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This fact sheet answers the most frequently asked health questions about 1,2-dichloroethane. For
more information, you may call 404-639-6000. This fact sheet is one in a series of summaries about
hazardous substances and their health effects. This information is important because this substance
may harm you. The effects of exposure to any hazardous substance depend on the dose, the
duration, how you are exposed, personal traits and habits, and whether other chemicals are present.

Agency.

SUMMARY: Exposure to 1,2-dichloroethane occurs mainly in the workplace.
Breathing high levels of I,Z-dlchloroethane damages the central nervous system,
heart, liver, kidneys, and lungs. This chemical has been found in at least 493 of
1,416 National Priorities List sites identified by the Environmental Protection
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What is 1,2-dichloroethane?

(Pronounced 1,2-di’kl6r'0 €th’an’)
1,2-Dichloroethane is a manufactured chemical that is

not found naturally in the environment. It is clear and has a

pleasant smell and a sweet taste. It is also called 1,2-ethylene
dichloride, dichloroethylene, or ethylene dichloride.

Its most common use today is to make vinyl chloride and
other chemicals and to dissolve grease, glue, and dirt. It is also
added to leaded gasoline to remove lead.

In the past, 1,2-dichloroethane was used in home
products such as cleaning solutions and paint removers. It is
rarely used in these products today.

What happens to 1,2-dichloroethane when it
enters the environment?

Most of it goes into the air during manufacturing or use.
It evaporates very quickly from water into the air.

In air, it is readily broken down by sunlight.

It slowly breaks down in water.

It can stay in groundwater for many years,
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In soil, it can be broken down within several months if
another compound called methane is also present.

.
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How might I be exposed to 1,2- dlchlorro
ethane?

Breathing contaminated air in workplaces where it is
used

Breathing contaminated air near factories where
1,2-dichloroethane is made or used

Breathing contaminated air near hazardous waste sites
that contain the chemical

Drinking water from contaminated wells

0o 0O B O

Breathing contaminated air when using cleaning
products or other products that contain
1,2-dichloroethane.

How can 1,2-dichloroethane affect my
health?

Breathing high levels of 1,2-dichloroethane results in
many harmful effects to people. It causes damage to the
heart, central nervous system, liver, kidneys, and lungs.

These same effects have been seen in people who
accidentally ingested high levels of the chemical.

We do not know the effects in people of breathing or
ingesting lower levels of 1,2-dichloroethane over a longer
period of time.
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Studies in animals have found similar nervous system
damage and kidney disease from breathing and ingesting the
chemical. Other effects in animals include a reduced ability
to fight infection. These effects have not been adequately
studied in people.

Animal studies suggest that 1,2-dichloroethane is not
likely to harm the ability to reproduce or cause an increase in
the number of birth defects.

Animal studies show that direct contact with
1,2-dichloroethane can cause damage to the skin and eyes.

How likely is 1,2-dichloroethane to cause
cancer?

The Department of Health and Human Services has
determined that 1,2-dichloroethane may reasonably be
anticipated to be a carcinogen.

Human studies are inconclusive. Several studies have
not shown an increase in tumors in workers exposed to
1,2-dichloroethane. One study found an increase in colon
and rectal cancer in people who drank contaminated water,
but other chemicals were also present in the water.

There is good evidence from animal studies that ingest-
ing large amounts of 1,2-dichloroethane causes an increase in
a variety of tumors. In some animal studies, it caused cancer
when breathed or absorbed through the skin.

Is there a medical test to show whether I’ve
been exposed to 1,2-dichloroethane?

Tests are available that measure levels of 1,2-dichloro-
ethane in breath, blood, breast milk, and urine., These tests
are not usually available in a doctor’s office. However, a
sample taken in a doctor’s office can be sent to a special
laboratory if needed.

1,2-Dichloroethane leaves the body fairly quickly, so
these tests are only good for exposures that occurred within
the previous few days. The tests can't tell if an exposure
will result in harmful effects.

Has the federal government made
recommendations to protect human health?

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has set a
limit in drinking water of 0.005 parts of 1,2-dichloroethane
per million parts of water (0.005 ppm). EPA requires that
discharges or spills into the environment of 100 pounds or
more of 1,2-dichloroethane be reported.

