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Some Questions and Answers couceraing Bulletia Cover Story

“Ig_there s killer {n your home", July €, 1974.

Vere Ausctralian Blue Asbestos Pry. Ltd., and C.S.F. svare

cthat a direct relstionship was provea betvean crocidolite,

or Llue asbeatos and @ ruch raraexr cancer callced mesothelioma®

1r tho early 19€0's up to the closurc of Witterooa in 19661

0. fne cedica) literature refurs to agner's paper in
1960 g3 the first to suigest a relatiocoship bétwcc% asbestos
exposure and pleursal mescthelioma. At a reeting of the
uev York Academy of Scieuce putiivhed in Tecest-er 1563,
cousiderably more avidence cmerged, although tnere was still
core controversy. It was not unti} 1949 that the {ivst
vealth rejulatory suthoritics (In the ©.7.) tizlitened up

regulatfons goveruing the bandling of astbestos.

i;te u labourer die of amegothalioza ut Wittenoom in jsout

"o fo 19€1. Pleursl mcnotheliorn caused the death of a wan

who had vorked in tﬁc niil fron 1947 to 1349 The case
was described by Dr. Hciulty in the edicsl Journul of
Australis in 1962.

Did we Yuow of this?

e maveno cvidence at present that A b, wvard "l of this
at the time. A gearch 1s being made ol A.%.A, T scords
wiich Lave been scored at Cottasloe ReriuNry.

Was Ur. Mclulty “elvays on (the Coy'e) back"1

It is protably fair to sasy that Mciulty vas “always en their

backs uith respect to tie generslly duaty cond{cions 4t

Wittenoom., lowaver, Ncwulty Q( the W.A. Leparivweat of




NS
2

f).

fuLlfc Jealtl. and the othi¢r Rroups cuocerned suci: as the
tines Tepartmeunt and the State Coverusent Insurance Office
vere mainly concerned with fwproving the dust reducing
scasures within the gonerally accepted standavds of that

tine with respect to astostosis.

wWhaet vere thae contacts by these groups with Wittenoon?

There were perfodic visits by various Departzeat of Mines
Inspectore. Frow 1948 the W.A. Depertment of Health
{rtroduced a systew vherety each pow ewployee WAG nedically
exsnived and : -rayed befor: being ewploycd.  Evexy tvelve
months & sobile clinic vieited the mine and every emplayee
was x~rayed. Any preumoconiocels cases (includes asbestosis)
.-aye advised by liealt) Department aud 11ability was vasted

{n tha Stste Goveruvent Insurance Office.

pid A.B.A. take notice of thasc reconzendations?

Yes, there vere continuing inproveuents dutring the caukseof

Wittenoox's histoty. Dust collection systews vere

-4nstélled in the old mill prior to {ts closuxe 10 the late

1950°a and vere built iato the new pill vhichi opensd 1
195¢9. Hovever there were difficulties due to the abrasive

pature of the dust and difficulties of maint¢nance.

Vere dust measurcuents wade at Wittenocom?

Yes. Juv early 1963 s full time ventilations officer

vas appointed whase duties included this.  An expert from
the School of Public Health, Sydunaey, also surveyod the mine
and will {n 1964. This work did show high comcentrations
of asbestos dust in air in the will.. Respirators werc
{ggued to all employeas at operatinog etations in the will
although the heat 1inited their use.

™~
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In vhat vay do Mines Department files ‘'hardly support"
C.S.R.'s inslstencc tuat it Jid everything that vas

recommendedy

A gearch is being made of A.ll.A's recorcs for specific
correspondence on thie. towever, discussions with
€.S.R. staff formerly wmployed at Wittenoons jndicate that
tiat the vill and nine workea under close Goveroneut

ena unlon inspections aus thet A.b.A. cuforced the Wining

Ac: and the controls unuer it to the Ifwmit.

bii the hizes -epartment (hx. Boyland) threates to closa

the uiae?

C.35.R. staff who forrorly worked at Wittenoom bolievad tl.at
{f the aine did not accord witli Covermmaut standavds {t
could be shut down et any tima. A search of A.B.A's

records should reveal any correspondence ou this matter.

