
ASBESTOS BODIES (FERRUGINOUS BODIES)

Fibers coated with an iron-containing protein which

GIVES A CHARACTERISTIC GOLDEN BROWN BEADING ALONG 

THE LENGTH OF THE FIBER

Thickened at each end to form a characteristic

DUMBBELL APPEARANCE

Asbestos bodies in lung or sputum not pathognomonic

OF ASBESTOS IS

Lungs from urban areas contain typical asbestos 

bodies in small numbers

Other mineral fibers can become coated in the 

same way
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