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) has set an occupational exposure limit of 50 parts
of 1,2-dichloroethane per million parts of air (50 ppm) for an
8-hour workday, 40-hour workweek.

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH) has recommended an occupational expo-
sure limit of 1 ppm of 1,2-dichloroethane for a 10-hour
workday, 40-hour workweek.

Glossary

Carcinogen: A substance that can cause cancer
Ingesting: Taking food or drink into your body
PPM: Parts per million

Tumor: An abnormal mass of tissue

References

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
(ATSDR). 1994. Toxicological profile for
1,2-dichloroethane. Ailanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, Public Health Service.

Where can I get more information?

Phone: 404-639-6000, FAX: 404-639-63135.

ATSDR can tell you where to find occupational and environmental health clinics.
and treat illnesses resulting from exposure to hazardous substances. You can also contact your community or state health or
environmental quality department if you have any more questions or concerns. For more information, contact: Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, Division of Toxicology, 1600 Clifton Road NE, Mailstop E-29, Atlanta, GA 30333,

Their specialists can recognize, evaluate,
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This fact sheet answers the most frequently asked health questions about 1,2-dichloroethane. For
more information, you may call 404-639-6000. This fact sheet is one in a series of summaries about
hazardous substances and their health effects. This information is important because this substance
may harm you. The effects of exposure to any hazardous substance depend on the dose, the

duration, how you are exposed, personal traits and habits, and whether other chemicals are present.
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What is 1,2-dichloroethane?
(Pronounced 1,2-dvkl6r's &th/an’)

1,2-Dichloroethane is a manufactured chemical that is
not found naturally in the environment. It is clear and has a
pleasant smell and a sweet taste. It is also called 1,2-ethylene
dichloride, dichloroethylene, or ethylene dichloride.

Its most common use today is to make vinyl chloride and
other chemicals and to dissolve grease, glue, and dirt. It is also
added to leaded gasoline to remove lead.

In the past, 1,2-dichloroethane was used in home
products such as cleaning solutions and paint removers. It is
rarely used in these products today.

What happens to 1,2-dichloroethane when it
enters the environment?

Most of it goes into the air during manufacturing or use.
It evaporates very quickly from water into the air.

In air, it is readily broken down by sunlight.

It slowly breaks down in water.

It can stay in groundwater for many years.
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In soil, it can be broken down within several months if
another compound called methane is also present.

How might I be exposed to 1,2-dichloro-
ethane?

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q

Breathing contamninated air in workplaces where it is
used

Breathing contaminated air near factories where
1,2-dichlorocthane is made or used

Breathing contaminated air near hazardous waste sites
that contain the chemical

Drinking water from contaminated wells

Breathing contaminated air when using cleaning
products or other products that contain
1,2-dichloroethane.

How can 1,2-dichloroethane affect my
health?

Breathing high levels of 1,2-dichloroethane results in
many harmful effects to people. It causes damage to the
heart, central nervous system, liver, kidneys, and lungs.

These same effects have been seen in people who
accidentally ingested high levels of the chemical.

We do not know the effects in people of breathing or
ingesting lower levels of 1,2-dichloroethane over a longer
period of time.
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Studies in animals have found similar nervous system
damage and kidney disease from breathing and ingesting the
chemical, Other effects in animals include a reduced ability
to fight infection. These effects have not been adequately
studied in people.

Animal studies suggest that 1,2-dichloroethane is not
likely to harm the ability to reproduce or cause an increase in
the number of birth defects.

Animal studies show that direct contact with
1,2-dichloroethane can cause damage to the skin and eyes.

How likely is 1,2-dichloroethane to cause
cancer?

The Department of Health and Human Services has
determined that 1,2-dichloroethane may reasonably be
anticipated to be a carcinogen.

Human studies are inconclusive. Several studies have
not shown an increase in tumors in workers exposed to
1,2-dichloroethane. One study found an increase in colon
and rectal cancer in people who drank contaminated water,
but other chemicals were also present in the water.

