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“in 1984, EPA began a regulatory mvestrgatron of lormaldehyde

the risk associated with exposure to the formaldehyde i in man-

:+ufactured (mobile) and conventiona! homes. The Agency is eval- ] o

-uating the need for, and nature of, regutations affecting oummer-
_cial manufacture and use of urea-formaldehyde pressed wood
" products. Wood products of this type include particleboard, hard-

- wood. plywood and medium density fiberboard. These pressed

- woods are used as construction materials for building. most ran-

ufactured and some conventional homes, and for fabricating cab- . _
" inets, shelvmg and furniture. They can and often do emit for--

-maldehyde eoncentratrons in homes. This is the Agency" s fitth

seml-annual report on the: progress ol that |nvest|gatton R

slnoe rssumg its |ast report EPA stall has (1) ﬁmshed compllmg

and evaluatmg all available health-and exposure data concemed .
with formaldehyde rncludlng the results of three recent epi- -

- demiologic studles 2) revigwed the publlc ‘comments recetved by

EPA on risk evaluatton issues; and 3) drafted a comprehensrve T

“rigk assessitient document. The summary chapter of that assess-

“ment—the fisk charactanzatron—-contams the eonclusron ofthe:

assessment, descnbes the strengths and weaknesses of the sup-

porting data, and identifies major scientific uncertaintiés accom-~ -
panymg the assessment The risk assessment document in-

tended to serve the health.hazard evaluatron needs of OTS and

Coa other EPA program ‘offices concemed wrth tormaldehyde is pres-

) ently undergorng final Agency raview. .

The Agency's tormaldehyde workgroup, compnsed of represent-

atives from various offices within EPA, is preseiitly reviewing all :
_ available Informatlon onthe lormaldehyda-pressed wood | |ssue'

and explonng a range of regulatory options under TSCA. These

wrthm two.other agencies that are also locused onithe issue; the
; U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and the
U S. Consumer Product Saféty Commission. The’ aptiohs which

emerge from the workgroup déliberations will be containedin& .
regulatory optrons paper that is being prepared to serve as a focal
i pomt for dtscussron at an upcoming EPA options selection meet-
. infJ. The options paper will present several altematrve courses for

futureAgencyactron‘ T
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. EPA Now Wants Data On 30 Chemlcale U
. under TSCA. The investigation has since focused on assessing = '
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- On October 23, 1986 EPA issued a proposed rule (51 FR 37612)
. o require reporting on 18 chlorinated-and brominated benzene

chemicals. This proposed fule amends a December 18, 1985

* proposed rule (50 FR 51974) which required reporting on 12 such

compounds. The 1985 proposal also requires manufacturers of
‘commercial organic substances 10 test certain substances for the

o presence of chlonnated and brommated droxms and lurans

.. options will’ necessanly considef .ongoing regulatory activitiés - -~

a
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ten, manufacturers and importers of 30 chemicals ‘would be re-

- quired under section 8(a) of TSCA to submit-data on production

volume, manufacturing procass, reaction conditions, exposure,
use and disposal ot 'end products resultmg from the use of any of

_tfie 30 chemicals. EPA needs these data on the precursor chemi-

cals: because these substances can, during further processing
“undsr certain. reacnon conditions, lead to formatton of dioxins arid

furans, even’ though the- precursor ohemtcals are npt themselvas'
. oontamrnated _ AN
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© That portlon of the 1985 proposed rule that re&all’és manufac-

wmportatronresumes o .
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"Don't Blow m" We ve Teped lt

-turers and rmporters of 14 commercial orgahic chemicals to tegt

these substances, under section 4 of TSCA, forjthe plesence of
chiorinated and bromlnatad dioxins and furans remains un-
changed by the fatast amendment. The Deoember 19, %985 pré-

.-posal (50 FR 51974) also called for such testing e’ reporttng ot

20 other organic chemicals not now commercrally manufactureg
in the United States or currently being |mported i manutacture (54
~g -
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B The 1985 proposed rule was: ln response toan Octobe?22 1984
T " citizens’ petition filed under section 21 of TSCA. The petition fe-
‘quested, among other things, that EPA initiate a number of spe-
. cifie regulatory and information-gathering stéps to control the
- generatioh of specific 2,3,7,8-substituted chiorinated and brom-

mated isomars of dioxin and furans. EPA responded to the sec-

i the October 1986 amendment becomes final as it is now writ-

.
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““tion 21 petition on January 30, 1985 (S0 FR 4426) See page 11 -

of m/s Bulletin for explanatrons of TSCA sectlons 4,8, and 21.
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. A new EPA vrdeotape on controllmg asbestos brake dust -
1 : Tls available for purchase. “Don’t Blow Itt” covers. thepo- - - o
. ““tential health hazards from exposure to asbéstos inbrake . - Lo
d L “Fdust and how to effectively control brake dust. The 15-min- ' ' '
' _ute tape is designed for use by brake and fleet garage me-
.* chanics and vocational schools. Auto dealers and unions )
e also will find the program useful.

"I % format the cost is $24. 60 in Beta l or 1, $18 35;in . :
VHS §17.50. Orders $hould b8 placed.with Colot Film a
.Corp., Video Div., 770 Corinecticut Ave., Norwalk, CN
06854, or by calling-either.(800) 882- 1120 of (203). -
<866-2711 Prices include postage and handlrng charges.
“There is a 48-hour sefvice with certified check or money - o
‘order. Oiders must be prepaid. Connecticut residents and o -
corporations must add 7. 5% state sales tax, A few copies S ‘

. oftthe vrdeotape are avallabie for-very short loan perrods
.Call the TAO (202) 554-1404 for detalls ' :
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