bce: ¢, Paton/J. J. Roder
1800 D. R. Hansen
1800 ¢, Boutin
B2SL T. L. Gossage
B2NK W. B, Papageorge

oetober 4, 1971

Mr, Al Batey

Project Architect
Kalser Engincers
Kailser Center

Nalcland, Calif., 94604

Dear Al:

As requested 1n your letter f September 23 to D, R. Hansen,
the primary reas- n for cur discontinuing sale :f TherminHnl R
fluilds int> new heating systems is to c¢sntrol the amocunt f
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in our environment. Therwin,l
FR [lulds c:ntain PCBs.

This acti-n is prumpted by recent investigations by governmental
and scilentific research laboratories which show certain PCRs t
be a perslstent environmental contaminant and, possibly, inju-
rious to certain forms of bird, aquatic and animal 1ife,

PCBs were involved in an inclildent outside the U,S, where in-
cesti-n of a fuod product contaminated by this chemistry caused
skin disease and sympt ms o»f poris-ning,

In the states, PCB cuntent in various fond and feed stuffs have
been widely publicized in recent weeks,

Distribution of PCB containing priducts has been curtaliled and,
at this time, a House B11l (H.R. 10085) 18 in c-mmittee callir-,
for a ban on delivery of PCB int: c .mmerce.

In view »f the above, we will not sell PCB containing Thermin 1
FR fluilds into any new system, whether designed to use the
priduct or not, The "hnld harmless” letter dnes not, then
apply tu the case of a new syster,

Por the nakland Towers heating system, we can -nly suggest the
use £ Thermin,l 56 in place f Therminol FR-1
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Unertunately, Thermin'l 56 is not a fire resistant fluid and
wr Jint attempt to galn its appr-val £ r this appliecati.r
has n»t been successful.

Any gualificatin »f the use f Therminol 55 in c mmercial
bulldings by a non-Monsant, testing ageney such as UL or MM
vwould involve a minimum of eight weeks, We are seeking appr:-
val to initlate these tests,

In the interim, the data avallable un Therminnl 66 as related
t> fire risk is that presented tu the Calif .rnla State Pire
Marshall on August 31, You partiecipated in this meetinz and
have coples f the data presented, Vapor pressures at the
flash and fire p:ints appear on the tabulati:n »f physical
property variatisn with temperature,

C.ncerning aut > ignitisn ~f Thermin»l 565 saturated insulatil n,
I can qu:te data {rom Atomie Eneryy of Canada, Limlited where
theobemperature requirement to cause igniti:un is greater than
527°P.

The installations using Therwinol 66 are primarily industrial.
H wever, tw:y that circulate hot fluid inside -.ccupled bulldings
are:

Am-e > Research Corp,
Napierville, Ill.
(312) 420-5111
Contact: wWm, Taylor
E, Saunders

Whiteshell Nuclear Pacility
Pinawa, Manltoba, Canada
Contact: S, Hatcher

(Other installed systems in your area:

Chevron Chemical Co,
Richmond, Calif.

Harvey Aluminum Cu.
Johnday, Washington

Ashland Chemical C-,
Oakland, California

Perhaps contact with these installations will assuage the ap-
prehensi:ns of the Oakland Fire Marshall,
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C ntact at a hlgher auth:rity in caiciland eity r:vernment, as
sujsrested in ur c.nversati:n - September 20, may als- ve
uselful. D. R, !lansen =r C. Boutin of ur 3anta Clara ‘ffice
wll) be happy t-~ croperate "n any meetings.

Ve can certainly understand and share your concern as a De-
cenber startup .f this system is cl.se at hand. Ve will enn-
tinue t) pursue data on Thermin.l 55 as related t. this appli-
cation,

Cirdially,

D, E. Roush
Product Speclalist
Heat Trans(Cer Rluids

cs

ee K. wWillson
J., Castle

MONS 092344