There is good evidence from animal studies that ingest-
ing large amounts of 1,2-dichloroethane causes an increase in
a variety of tumors. In some animal studies, it caused cancer
when breathed or absorbed through the skin.

Is there a medical test to show whether I’ve
been exposed to 1,2-dichloroethane?

Tests are available that measure levels of 1,2-dichloro-
ethane in breath, blood, breast milk, and urine. These tests
are not usually available in a doctor’s office, However, a
sample taken in a doctor’s office can be sent to a special
laboratory if needed.

1,2-Dichloroethane Ieaves the body fairly quickly, so
these tests are only good for exposures that occurred within
the previous few days. The tests can't tell if an exposure
will result in harmful effects.

Has the federal government made
recommendations to protect human health?

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has set a
limit in drinking water of 0.005 parts of 1,2-dichloroethane
per million parts of water (0.005 ppm). EPA requires that
discharges or spills into the environment of 100 pounds or
more of 1,2-dichloroethane be reported.

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) has set an occupational exposure limit of 50 parts
of 1,2-dichloroethane per million parts of air (50 ppm) for an
8-hour workday, 40-hour workweek.

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH) has recommended an occupational expo-
sure limit of 1 ppm of 1,2-dichloroethane for a 10-hour
workday, 40-hour workweek.

Glossary

Carcinogen: A substance that can cause cancer
Ingesting: Taking food or drink into your body
PPM: Parts per million

Tumor: An abnormal mass of tissue

References

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disecase Registry
(ATSDR). 1994, Toxicological profile for
1,2-dichloroethane. Atlanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, Public Health Service.

Where can I get more information?

Phone: 404-639-6000, FAX: 404-639-6315.

ATSDR can tell you where to find occupational and environmental health clinics. Their specialists can recognize, evaluate,
and treat ilinesses resulting from exposure to hazardous substances. You can also contact your community or state health or
environmental quality department if you have any more questions or concerns. For more information, contact: Agency for

Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, Division of Toxicology, 1600 Clifton Road NE, Mailstop E-29, Atlanta, GA 30333,
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Comments Otfered

During a mesting May 16, commenters offered var
fous views of the pro new standard.

A number of spaskers noted the variations among
regions in the composition of air pouution. asking that
the standard bave ﬂmumty address those
O et Setaeter, speaking for the Wyoming asd Col

Teg e or the ng o-
rado mining um:ﬂel lons, ealled for lvmd
b posedr“dmuglnap tion, elitni ath e:;n PM 10 !%hm
pro| on, nation g our
standard, and evaluation of alternative forms of the
standard to deal with daily variations in the ratio of
PM 2.5 and PM 10.

Dale Lundgren, speaking for the National Minlng
Association, focused on nature’s and traffic’s contribu-
tions to background particulate ievels.

Jon Heuss of General Motors said thers had been a
ste;d{ly decreasing amounnt of PM pollution from U.S,
vehicles, :

Alfonse Mannato of the American Petroleum Ingti-
tute asked that the staff and advisory committee
consider whether the risk assessment used infiated
estimates of health risk from culates and to
address what he called an onderstatement of the
uncertainties abont causes and results.

He said the standard would greatly in-
crease the gumber of non-attainment areas for air
quality in the United States. The recommended stand-
ard does oot have an adequate scientific dasis, he said,
and EPA should reaffirm its existing standard. -

Debarah S, Shprentz. of the Natural Resources De-
fense Council argued for an even lower range for the
standard, based on an NRDC estimate of the effects of
a PM-3.5 standard of 10 micrograms on mortality and
morbidity in 239 metropolitan areas. .. . .

She listed “breath-taking uncertainties” ~and
“breath- taking risk ratios”. in analyzing the scientific
database, byt noted the study’s findings of thousands
of lives prolonged at a PM-3.5 standard of 10. .

Ronsld White of the American Lung Association
said the revised document was a “significant improve-
ment"” over the November 1905 draft. .

