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. Ban on coolant chemicat
to be sought.in Oregon

SALEM, Ore. (AP) — State
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" biphenyl, a chemical produced In
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the United States since 1929,
Martin, owner of an electrical
lngply store, said a primary use of
PCB is as a coolant for
tr s and L as
lubricants; containers for
pesticides; waterproofing
chemicals and on carbonless
duplicating paper.
chemical does not break down
in the environment. He said PCB
has been linked to cancer and abor-
tions in experimental animals.
rin said Russell Train, di-
rector of the U.S. Environmental
Protection A(enc;éahn warned
against the use of , but he said
the EPA has no power (o ban it. In &
news conference, Martin held up a
jar of the brownish PCB | 5
The chemical has a hi
point and is used near mable
bn‘l‘aokleﬂals. V{hhenn itis z'md. Pcm
en up not destroyed
chiorine gas, Martin said.
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He said he could not document any
harmiul effects in , but “We
know there is a up In the
Columbia River."

‘Martin said he would introduce
the bill at the next regular
legislative session, or in & special

zation of suppliers, utility em-
mployu and mﬂ"ﬁmm -ﬁ the
; electrical | L
{ His bill, Martin sald, would
late how PCB could be stored.

@ said there is a disposal site at
an abandoned missile silo in Idaho
where PCB is stored in heavy con-
crete vaults.

that !i;: buil In the systems

n [ of
this '“‘"KHP has very similar
effects to the buildup of DDT.”
Martin said.

“In addition, there is medical
indication that concentrations of
PCBs in humans may lead to & wide
nﬂe of harmful effects,” Martin
said.

1,000 peopie suflared on cmsien o

L [ an o
disfiguring skin disease, which was
traced (o a buildup of contaminated
ﬂge oil they were using.

“The Japanese saffered from ab-

dominal pains and disturbances in

*." the liver function.”
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