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HILL AND KNOWLTON, Inc.

moves to nduce worker exposure

chloride announced

CCHIEAGO A - The oy
craaeent anaouncesd on Tuesday
new salely atandards 1o reduce
Rorker exposure to the canees-
Catstag s vinyl ehloride

- Jdohn §L Stender,  assistant
Sectetary of Labor, said the
gew  Oceupational  Safety  and
Health Administeation (O8HAS
standards” won't canse any ine
Qustry shutdowns. But the in-
dustry  reacted  quickly,  de-
souncing the regulations and
Olir_xz lawsuits seeking judicial
review.
A

The cuerent alloswabb leved
will remare i effect unt Jan
L, 1975, Stemder said. fexent
regulations alfow waorkee han-
dling polymer vinyl chimile to’
be expased (o up to 50 pas per
million i cight hours

The aew standards stat that
in 1975 the level must dap to
an average of one to fiveparts
per million over eight wurs
and can’l exceed 25 part per
million  unless  workers have
special respiratory equipnent.

By Jan. I, 1976, Stendcrsaid,

any  worker exposed o more
than five parts per mitlion of
the chemical must,he provided
a respirator. Until then, res-
piralors are optional. he said.
for workers expased from five
to 25 parls per million. but any-
one wanting such an air-purify-
ing dcvice must have it pro-
vided.

Todd C. Walker, president of
the Firestone Plastics Co.. a di-
vision of the Firestone Tire &
Rubber Co., callied the stand-
ards “cconomically unrealistic.

this year by Arthur Littie &
Co." an industeial cansulting
firm.

He said his company plans to
challenge the standards.

Polyvinyl chloride substances
are used in a host of plastics
produets.

In April, OSHA ordered an
emergency lowering {rom the
thea-prevaiting  lunit of - 500
parts per million, alter several
deaths from a rare hver<ancer
were thoughl to be relaled 1o
handling the chemical.

Preliminary tosts  conducted

“in Northbrook, ML, later thut

month showed that test mice
developed  liver cancer  when
exposed to concentrations of 50
parts per million of vinyl chlo-
rde.

Criminal provisions of the
standards include a maximum
$10.000 {ine and six months’ im-

prisonment.
The Socicty of the Plastics

_ladustry inc (SPL. which rep-

tesents more than 90 per vent
of vinyl cloride and polyvinyl
chloride products. fifed suit in
New York asking the US.
Court of Appeals {or judicial re-
view. A secparate suit was filed
by the Hocker Chemical Co. of
Stamford, Cann.

technaicatly unfeasible. palitival
Iy motivated and medicabiv i
dicwdoug, comparable to o law
aimed at stopping automabile
deaths by lowering the speed
limit to one mile per hour.”
Stender sid some of the 7.500
polviner and fabncating plants
in the United States emploving
about 350000 warkers will have
trouble mecting the tichtened
standards.  Howoever, he  said
there would be puovisions to al-
low a company that can't mecl

the standards to reduce the oul- ¢ impct study made earlier

In a statement, SPI President
Ralph 1. Harding said the gov-
crnment ““may behieve it has

adopted a comprumise pesition |

between organized libor oa the
onc hund and industry on the
other, but the result is the
standard that does not take into
account in a pragtical way the
known medical and
nological facts.™

ew safety standards on vinyl

grat o Ae Toveest practial oy
ol prawded werkers are given
TN NS

“Thie will not cause the in-
dustry o shut down.” Stender
added. ’ ’

Bul falker charged hat “the
OSHA tandard for vinyl chlo-
ride eosure puts the vinyl
plastictindustry on a collision
course #ith ccannmic disasier.
More mportantly. it throws
iwo nilion jobs down ihe
drain, :cording to an cconom-

laci-}
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