“Tha American Lusg Assoclation agrees with EPA
that the current [pnrticnme matter] standard is not
protective of human bealth,” White said. “The ALA
mmméndsthltmadoptmmﬂnnddm
range."J , R

Drinking Water ... .-

HEALTH ADVISORY GUIDANCE FROM BPA .- -
MAY REFLECT NEW INFORMATION ON CANCER

The Environmental Protection Am may publilh

m drinking water health-advisories, or npdan exist-
ing ones, mf new information on cancer rllk:.

uency official said May 2. - -

Jenniter Orme-Zavaleta, chief of tht Hnmn ‘Rigk
: ‘Aunsmcnt Branch in EPA’s .water- office, told a
mestiog of interested parties that heaith advisorias
are currently based on noncarcinogenic effects,

As the agency revises its cancer risk guidelines to
recognize that not all carcinogens are the same, this

e
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in!:rmﬂon roay be included in its advisories, she

Hulthadviuﬁumltudiuonmmem«
contaminants in watsr, Intended to provide
z:l‘dancﬂurthg-mﬂpuhuc. they also are uted to

ermine the maximum contaminaat level of regu-
lated substances.

The a wnnehn;iuputmhwﬁnmmml

'mfwy whether changes In-their methodologies
mmumdgmmeywubmmmud
kow they should best be used,

State, municipal, and water utility npruemttm
told EPA officials the advisories are used for chemi-
cal spill incidents, as guidance for treatment tech-
niques and technology, for enforcement, md by

schools,
Particlpants asked the agency to focus its advuoriu
on those contaminants that are most likely to be found

o water systems. They also asked for less technical,
“pondar-| dly” doenmum 1t was suggested that
EPA different fact shests, more concise

forms of these advisories, for ditferent audiences.
EPAmpubnmwthndvindsmMcnnm
nants. Additonal advisories are undu- development for
chioring dioxide, chioral hydrate, chiorine,
chloracetic acid, tﬂchlmunc wcid, h'lchlormthylue.
chloramines, tribalo-

Ozone Dopmhn

ALL REFRIGERANT SUBSTITUTES MAY 8E SUIJEGT
TO USE GONDH‘IONS. EPA SAYS IN PROPOSAL .

Conditions impued certaln omo-dcpleﬁng
chernicals -wogld be extended to all substitutes for
CFC-13 that are used in vebicle air eonditioners under

PoEPA Wm 2o pply ditions im :

a use conditions ‘on
certain compounds to all substitutes for 12, a
chlorofluorocarbon .used as a coolant, In June 1933
EPA issued a rule to 8 the conditions for two
alternatives (113 DEN A-4, 6/13/98) (60 FR 31082), It
then proposed to those conditions to two other

final in a se nnmﬁunhednlodeupp-rmy

(190 DEN A-2, 10/2/95) (60 FR $1323). NS
CFC ction was bamoed in 1998 because ‘the

are considered clam I ozone nb—

|lso include labeling ‘re-
a ban on nsing a subetitute to “top of "
amtunthtuumthuufrmnt.mﬂuld
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Lambehops, potatoes, and mushroams wounld
pot meet the RCRA exit level eriteria use the
bave at least one conmstituent found at Righer leve
thab what EPA proposed.

Other coromon items that would fail the F exit
level intlude human blood, plasma, transfuged blood,
municipal sswage sludge, asphalt, and soil, Exart said.

Sludges that are considered pon-hazardoys in pub-
licly owned treatment works would be congidered

hazardous under the HWIR proposal becausg tha con-
stituent levels in tha waste water are higher| than the
HWIR proposal, Ekart said.

For industry to mest the conservative
“it means our waste water and sludges has
much claaner than the food we eat and the
walk on,” Ekart sa:d. “And In some {nstapees| it has to
be cleaner then the water we drink.”

A greater concern for the waste generating industry
is that little environmental benefit can be gaived from
mseting the exit levels and that the risk assesgment
will be used on future rulemakings agencyv
jaid,

Agency Expected Comparisons

The agancy anticipated that the waste geperating
industry would make comparisons such a3 ithe ome
Exart made, Tina Kaneen, an attorney in EPA's OI-
fice of General Council, sald at the panel discussion.
While EPA made similar comparisons, “O
look quite as dismal,” she said.

