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ashestos cargoes at London Docks.

The dockers believe ~fhat pré-
sent: working conditions are un-
safe™a view upheld by reports
Inllife Supday-Times that a "now”
and |deadly tumour of the pleura
can result many vyears after
apparently brief exposure ;to
asbestos dust.

Df A. M. Lawrence-Smith, Prin-
cipal Medical Officer of the P.D A,
has however made|a controversial
attempt to assuage; their fears. In
a signed statement circulated

among the men hé says that-the.

Ministry . of Labour  arranged
scientific investigations which .ex-

the tumour associated with asbes-
tos-t-known_as mesothelioma—re-
izes similar circumstances; to
_thase
titalt lour occurs anly.wherp a
particular variety and” gradelof
dust, not found™ In commercial
cartfo, is jreleased Into the ai’:
lhjs has, he says, an 'assurance
from HM Medlical Inspectorate
that' the gangs run no risk! of
f)’ ' 1 o H .
I!I-If—x\rlmdﬁlnn%"%lu-l(—:‘ﬁ carrgo%sst,)evSI,OS'.S ’.,,In
Alspokesman of the Ministry
of} Labour, however,'referred jnie
toJalletter onithe findings of the
InSpectorate, which- 'has bjteh
sent;.to several interested!;
It jreports th«(t the aencer
of" air-borne dust was found;
exceed the upper limits, of safety
tohep iinlined hesiian -bagsj; of

asbestos- are; unloaded at jthe npr- ;

m?l{ r?te .of working, and agrees
that in such cases respirators
ahopld he worn, .1 m .. ;<

ThF'PLﬁ has In _fa;]ct. b?ﬁn
su in .men_with masks
anﬁf Xve%al}s?for {IIS. when un-
an éxtra bes”os and-Paygn'g IHem
trouble.

ijA}-world.authority mh:meso-,
thelloma,questionedbyipHon” in
Takyb, where he was ;attendm% a
Cancer congress, considered that
more than one of the PliA’s pro-
no'uncements on this subjectrdid
not |[accord with the published
facts. 1?7
. Dr Robert Murray,' [medical
adviser to the Trades Union-Con-
gress, said: “This fg a misleading

U6lng asbestosis, and'tjiat'

*

:¢jocument | on  sei

i S;')%tgfs Ia{)eéuﬁép%?n,\oral exposure
thclioma.  People

.many yeArs | after

asbestos lips' ill- ctilfdlibod.
iKing -EdWard VIl said'pf tuber-

ipbnsible .and |t, may be} feasible* to grocers' jshops. | toill

jtol dispense with It entirely.”

i"When asked to-comment on his
report, Dr Lawrence-Smith inti-
;nBated- that'ha did not jwish to

! idebate thé.master on the phone,

;iThrough. its aigas officers, the
Transport;} and [General, jWorkers
hion”has advised'members not
~handle cagmiof asbestos where
itiis imported; in permeable bags,
since that policy has been en-
forced at Southampton, safer bags
;Have become the rule. One ship
**k.turned away, unloaded fpom
indon Docks because the men
fused to handle the jasbestos
loard, and I; u_nderstan& .that a
fjfm of lightermei] will not handle

"jiijbestps at all.

On -the West Iridia Docks, last
Wednesday,, waiting to! -unload-
ie City, of Exeter, jout of“Durban,

-What they- unloaded wasj blue]
asbestos in " jnlined hessian bags;
labelled ” GE F GOl Cenbestos!”}
One big hai burst jand ibsj comf
tents were jdistributed over thé¢;
others.  Asbestos gkping;
through heles in many “hior.e:
made by the hooks ‘which some
dockers“insist on usimgi Bone ofl
the men jvore nol Tespirator;
others did so intermittent:'. Al
scientist wpo has. | tested the
masks personally says-it is hardl
practicable to work jin them f*r
fflore'than Jialf-an-hour. -

‘The jsolution is not merely'a
matter' of masks} but safer
methods of packinﬁ find lording.
-That aspect of the jproblem 'is
now' ex.erek ing the jingenuity of
doctors, seic ntists, anjd ‘industrial-
ists througl out ‘the Ijvorld. "
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