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Dasr Arthmr:

Vith respect to the asbestos report, Fart I, September 30, 1948, a meeting
of the represantatives of the underwriting cozpanies was held in New York., The
report vas favorably received and it was the general fesling that it vas s ost
satisfactory and sxcellent job. It vas the feeling of this group that all refer-
ences to cancer or tumors should be omitted (Paragraph 75, Page 31 - the intro-
dnctoary paregraph wnder *COMPLICATIONS® - Paragruph 92, Page 39). This requeat
voeuld likewise call for the alimination of any tables relating to this subject
matter.

The group felt that there might be included under *CONCLUSIORS® a L
reference to the non-progressive charactsr of the filwosis produced by the as-
Yestos. L SR LR A

If practicible, they wonld like to see a more definite statemmmt with
respect to the size of the fidves which do the damago. Inquiry wvas also made as b~
t0 vhother there was any ralaticn to ths number of filres psr cubic foot of air.

It vas felt that the langmage in Conclusion D, that is, that a typical
filrosis could be produced by an atacspheric suspension of asbestos dust containing
cnly "an extresmaly small proportion of long fitres® was too vague and should be de-
finsd more specifically.

In addition to the sbove comments there are other suggestions which
rolate more to form and emphasis:

To the sxtent permitted hy the results of the experiments make the
"CONCGLUSICNS® and the introductory "ABSTRACT' more defisite, and reduce ths number
of vords whose meanings sre not precise. For sxample, in the "ABSTRACT"the words
fseexns®, "relatively® , “apparemtly®, ®is believed® and in *CONCLUSIQNE®, page 40,
the vords "prisarily®, Sedtremsly ssall propartion®,

As far as precticable conform the ®ABSTRACT® to MCONCLUSIOBS®, For
exaxnle, “OONCLUSIONS® states that "short asbestos fibres do not produce fibrosis®,
whereas YABSTRACT" says that "short fitess are relatively inert".
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Vhere experimental results indicats that asbestos fitre producse a
different actian than that cansed by Iree silica, &iphesiss these. points by -
reference to the differences as, for instance, particle eize, mechanical rather
than chemical action, non-progressicu, and predisposition to tubsrculosis.

- In CONCLUSION E, pege 41, reference is made in the fourth line to "owr
usual experience® and in the last line, bottam of pege, “"frevious sxperiencs”.
Just wvhat vas meant by this referemce was not clear to the group.-and they would -
like to ses that item clarified.

It vas felt that the report would be somewhat ecasier to follow Lf the.
paragraphs dealing with the varicus types of experimsnts were Jepsrated YLy head-
ings. For exmmple, Faragraphs 11 to 24 inclusive, deal with the sariy Kingtis
Floats sxperiments; Paragraphs 25 to 4{ deal with the 200-mesh materisl to which
vas added one- part in four of unground material; Paragraphs 45 to 57 incluaive,
deal vith the 1008 ball-mjlled dust sxperiments, and Parsggraphs 58 to 76 inclusive, .
deal with ths long fitre experirments. %hare wvas confusion as to the-
referred to in some of the numbered paregrsphs. It would. be helpful. if the four
sxperiments: wersy baaded up: in some mmrner other than with the regularly numbered
paragraphs vwhich. precede and follow them.

It vas. devided that after thess revisicns have been concluded the re-
port of these: experizsntal studies- should be published as prouptly as possible,

preferably in the Jommal of Ipdusiznl Rygiops. Awr-portnnhu-nummin
thould be separate and not a part of this report.

The above ocomprises the varicus commemts and suggestions which I do mot
think involves any materisl change in the report. Plsass let me know if you vish
any further informatiom or discuseions of the points raised in this letter.

Bast regards.
Sincerely yours,

T

d. J. Lansa