The ageney’s intention ls not to propose exit levels
that are in the runge of vaturally oceurring com-
pounds in the environment, Kaneen said.

would want to have a good explanation for dejng s0,”
she said. The ggency will look at seemingly copserva-
tive exit levels and determine whether the risk gssess-
ment methodology on thote constituents is flav
can be amendad, Kaneen a1id,

The treatment industry, on the other hand,
cerned that the ex:t levels for some constituents are
too high, David Case, general counse) for the En
mental Technology Council, said at the; panel
discusgion.

At the proposed axit levels for lead, wa
easlly corrode the liners in solid waste lanafills, Case
sald. “Our perspective s this approach ought to be
conservative. This is a very large step for EPA to
take.” Case said.

The multipathwey risk assesgment is imn
EPA to have developed bacause in the first HV
ruls, tha exit levels wers based on ground \water
vontamination only. That approach was unaceeptabla
to the states and to the technology council, Case sald.

He acknowledged that some of the proposef exit
levels are conservative, but defended the agwncy’s
proposal. “The rule was nevar intended to allow waste
as genwrated to exit RCRA Subtitle C in large vol-
urnes,” Casa sald. “We're talking about a relief vaive”
for materials that sre mixed with or derived|from
hazardous waste. The HWIR rule is only sup
apply to very low-risk wastes, such as residues of
wn;te treated to land disposal restrietion levels,|Case
gaid.
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1080-2978/00/50+ 80

SI'I'IEHGNY"INI!

Kapesn noted that only about 21 percent of hazard-
ous wastes could qualify to exit the RCRA Subtitle ¢
regime under the proposal

While the focus of the HWIR proposal has been on
the mutlipamnysrisk assesgment, Casa urged that
commenters and EPA pay sttention to the implemon.
tation of the rula.

Sl impiementation

The agency is calling for a self-implamenting sys.
temn, in which industry would sample acd analyze itz
wattes and test them for levels of constituents. If
those levals meet the exit eriteria, industry would just
Bave to document that the waste is not subjeet to
RCRA Subtitle C regulations,

But Cace sald self-implemeatation may not be
cradible, Pablic partieipation Is cut down in a self-im-
plementing rule, he said. The rula proposes that a
dewspaper notice be placed In the community where
the waste is generated, But Case noted that the com-
mupity recelving the waste that Is eonslderad po
longer hazardous also should recsive notice.

“We think the most important thing 1t for RWIR to
ba credihle,” Casa said. Without extensive public par.
licipation, credibility is diminished.0

~ By Amy Porter

Chemloal Safety

EU DRAFT LIST OF CHEMICALS POR TESTING. =

ASSEGSMENT, TRIGGERS CAITICISM FROM U.S.

The Earopean Union has drafted a list of 42 chemi-
cals for possible testing and risk assessment, prompt-
Ing 2 new round of criticism from U.S. offteials, who
argue that Enropean countries should focus on sub-
stances for which thare is little information about
haalth or scological atfects.

In a saries of Ipterviews with BNA Feb. 12-2%.
officials from both szides of the Atlantic distussed
whather the gelaction of chemicals in the EU's draft
third priority list was compatible with a voluntary
chemical testing program set up under the Organiza.
tion for Economic Cooperation and Development.

A chief critlelsm by US. officlals is that the EU
drajt list targets chemicals which, for the most part,
alresdy bave bean tested extensivaly. When the list is
isyued In final form, it also will serve as the EU's
cantribution to the OECD chemical testing sﬂ’mm.
which is called the Sereening Information Data Sats

program.

Bringing well-studied chemicals into the SIDS pro-
gram thwartis the goals of the program, according to
the US, officials.

SIDS, established 1n 1989, was designed to obtain a
basa set of health and ecological effects data on bigh
productiod volume chamieals to (dentify those that
may pose 8 hazard or nead additional {n-depth testing.
Another goal was to spread the cost of chemical
testing evenly among industrialized ecountries with
each OECD member country agreqing to be responsi.
Eesgsl certain percentage of the chemicals reviewed
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For several of the chemicals selected by the EU, The underlylog regulation authorizes the EU to
such as formaldehyde and cadmium, the level of obtaln {nformation about chamicals In commerce and

upderstanding about thelr potentlal adverse bealth
affects is so great that aoElhhﬁeaud risk ments
have been done for them, Ellan Siibergeld, g Universi-
ty of Marylapd toxicologist, said.
Silbergeld, who represents U.S. environmental
groups at SIDS meetings, said thoge chemicals are not
appropriate for the OECD screening program.