%28 C.S.R. Tewiss in carrying oa riniug operatious at
wittenoow (as lall's arcticle infers) in the light of the

cargers of blue asbestos in causinp wesothelional

1t {s only in the last fev years that the particular dangérs
of blue asbastes with respect to cesotheliora are becowing

gederally accepted.

Lver 80, tieve 18 8till some coutroversy over the question

of dose-response and the types of asbestos rasponsible.

The watter is not as cut snd dried as Hall'u article suggests.

In the light of today's kpowledge, {t wvould have bceun reuiss,

but at the time both the conpany and the Cowerament
regulatory authoritiee ware endeavouring to vork withiun
l1izite set with rcgpect to asbestosis, which axe vary
Jdiffereat from tnose vhich would apply today with respect

to xesotheliocms.
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A.

Q.

¢.

4

ls {L truc that of 41 meu scan by fictiulty (t.. ...lerence
16 in 1963) 14 died (of rcgotlelionn)?

No, im the context of Hall's article 1t 1s grosely
mielesding. The figurvs core from a jpaper presepted

by McHulty a few years syo. Of a total of 103 men who
vorked at Wittenoom aund who have developed pusumoconiosis,
41 wvera wuill workers vho had not worked underground or

{n other mines. Of thesg 4 have died hut only omne

frow wcagotheliora and one from another type of lung caopcer.

What are the :urreunt facte uith respect to deaths frow
megotheliomn of people foruerly esployed at Yittenoonl

A copy of & report written fu 1973 by Dr. P. Maguire,
medical of ficer of tha W.A. ¥ines Department says that
there are 142 casee of asbeatoels and silicosie/asbestosis
and six casce of mesothclioma amongst people vho have
worked at Wittencom. A total of 27 mer are kuown to hivc
died, including 5 from mesothelioua and 7 frbl other luug

cancer.

0f the five koovn to have died frop wescotheliosa onc was
the case diagnosed {n 1560 who died in 1961. The others

have been diaguosed since 1989. The time ifanterval fron

axposurc to blue asbestos and death was from 13 to 22 years.

Are 10 to 15 percent of the 20,000 people vho worked
at MWi{ttepoom at one tine or auother 1iksly to contract

wegothelioua as 1lall auggests?

Therc is insufficisnt knowledge for anyone o aven uaxarc
a guess. A 1973 report from South Africa (the only
other country which nas coumarcially preduced blua asbeatos)

shows 232 reported casas of ragotacliova. 78 of these




had exposure to blue asbestos from nining operations.
South Africa has been producing blue agbestos since 1919
and at a rate in excess of 30,000 tons per year gince 1950.
Compare Wittenoom's production rate of between 10,000 to
15,000 tons annually between 1968-1966.

What 18 being done to find out how many people employed

at Wittenoom might contract mesothel ioma?.

Professor Michael llobbs, Associate Frofessor of Epidemiology
and Socisl Medicine at the University of Western Australia

is carrying out a survey on health problems associated with
people working with asbcstba, in particular with regpect to
people who have worked at Wittenoou. Hobbs has told ue

that C.S.R. (through Mr. Leith in Perth Office) had been mogt
co-operative and helpful by making personnel records
available, Dr. Smythe (C.S.R. Research) is visiting Perth
on 8tn July to discuss our further support of Professor Hobbg!
wotk with him.

Is C.S.R. doing anything to assiat euployees who worked
at Wittenoom who are now suffering or are 1ikely to guffer
from mesothelioma?

As a matter of course. A.B.A, Pty, Ltd. (the operating
company of the day) has met its full legal obligatinns
to.any employces suffering as a proven result of service
at Wittenoom. Compensation is hundled by the .A.
Governuent Insurunce Office under W.A. law. Whatever
cages have come to our knowledge we have assisted in the
course of events to help people obtain coupencation.

The matter is of continuing concern te us because of the
poseibility of new cases arising. We woulg certainly
do whatever we could to assist people obtain compensation
where a condition was clearly attributable to service at

Wittenoom mine.




Q.

Ia C.S5,.N, usiny asLestoe today?

