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Er‘ John Ae vohnﬁton,

Cci
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Pur rr conversation concerning a patient,
i o ’
con;s

touch with

a few days ago, I am very_anxious
¢ importance of this case to keep in
end with you in order that we may ar-

ko)
& 4

rive. at some cﬁrtﬂin conclusionw about the cause of
nis ilTness.

It

ls my feellng that the exposure vwhich this man

has had, is so absolu*elg inQ15ni”'cﬁnt a5 to cast
VEYY ser*ous question upon any etiology or rolatlione
ship of lead to it, and I should be inclined to doubt
the correctness of the diagnosls of lead peoisoning,
uniess indeed, the cl;nlcal plcture were so typical

as

to be conclusives. In the case of this man there are

certain atyplical and very unusual findings. L oxamined

ni

8 blood carefully and 1ound no evidence of any stipe

pling or anemias Ile has no lead line. iis norvous

Syt

intons different from the usual course of lead poisonw

ing ave 1most complotely cleared up in a very few weelks,

and % orvous system symptoms such as a
‘tinglxag in the legs’ and the hyper-aesthesia of the skin

in

the bacl which are by no means characteristic of lead

poison*ng.

In

view of the doubt, therefore, I felt thatwe should

praeceed with all care in ruling out certain other possie
bilities. Tor this reason I should strongly advise a
spinal {luid VWasserman in spite of an aparently negative
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story., The possibility of an infectlous pdy-ncuritls

1 of a subacute infectious precess as tuberculosis, ¥4

hi bring about such lnaexipite nervous symptoms asfiy

.S man has presented, mist be considered. idysteria

3t certalhly e thousght ofy and even a slow moving spinal
d lesion must Ve considered. I should be very glad,
srefore, if Xray ox aminétions of the clest and of the

nal column were made and I shall greatly appreciate re-
ving the samples of urine and faeces of which I spoke
YOUus

rish to thank you for your courtesy and owperation on
3 occasion of my recent visit to your city. I do not .
sh to appear to be arbitra or to try to influence

+oo rmach vour oninion as to what is the nattar wit thisg
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nan, but my ciinical and experimental experiences with
this ypc of exposure to lead appears . :
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man, bubt my clinical and experimental exneriances with
this type of exposure to lead compels me to-conclude that
tho diagnosis of lead polsoning is 'not .a justifiable one
in this case, and I feol that we must, therefors, rule
out all other possibilitiles before. deciding this nnlike~
1y thing as tho cause of hls sicknesse.

I shall be very grateful Lo you if you will notify me.
from time to time of the prcgress of this mans

Cordially you
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