EU Third Priority List

The draft list is the third such list since the EU’s
chemical regulation way established in 1908.
is expected to be made final by the end of 1996,
European officiais said, Pacrick McCucheon, a senlor
ofticlal with the Commission of the Europgan Uglon,
told BNA composition of the fina) list ig likely to
change signiticartly.

regulate them if they pose a threat. It cslls for the
annual publieation of a priority list of chemicals for
regulatory review. The EU regulation is comparabdie
to the chemical reporting, testing, and control provi-
sions In the Toxie bubstances Control Act.

The EU's selection, of well-studied chemicals in its
first and second priority lists also sparked the ire of
US. chernical makers, US. companies said the EU
WAS ot earTying its fair share of the testing burden in
:I;.m IO’?)CD screening program (184 D AA-1,

U.8 Companies, Environmentalists Concemed

After reviewl? the dratt third priority list, repre-
sentatives of U.S. enviroamental groups jeined U.S.
chemical makars in axpressing disappointmient,

ird EU Draft Priority List
EINECS Na. CAS No. Substance Sponsor Country
203-713-7 109-86-4 3.metoxyethanol Austeia
231-182.8 7440-43-9 cadmitm compounds Belgium
203-716-0 98-90-3 nitrobenze Germany
204-5394 122-394 diphenylamine Germany
225-768.8 5064-31-3 dium nitrilotelacetate Garmany
2331188 10039-54.0 bis(hydroxylammaonium) sulphate Germany
239-148.8 15096-82.38 trisodiom bexaflucroshuminata GGarmany
187-477-0 88535-88-9 alkanex, Ci4lay, chloro G.mny
1311434 7440-02-0 nickel Denmark
2832-104-9 7788-814 rickel sylfa Denmark
. 200.838-9 7540942 dickioromathane France
~208-908-0 111-76-2 2-bytoxyethanol Feance
204-371.1 120-12-7 anthracens, pure Greecs
281.555.§ 76412-00-q sodtum nitri Ttaly
2318598 T782:50-5 chlotine Italy
200.001.8 $0-00-0 forraaldehyd The Netherlands
200.915.7 75-91-2 tert-butyl hydroparoxide The Netherlands
201417844 79-11-8 chloroacetic peld The Natherlands
268.028.2 63996-03-2 - piteh, coal tar, hugh tamperature The Netherlands
203.808-2 110-85-0 gipu'uinc Sweden
247.148-4 25837-004 exabromocyclododecane Sweden
i-208-458-1 107-08-2 1.2-dichioroethans United Kingdom
211-908.8 7778509 potassium dichromate United Kingdom
$32-143-1 7789.09-4 ammonium dichromate United Kingdom
23¢-190-3 10388-01-9 sodlym dichrbmate United Kingdom
265-150-2 64743489 naphtha (patrpleum), hydrotreated heavy United Kingdom
265-181-9 64742.49-0 naphtha (petrpleurn), Aydrotreated light United Kingdom
265-178-6 547427340 naphtha (petrpleom), hydrodesuliurized light United Kingdom
270-093-2 68410:97-9 distillates (peitoleqm), l?“ hydrotreating process-low boiling Uuited Kingdom
286-811.9 85116-60-3 naphtha (pets, ), rydrodesuiturized Elrm.l cracked ufm United Kingdom
205-512-4 85118-61.8 zaphtha (petroleum), bydrotreated light. cycloalkanecontalning  United Kingdom
205-432-3 92045-51+7 paphtha (petroleum), beavy steamed-cracked, hydrogenated United Kingdom
29%-433-7 92045-32-8 naphtha 8: leum), hydrodesulfuriged full range Unlted Kingdom
293-438-4 92045-37-3 naphtha leurn), hydrotreated light, steam cracked Unlted Kingdom
295-443-1 #2045-61-9 bydrocarbons, Cy_12. baphtba eracking hydrotreated United Kingdom
296-320-9 92062-15+3 soivent sapbtha (patraledtn), hydrotraated light napthenic United Kingdom
206-942-7 93165-55-0 naphtha (petrolenm), light steatn-cracked hydrogenats United Kingdom
297-852-0 53763-83-8 hydrocarbons, Cq.1;, Rydrotreated, dearamaties United Kingdom
297-853-6 93763-3¢-0 tydrocarbons,|Cy. 3, hydrotreated, dearomatixed United Kingdoro
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“That the EU is throwing chemicals into the SIDS
program llke cadmiurm doesn't make sense,” |Sliber.
geld said. Current cadwmium testing (s sophist
the point where researchers are evalnating the chemi-
cal at the molecular leval, she sald.