H0 blue asbestos {3 being used {n any C.S.N. operatious
tuday. Other asbestos, mainly chrysotile and swaller
quantities of awosits, are heiny used in Runcerlich
factories for the production oi asbestos ccment, and

at Coucord for the production of vinyl floor tf{les and {n
small quantities for some joincing cemerts for Cyprock.
Tlese types of agtestou arce coacidered lcas dangerous than

crocldolite (plite asicsrLos) wit, ¢ ... 0 zesthaliona,

What precautions are being takev fa Chese fuactories to

prote .. r::ployoues

In the tinferliel factorics there has Lece a coutinued
liaison with the Lepartwent of Labour and Industry and the
Division of Occujational lealth to improve dust extraction
ant coitrol equipuent to casure tli:t any asbestos fibre

in tte worl place is kegt to ou acceptable level 4n line
with chat vow recomrended by the utioral l'calth and
Yedical Feascarcl. Council of Avetralia,

Rqular dust level detctminationa are +arried ovt under
the supervisfon of a etaff officer who is responsible
for scvising on  general fndustrial hygicoe.

A siillur situatiou prevaile st Coucord and a progran for

furtiier Snprovements to dust controi ucasures 16 undcrvay.

Is there room for improverient in C.S.R'g stacdards of

occupational lygfenc in its rany factoriusi

fca, altbough the company hss always been concorned to
opurate its factories within the sccepted standards of

the duy, there is scope {or the appointoent of ar Industrial
Hiypiene Officer to :{ve advice aud recermeudations
ooncereing ouwr work place conditicos in the wide range of
operations C.S.R. 18 involved in today. This matter

{8 being currently purcusd, -




FURTHER INFORMATION  ON QUESTTONS RALSED BY CTHE CHAT RMAN

(refer cavlicr Goue of 7.7.74)

Q. When did my wife and 1 go to Wittenoom? Wae the extractor plant then

operating?

I A, Leccer P No. 277 11.10.1965 indicates that the Board of Dircctors including
Sir John Dunlop visited Wittenoom in October 1965. The extractor plant

was operating at that time.

Q. Dic McNulty inform us of the death of a former employce from mesothelionia
it 1960 (did he explain mesothelioma to the inquest and did he send us

"a copy of the Medical Journal)?

(' A. We have not beem able to locate correspondance from McNulty covering a
( copy of his article in Med. J. Aust, 1962, 2, 953. (a2 copy of this is
(j 7 attached).

We cid ioca:e a letter P 826 24.6.1950 from the Manager, A.B.A. Wittenoo=
to the Managing Director A.B.A. Sydney sending two copies of un extract
from the British Medical Journal (copy atrached). We also located in
A.B.A. files correspondeﬁce between dcNulty and vorious overseas experts
relating to the use of asbestos tailings in school playgrounds and road
construction. These were dated November 1965 (copies are attached).

In summary there is much evidence we can muster to show that it wuas noc
until 1965, after the New York Academy of Science Meeting, that the

possibility of mesothelioma being a problem at Wittenoom began to be

¢ appreciated.
(
Q. Was there a board of review at Wittenoom in 19597 What did it say?
A. There vas a board of review at this time which found against the ad

paya2nt to some workers. An outline of this is contained in the T ..

dazed 16.12.1959 (copy attached).
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Did Mr. Boyland threaten to close the mine?

There is correspondence between June 1961 and July 1962 which clearly
indicaces that Mr. Boylund of l:he.Mincs Departuent was being very ceritical
of dust conditions in the wmill. Thére was a threat (Qeteer P No. 164
30.11.1964) that Mr. Boyland may serve a notice that the Mine or Mill

is unsafe. In Dacember 1961 the local Mines Inspector set down a
restricrion on throughput in an effort to improve conditions.

In lecter P 16A 25.7.1962 the Manager A.B.A. Wittenoom writing to The

The General Superintendent Perth stated,

“We are rather tired of his (Mr. Boyland's)constant threat to initiate
prosccutions. This is being dono (according to him) to force the Company
into carrying out every instruction. We would suggest that this constant
threat be investigated"...

The letter went on to say ...

"Wo do not stop in our cfforts to control and collect dust in the mill
and we have men constantly on ventilation underground. It is not easy to
comply with every request the Inspectors make, but we at least do our best

to carry out their wishes".
What do the minutes say?

A search of directors and general meeting minutes of A.B.A. show no comments

on dust hazards.



