_ o o . Septemver 20, 1940

or, Craham Edgar

‘thyl Gasoline Corporaticn
Chryslsr Bullding '
New Xork City

¥ow York

JQa‘ Grahenme

‘ Thenks very much for wyour
latter of Septcmber J17th with your comments on the
- memorandum which I sent you. I can see your points
- gquite clearly and I acknowledge uat once that on both
of these points the memorandum might have been eitaer
more upacific or less so with a certaln adVdnuane.
In the first instance ny raferencs to the "complete
control of all operaticns, etc.” had noth.ng to do
with legal rssponsibilities Lut was concerned with
medical supervision, gnd I am qilte sure that Dr.
Thempson would look at 1t in that light only,since
that was the only aspect of the mattsr which he and
I discussed when I visited him in Washington.

On the second polnt, any
imtarpretation could be put on my statement that
certain patents would expire in ths near future.
Just what is meant by the near future is certainly

" not clear, but what I had in mind was the fact that

with the expiration of the Tirst patent, regardless

of subsequent ones, thére would probably be some
weakening of the situation of the Corporation. I

am not by any means certain that this-is true and

I did not inguire into the precise deteills In order

- to be able to express myself in precise terms. I

think, however, that I cowred this point as well

as the other one in the letter which I sent Dr. Thompson
- accompanying this memorandum. In that letter I made

it quite clear that I was not speaking for the
"exscutives of the Ethyl Gasoline ‘Corporution and that

. I have not consulted th in the prepsration of the
memorandum. I stated that I belleved I was expressing
their general point of view but, perhaps, not in the
terms which they might use and perhaps not even in

& manner which they would wish me to usa., I

went on to say, as I indicated to you, that I consldered
1t my. professional duty to acquaint them with my own
reactions to a developing situation and that while I
could not expdct them to regard my communication as
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strictly confidential, I wanted 1t understood that I

was speaking for myself as a medical man, and that
although the Corporation had authorized me to do so,

it had not told me what to say.

One addltional polnt con-
cerning the second paragraph on Page 3% of my memorandum
In our conversstion Dr. Thompson indicated that the
Public Health Service could exercise certain measures
of control on activitles within the states by communicating
with the stdte and sug gesting some examination into the facts
by the workers in industrial hygiene in the hesalth organi-
zation. As you are p”Ob&bLy aware, the Federal government
has matched atate Iunds in a number of instances for the
purpose of developlng de enty of industrial hygiene
within the state organi 8. Most of the men who
hold these positions in industrial hygiene are well
known to the Service, and 1 some Ingtznces have bssn
trajned by them. It 18 Hs‘povaible to suggest the
adviSabillty of staze sﬂ‘ : | dand some state control.
‘ 1s purpese. This is

oma mechanism wherebv tne influence of the Public Health
Seérvice can be exercised. i ”“Dr.‘”homoson's feeling
that on the basis of infcrmat;on ‘recelved Trom me or

from other sources, he wo ‘ﬂ be in pesition to sugqest
action on these linasa I ~wanufapturing plants were to
be developed and should ome. DY lr I believe the
Service would welcome 1
them to lay down spec;iq 1
the occupatiqnal hazardg. | ve done this befors
outside of the United States | I see no reason why

we should not do 1t here. Obwviously, however, I should
take no action on any 8such g\without consul ting
you and &ll of' the other persons In the Corporation who
could give us help in such mgtters,

q‘fqr the prevention of

In connectlon with general
provisions of the Public Health Service for the handling
of leaded gasoline, I find that my file 1s not complete
in that I do not have any records of the changes which
have been made from time to tiwe in the regulatlons as
origingally propoesed. I anw what these changes have
been to a very largs extent, but I do not have any written
evidence of them. I wonder 1f it would be too much trouble
for you to obtain coples of the changes as they have. been
m.sav.de,p plus any correspondence bearing on them which miaht
‘be useful to me in recording the progress of this situation.
Thers is no hurry for I have‘nm immediate or specific need
of this information. However I think it would be useful if
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our file on thls matter were complete. Incidentally
I found out how incomplete our file is when I attempted
to check & matter of fact for use in the Safefy Manusl
which ias in process of baing printed. It was my under-
spa ing that congent had been glven to use h ¢t of

3t yl lead in aviation gasoline., I was greaﬁly
snr ri ad when this figure was corrected in the New
Y fice by the substitutlon of L-1/2, and I was

B¢ shou‘dhhave baen ignorant on this

.. It str.kes me that I had betier ‘mow the'
facts a little more accurately.

With kindest personal regards,
I am '

Sincerely youré,

RAK:1s Robert a. Kehoe, M.D.
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