to evaluate high production, data-poor cheiicals —
for cadmium is ridiculous, ghe sald, adding that thare
is more data on cadmium than can fit into 3 SIDS
dossier.

An entire SIDS ruview meeting, where 20
data on 20 chemicals are avaluated, would be
to do a propar reviow of eadmiura data, Sl
said.

By the EU selecting well-studied chemicals, the
SIDS program is being asked to become more
cherical screening and testing program, Ed M
senfor technical assoclats from tman Chi
Co., based {n Kingsport, Teann., said. Millar alsp par-
ticipates In OECD's SIDS program.

The wellsstodied chemicals should be evaluated to
determine if risk raduction action are needed,
officials 2ald. This type of risk management sctivity
was not envisioned 10 happen as part of SIDS| they
said.

OECD has a separate program, the risk redyction
program, where OECD members have struggled to
reach copsensus on Bow and whether to control
substances like lead. mercury, cadminm, methylene
chloride, and brominated flame retardants.

U.S. industry remains comraitted to SIDS program,
Mllier sald. Siibergeld agraad. She said the pro-
gram has become 2 “How can 1 meet my worklgad?”
resource fOr many countries.

EU: Substagrces That Could Pose Risk

McCucheon acknowledged the disagreement be-
tween tha EU and United States about the R of
chemicals that should be brought into SIDS. He
the EU's regulatory program was frustrated by the
first chemicals that completed the SIDS program

and need no additional work, he said, adding that|was
not a good use of limited chemical sereening and
testing resources.

“We hava a slightly diffarent view of OECD
gram [than U.S. representatives). We think the
program should do more than f1ll data m;s.. It shonld
produce an initial assessament that ghould be the
for OECD risk reduction activity,” he said.

As a result, the EU has selected only chemi
thought to pose a rick for its priority lists and
contribution to the SIDS program, MeCucheon said.C

~ By Sara Thurin Reflin

Mining

HOUSE REGOURCES SUBCOMMITTEE TOQ HOLD
HEARING ON MINE ON YELLOWSTONE RORDRR

A House subcommittee will hold a hearing on the
controversial gold mine planaed for the portharn bor-
der of Yellowstone National Park in Montana, m%-
bers of the panel anncuneed Feb. 28.

Rep. James Hansen (R-Utah), chairman of the
House Resources Subcommittes on National Parks,
Forasts, snd Lands, Feb. 20 agrsed to conduct the
hearing, according to two members of the panel. The
two, Ranking ummmmmw Bill Richardson (D-
NM) and Rep. Pat (D-Mont), asked Hansen to
hold the hearing.

An alde to the subcommlities told BNA no date has
been set for the hearings,

Concern about the mine, which would be
dug 2% miles from the northeast corner af Yellaw-
stohe, focuses on its high-altitnde, high.precipitation,
earthquake- location and a planned 8.5 millian
ton talling impoundment. Crown Butte Mines Inc., a
Canadian-owned corporation based i Montana, plans
to extract gold, silver, and copper from the site in the
Gallatin Natlonal Forest, according t6 a Feb. 25 hear-
in et letter from Williams to Hansen.

e letter, Willtams sgld, “We frankly need to
hear what impact there may be on Yeliowstone's
wildlife; what utions are necessary to avold a
catastrophic spill into-the local streams and water-
thed; who will ultimately bear the cost of potential
snvironmantal degradation.”

