *. .~ NOuam e O onstnt g
yé‘;n Chemical Co'tpbmt}&q_j ' : '
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