Willlams noted that Richardsop in 1996 introduced
HR 1846, 2 measure that would cancel Crown Butte
Mines' federal land leases.

“I baven’'t cigned onte this particular bill” the
Montans compressman wrote, But. he gaid, Richard-
son's lagislation “is a leno::ld intentioned and inven.
tive bill and would be a useful focus of 2 hearing and
discussion on the mine.

Williams gaid Congress should investigate “whether
this mine can be safely %?erned or lhoufd be oparated
at all on Yellowstona National Park's horder.” The
Montans Democrat called Yellowstone, the world's
first national park, “the crown jewol of Amarica's
park system”

Meanwhile, Tom Cassidy, i“"l‘ counsel for con-
servation group American Rlvers, sald, “"The moun.
tains abova Yellowstona Natisnal Park and the Clarks
Fork of the Yellowstone River are the most unsuitable
place imaginable for a large mine.” If mined, the site
would pose “lomg-term chronic and potentially cata.
strophic environmental damage,” he said (o a
statement '

“Tha recreational, ecological, fish and wildlife, and
scanic value of thess lands to the American public far
outweigh the short-term profits and long-term anvi-
ronmental threats posed by the mine,” Cassidy said.

According to American Rivers, the company wil}
have to pay §% per acre — for a total of §220 — to
mige the site, puying no royalties. The dollar figure
and policy on royalties are mandsted by the 1872
Mining Law.O

Risk Assessment

NEW REPORT FROM SCIENCE ADVISORY 8 ARD
TO ADDREGS ECONOMICS, QUALITY OF LIFE

The board of seientists adviging the Environmental
Protection Agency will probably add “quality of lfe"
tssues and increased economic data to its next analy-
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AT SDR 1,2-DICHLOROETHANE
Comnitm

"riSeptember 1995

Agency for Joxic Substances and Disease Registry

This fact sheet answers the most frequently asked health questions about 1,2-dichloroethane. For
more information, you may call 404-639-6000. This fact sheet is one in a series of summaries about
hazardous substances and their health effects. This information is important because this substance
may harm you. The effects of exposure to any hazardous substance depend on the dose, the
duration, how you are exposed, personal traits and habits, and whether other chemicals are present.
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What is 1,2-dichloroethane? How might I be exposed to 1,2-dichloro-
(Pronounced 1,2-dv’kl6r's &éth/an’) ethane?
1,2-Dichloroethane is a manufactured chemical that is Q  Breathing contaminated air in workplaces where it is

used

Breathing contaminated air near factories where
1,2-dichloroethane is made or used

not found naturally in the environment. It is clear and has a
pleasant smell and a sweet taste. It is also called 1,2-ethylene
dichloride, dichloroethylene, or ethylene dichloride.

o

Breathing contaminated air near hazardous waste sites
Its most common use today is to make vinyl chloride and that contain the chemical

other chemicals and to dissolve grease, glue, and dirt. It is also Drinking water from contaminated wells
added to leaded gasoline to remove lead. Breathing contaminated air when using cleaning

products or ather products that contain
1,2-dichloroethane.

0o

In the past, 1,2-dichloroethane was used in home
products such as cleaning solutions and paint removers. It is
rarely used in these products today.

How can 1,2-dichloroethane affect my
What happens to 1,2-dichloroethane when it health?

enters the environment? Breathing high levels of 1,2-dichloroethane results in

O Most of it goes into the air during manufacturing or use. ~ many harmful effects to people. It causes damage to the

Q It evaporates very quickly from water into the air. heart, central nervous system, liver, kidneys, and lungs.

Q Inair, it is readily broken down by sunlight. These same effects have been seen in people who

Q It slowly breaks down in water. accidentally ingested high levels of the chemical.

Q It can stay in groundwater for many years. We do not know the effects in people of breathing or

Q In soil, it can be broken down within several months if ingesting lower levels of 1,2-dichloroethane over a longer
another compound called methane is also present. period of time.

;r.Agch) for Toxic Substances and Diseasc’ Ru'u.lr)

DO 128338
CONFTDFNTTAL




